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Lazarite Officers in the American Revolution  

 
David S. Raese 

Abstract 
On the eve of America’s 250th anniversary of independence, it seems 

appropriate to commemorate members in the Order of St Lazarus who 
also served in the American Revolutionary War.  This study examines a 
select group of Lazarites who served in the American or French Royal 
forces during the Guerre d’Amérique (1778-1783) and thus were 
potentially eligible to become original members in the Society of the 
Cincinnati.  This study further reviews the establishment of the Society of 
the Cincinnati in 1783 by veteran officers of the Continental Army in 
America with a special emphasis on the original Society in France (1784-
1792), before it was disbanded during the French Revolution.  There are 
several interesting parallels between the modern Order of St Lazarus and 
the reconstituted modern Society of the Cincinnati of France. 
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Introduction 

This article is inspired in part by an earlier article about a veteran of 
the Guerre d’Amérique, Vice-Admiral Joseph-Bernard de Chabert, 
Marquis de Chabert de Cogolin, that appeared in the Fall 2021 issue of the 
“Cincinnati Fourteen”, the journal of the Society of the Cincinnati.1  That 
article featured a full-page reproduction of a painted portrait of the 
Admiral in later life wearing both the regalia of the Order of St Lazarus 
and his Society of the Cincinnati insignia.  These were the only medals 
worn when the portrait was painted, indicating that the Admiral prized 
these two as among his most esteemed awarded honours.  The 

 
1 Society of the Cincinnati. Cincinnati Fourteen, 58:1 (2021), pp.4-9. 
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convergence of both the Order of St Lazarus and the Society of the 
Cincinnati in one individual proved intriguing.  If there was at least one 
man in both organizations, might there possibly be others as well, and can 
they be identified?  This article investigates these questions.   

 
As a current member in the Society of the Cincinnati, access is 

available for utilizing the Society’s research library at Anderson House in 
Washington, DC.  This library includes several volumes listing the officers 
serving in the royal French forces during that conflict.2  These lists of 
officers can then be compared with surviving rolls of inductions into the 
Order of St Lazarus, awarded by the Crown of France during the period 
from shortly before 1750 to 1830.3  Biographical sketches follow for those 
identified as members of both organizations. A brief review of these two 
historical organizations is in order first, to better understand their role 
and function in society as they existed during the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries to provide context to the biographies. 
 

 

 
2 Asa B. Gardiner. The Order of the Cincinnati in France (Rhode Island, USA: The Rhode 

Island Society of the Cincinnati, 1905); Ludovic de Contenson. La Société des Cincinnati 
de France et la guerre d’Amérique 1778-1783 (Paris, France: Editions Auguste Picard, 
1934); Christian de La Jonquière. Les Marins Français sous Louis XVI Guerre 
d’Indépendence Américaine (Issy-les-Moulineaux, France: Muller edition, 1996); Gilbert 
Bodinier. Dictionnaire des officiers de l’armée royale qui ont combattu aux États-Unis 
pendant la guerre d’Indépendence 1776 à 1783 (Chateau de Vincennes, France: Service 
historique de l’armée de terre, 3e Edition, 1982); Society of the Cincinnati. Roster 2022 
Society of the Cincinnati (USA: Society of the Cincinnati Inc., 2022). 

3 Henry-Melchior de Langle & Jean-Louis de Treourret de Kerstrat. Les Ordres de Saint-
Lazare de Jerusalem et de Notre-Dame de Mont-Carmel Aux XVIIe et XVIIIe siècles (Paris, 
France: Publications LTK, 1992); Le Comte de Colleville & François Saint-Christo. Les 
Ordres du Roi: repertoire general content les noms et qualities de tous les chevaliers 
des orders royaux militaries et chevaleresques avant existe en France de 1099 a 1830 
(Paris, France: Chez Jouve & Cie, 1924);  Charles Savona-Ventura, Hospitalers de Saint-
Lazare et de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel – admissions 1750 and members recorded 
as living in 1830 (compiled excel format list based on Henry-Melchior de Langle & Jean-
Louis de Treourret de Kerstrat, 1992, op. cit. – email correspondence dated 3.iii.2024); 
Charles Savona-Ventura. The French First Colonial Empire. In The Hospitaller Knights of 
Saint Lazarus (Malta: Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands, 2019), pp.237-260. 
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The Order of St Lazarus in the Late 18th Century  
The Order of St Lazarus has undergone numerous changes and 

reorganizations over the centuries, adapting to changing times, shifting 
authorities, and in response to the ever-evolving needs of society.  Its 
origins are somewhat vague, with evidence that it existed in Jerusalem 
before the first Crusade of 1095-1099.4  The Order’s original mission was 
primarily that of a Hospitaller Order providing relief to lepers in the 
Outremer that later also assumed a military role to defend the Crusader 
States.  By the mid-13th century, the Holy See had recognized the Order of 
St Lazarus of Jerusalem and in 1265, Pope Clement IV placed all leprosaria 
in the West under the Order’s care.  After the fall of Acre in 1291, the 
Order relocated its administrative centre to Boigny, France, near Orleans.  
In 1308, King Philippe IV granted his temporal protection to the Order, 
following his brutal suppression of the Knights Templar.  As the next few 
centuries progressed in Europe, the Order declined and fragmented into 
three independent branches, in England, France and Italy.  Elsewhere in 
Europe, the Order’s widely scattered holdings and activities were either 
absorbed by municipalities and other Orders, or faded into obscurity.  In 
Hungary, the Order was permanently disrupted by the Ottoman invasion.  
The branch in England was abolished by King Henry VIII in 1541, along with 
the dissolution of all other Religious and Military Orders during the English 
Reformation.  The two surviving branches in France and Italy thereafter 
followed different paths.  Since all Lazarite officers in the American 
Revolution belonged to the French order, and not to the Italian-Savoyan 
‘Order of Sts Maurice and Lazarus,’ the continuation of this abridged 
history follows the French branch. 

 
Following the Reformation and ensuing political turmoil of the 16th 

century, in 1608, Henri IV, King of France, paired the French branch of the 
Order of St Lazarus with the newly established Order created by Pope Paul 
V, the Order of Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel, creating the Ordres Royaux, 
Militaires & Hospitaliers de Saint Lazare de Jérusalem & de Notre-Dame 

 
4 Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem. The origins of the Order, 

available at https://www.st-lazarus.net/content/origins-order [accessed 24.vii.2025]. 
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du Mont-Carmel réunis.5  Unlike their Italian-Savoyan counterpart, which 
had merged two Orders into one, the two Orders within the French united 
Orders were never fully merged, and each entity retained its own distinct 
identity.  During the first half of the 18th century, the prestige of the 
French dual Orders was further enhanced when the appointed Grand 
Master was a member of the French Royal House.  In January, 1751, Louis 
XV approved the establishment of a royal military school, the École 
Militaire, for the sons of the nobility and lesser nobility to provide them 
with the military training necessary to develop into future officers.  
Wishing to distinguish the school’s graduates, Louis XV issued a royal edict 
on 4 March, 1761, whereby the graduates from the École Militaire were 
to be admitted as novice Knights in the united Orders of St Lazarus and 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel.6  On 1 January, 1779, Louis XVI approved 
separating the two Orders so that the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
remained associated with the royal military school, being awarded to the 
three most meritorious graduates, and the Order of St Lazarus was 
thereafter to be awarded to distinguished individuals for meritorious 
service to the State. The École Militaire permanently closed on 1 May, 
1788, and no further inductions into the Order of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel were made after that.  During the French Revolution, on 30 July, 
1791, all Royal and Knightly Orders in France were suppressed.7  Although 
suppressed in France, the Order continued to exist in exile, and its 
reigning Grand Master, Louis Stanislas Xavier, Comte de Provence, later 
King Louis XVIII, continued to admit dignitaries into the Order, including 
Eastern Orthodox and Lutherans as perhaps honorary members. After the 
Bourbon restoration in 1814 and 1815, both the Order of St Lazarus and 
the separate Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel were once again 
accorded full recognition in royal France.  After the July Revolution of 

 
5 Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem. French royal connections, 

available at https://www.st-lazarus.net/content/french-royal-connections [accessed 
24.vii.2025]. 

6 Fleur Brincat. ‘L’École Royale Militaire and the Ordre de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel’, 
Acta Historiae Sancti Lazari Ordinis, 1 (2016), pp.37-55. 

7 Order of Saint Lazarus. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, 
U.S.A., 2.ix.2025), available https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Saint_Lazarus 
[accessed 15.vii.2025]. 
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1830, which deposed King Charles X, the new King Louis-Philippe issued 
an edict on 10 February, 1831, which effectively withdrew royal 
protection from the Orders.  Unlike the decree of 1791, this decree did 
not attempt to suppress the Orders: it simply ignored them as entities 
enjoying the crown’s privileged protection.8 The surviving confreres were 
allowed to retain their status as members in the Orders during their 
lifetime and, thereby, continued the Orders’ existence well into the mid-
nineteenth century. Canonical protection by the Holy See was unaffected 
by the decree of 1831, and as canonical entities, tacit recognition by the 
Catholic Church continued into the twentieth century in accordance with 
Canon Law 120 §§1,2.9  The history of the Order of St Lazarus during the 
late 19th century remains elusive and controversial.  In the first decade of 
the twentieth century a revival effort was undertaken to resuscitate the 
order.  The present reorganized Order is the consequence of those efforts, 
notwithstanding periodic scholarly debates about the legitimacy of its 
continuity, or to what extent the modern Order has adapted its 
membership criteria, or its religious and philanthropic missions to meet 
the practical needs of society in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.  
For detailed discussions about continuity, see the articles referenced in 
the footnotes.10  

 
The History of the Society of the Cincinnati 

The Society of the Cincinnati was founded on 13 May, 1783, at the 
close of the American Revolution, by officers in the Continental Army 

 
8 Charles Savona-Ventura. The French Revolution and aftermath: 1789-1830. In Ch. 

Savona-Ventura, The Hospitaller Knights of Saint Lazarus (Malta: Grand Priory of the 
Maltese Islands, 2019), pp.309-310.  

9 Jason A. Gray. References to Statutes in the Code of Canon Law. Available from 
https://www.jgray.org/docs/statute_canons.html, Book II, Statutes of Juridic Persons, 
Can. 120 §§1,2 Canon Law 120 §§1,2 [accessed 04.viii.2025]. 

10 H. Wayne Nelson & Michael Ross. Exploring Legitimacy: The Controversial Case of the 
Military and Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus. Journal of Alternative Perspectives 6:4 
(2015), pp.352–375; Gregorios III. Kevelaer Declaration, (Kevelaer, Germany: Melkite 
Patriarchate, 27.v.2012), available at: https://irp.cdn-
website.com/1cafa5ff/files/uploaded/kevelar-declaration-of-27-may-2012.pdf);  
Charles Savona-Venture, ‘The fons honorum of the Order of Saint Lazarus: 1800-1910’. 
Acta Historiae Sancti Lazari Ordinis, 3 (2019), pp.65-90.  
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encamped near Newburgh, NY.  The founding 
officers wished to create an enduring 
association of comrades-in-arms before they 
were demobilized and dispersed across the 
continent or repatriated to Europe.11 This 
event occurred several months before the 
signing of the Treaty of Paris on 3 September, 
1783, whereby Great Britain formally 
recognized the independence of the United 
States. On 19 June, 1783, George Washington 
became the first President-General of the 
Society of the Cincinnati, several years before 
he was elected and inaugurated as the 
President of the United States under the U.S. 
Constitution in 1789.  He remained the 
organization’s President-General until his 
death in 1799.  The Society was organized into 
fourteen constituent societies representing 
each of the original thirteen States and 
France.12  The Society’s first decade saw rapid 
growth with some 2,270 veteran officers joining the new organization as 
its original members, while approximately some 5,300 former officers in 
America and in Europe could have joined if they had applied. The founding 
document defines the goals as being: to perpetuate the memory of the 
War for Independence, maintain the fraternal bonds between the 
officers, promote the ideals of the Revolution, support members and their 
families in need, distinguish its members as men of honour, and advocate 
for the compensation promised to officers by Congress.13  In order to 

 
11 Society of the Cincinnati. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (Wikipedia Foundation 

Ltd, U.S.A., 6.ix.2025), available 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_of_the_Cincinnati [accessed 8.i.2025]. 

12 Ibid. 
13 Society of the Cincinnati. Mission, The Institution of the Society of the Cincinnati 

(Washington: Society of the Cincinnati, 2025), available at 
https://www.societyofthecincinnati.org/institution-the-society-of-the-cincinnati 
[accessed 8.i..2024]. 

 
Society of the 

Cincinnati Insignia 
photo by D. Raese 
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perpetuate these goals, and to ensure future generations of advocates for 
just compensation and continuing care for their families, the founders 
made membership hereditary and thereby made their Society the first in 
the United States to necessitate the recording of lineages.   

 
The model chosen by the founders to make their society hereditary 

is the only model they were then familiar with, that of male preference 
primogeniture, the same model utilized by the British aristocracy and 
similar to the model of male-line primogeniture used by the French 
nobility.  This decision was quite controversial in America at the time.  
Vocal critics accused the Society of secretly attempting to impose a 
hereditary aristocracy on the new Republic.  The founders countered 
these criticisms with arguments that the Society’s true intent was to 
promote unity between the States and maintain an alliance with France 
through the bonds of friendship forged in war, as well as to provide 
support to members in need and their families.  The Society was not a 
government entity and, therefore, had no political power.  Membership 
offered no special privileges.  The Society was committed to the ideals 
that had created the new Republic, including loyalty to responsible 
legitimate government authority.  Thus, the organization was never a 
threat. As the decades progressed after the American Revolution and with 
new challenges facing the young Republic, interest in the Society declined.  
The Society became extinguished in France during the French Revolution.  
Between 1791 and 1835, the Society had also dissolved in seven U.S. 
States with the remaining six surviving State Societies having fewer than 
300 members.14  

 
The national celebration in 1876 of the centennial of American’s 

Independence renewed interest in membership resulting in the revival of 
the Society.  By 1904, all thirteen States had re-established their 
constituent societies and, in 1925, France also reconstituted its Society.  
All fourteen constituent Societies are in operation today.  By the early 

 
14 Society of the Cincinnati. History, Our Story (Washington: Society of the Cincinnati, 

2025). available at https://www.societyofthecincinnati.org/our-story-introduction 
[accessed 8.i..2024]. 
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twentieth century, relations with Great Britain had been fully reconciled, 
and in 1947, British Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill was inducted as 
a member based upon his mother’s American ancestor, Lieutenant 
Reuben Murray of the Connecticut Continental Line.15  His descendants 
continue to be represented in the Society today, as well as several other 
British subjects who are members, and also residents in over twenty 
countries across the globe. 

 

 
Sir Winston Churchill installed in the Society of the Cincinnati by Maj. 

Gen. Erskine Hume 
photo credit: Society of the Cincinnati website 

 
 
 

 
15 Society of the Cincinnati. History, Articles and Essays, Cincinnatus on Downing Street: 

Winston Churchill Joins the Society (Washington: Society of the Cincinnati, 2025)  
available at https://www.societyofthecincinnati.org/cincinnatus-on-downing-street-
winston-churchill-joins-the-society [accessed 8.i..2024]. 
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The Society of the Cincinnati in France 16  
By the time the Society of the Cincinnati was founded on 13 May, 

1783, most French troops had already departed from North America or 
were preparing to soon set sail back to France.  From the Society’s 
inception, General George Washington was a strong proponent that 
officers in the French navy and expeditionary army should also be allowed 
to join as members in the Society of the Cincinnati.  General Washington 
gratefully recognized France’s generous contribution to America and 
acknowledged that, without the assistance from France, America would 
not have won its independence.  He wanted to forever commemorate the 
brotherhood-in-arms that united American and French officers during the 
battles that they fought together, to remember their shared values of 
promoting liberty, initiative, a dedication to the common good, and to 
perpetuate the bonds of friendship with the nation of France.  
Washington’s invitation to the officers of France stated that the Society 
would be “honoured to consider them as members of the Association.”  It 
was through Washington’s personal attention that the Society of the 
Cincinnati of France was instigated.  

 
General Washington entrusted a French officer in his entourage, 

Major Pierre Charles L’Enfant, to take his proposal for a French Society of 
the Cincinnati to the Royal Court in Paris.  At the King’s Council on 18 
December, 1783, not only did King Louis XVI approve of the proposed 
project, but he also stated his intention to give his patronage to the 
Society and indicated that he believed it to be an excellent means of 
perpetuating an alliance with the United States. By becoming the 
institution’s high patron, the King authorized the wearing of the insignia 
of the Society of the Cincinnati.  This was a high honour accorded to the 
Society by the French Crown, one of only two foreign decorations allowed 
to be displayed on French uniforms, the other being that of the Golden 
Fleece. The first meeting of the French Society of the Cincinnati was held 
on 7 January, 1784. Vice-Admiral d’Estaing was chosen as the French 

 
16 Société des Cincinnati de France. Les Cincinnati, La société française (Paris: Société des 

Cincinnati de France, n/d), available at https://www.cincinnatidefrance.fr/la-societe-
francaise [accessed 20.iii..2024]. 
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Society’s President.  Early meetings established membership eligibility 
rules in France by reaching a consensus on the required equivalent ranks 
in the army and navy, with the assistance of Major L’Enfant.  The first 
actual meeting occurred on 16 January, 1784.  With the Sovereign 
providing his patronage, interest in the Society grew rapidly among the 
eligible French officers with many joining. 

 
When the Revolution broke out in France, reactions of individual 

members varied.  At the beginning, some of the younger officers, along 
with the King himself, felt that a cautious reform of the government was 
natural and necessary, and they were sympathetic to the more generous 
Enlightenment ideas of the reformers.  However, with very few 
exceptions, all members of the Society of the Cincinnati of France 
remained loyal to the King. Twenty-one members participated in the 
Estates-General of 1789, in an attempt to discuss and enact needed 
reforms.  Regrettably, what started as an opportunity to improve the lives 
of the French nation slowly slid into the political excesses that resulted in 
the tragic Reign of Terror.  On 10 August, 1792, the Society of the 
Cincinnati of France was effectively disbanded after a mob attacked the 
Tuileries Palace in Paris and slaughtered the defenders of the royal family, 
including several Cincinnatians.  During the ensuing Reign of Terror, an 
appalling number of nobles were put to death by their own countrymen, 
including several members in the Society of the Cincinnati who are 
revered as heroes of the American Revolution, men of honour.  Vice-
Admiral d’Estaing, the Commander of the first French fleet in the 
American Revolutionary War, and the presiding President of the French 
Society of the Cincinnati was guillotined on 28 April, 1794. 

 
After a span of one hundred and thirty-three years, the disbanded 

Society of the Cincinnati of France was revived in 1925.  Initially 
reconstituted as an Association under French law, it was recognized by 
the decree of 20 July, 1976, as a public Utility in France (a designation of 
d’utilité publique signifies recognition as a non-profit entity serving the 
public good).  The past century has witnessed a resurgence of interest in 
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the Society of the Cincinnati of France, and it remains a robust Association 
to the present. 

 

 
Identified Lazarites serving in the American Revolution  

The following biographies are based upon surviving membership 
rolls of both the Ordres Royaux, Militaires & Hospitaliers de Saint Lazare 
de Jérusalem & de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel réunis and the Society of 
the Cincinnati.  Due to the destruction of records during the French 
Revolution, surviving membership lists are somewhat incomplete.  
Therefore, Lazarites who later became represented in the Society of the 
Cincinnati by their heirs, are also included here, as well as those who 
perhaps never joined the Society of the Cincinnati, but were known to be 
officers during the Guerre d’Amérique.  Additional unrecognised members 
in both organizations are certainly possible.  This study is intended to be 
a ‘living’ list that will be expanded as additional information surfaces.   

 
Each of the biographies are intended to consistently and succinctly 

describe their Order of St Lazarus membership and their military 
participation in the American Revolutionary War.  Entire volumes of 
biographical information exist for some individuals that required being 
condensed into summaries for this study, while others have very little 
surviving information about them.  Several individuals listed here also had 
fascinating careers that went far beyond their contributions as military 
officers.  Readers are of course encouraged to conduct research of their 
own should they wish to expand upon the information presented in the 
following biographies.  
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Vice-Admiral Joseph-Bernard de Chabert, Marquis de Chabert de 
Cogolin 17 

Joseph-Bernard de 
Chabert, born into a noble family 
with a long tradition of naval 
service, was born on February 28, 
1724, in Toulon, the principal port 
for France’s Mediterranean fleet. 
Both his father and grandfather 
served as high-ranking officers in 
the French royal navy, shaping his 
martial and scientific pursuits. At 
age 16, in 1740, he volunteered 
for naval service during the War of 
the Austrian Succession, 
participating aboard Le Tigre in 
the campaign of Saint-Domingue. 
By 1741, he became a 
midshipman on Le Léopard, 
demonstrating exceptional talent 
in mathematics, sciences, and 
maritime mapping, which earned 
him a place in France’s Gardes de 
la Marine. Throughout the early 
1740s, Chabert supported naval operations in the Mediterranean and Atlantic, 
serving aboard vessels like Le Diamant. In 1746, he was involved in missions to 
Martinique and to Canada in an attempt to recapture the fortress of Louisburg in 
Nova Scotia. Despite storm damage thwarting the Acadian campaign, he created 
highly valuable detailed maritime charts of the key harbours of Halifax and 
Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia.  In 1747, he was captured after the Battle of Cape 
Finisterre and exchanged in 1748, receiving a promotion to ensign. 

 
17 Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., pp.275-277; Contenson, op. cit., p.153; Society 

of the Cincinnati, Cincinnati Fourteen, op. cit., pp.4-9; Joseph-Bernard de Chabert-
Cogolin. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 
7.viii.2025), available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph-Bernard_de_Chabert-
Cogolin [accessed 11.viii.2025];  Gardiner, op. cit., p. 115-116;  La Jonquière, op. cit., p. 
55;  Savona-Ventura, The French First Colonial Empire, 2019, op. cit.  

 

 
Joseph-Bernard de Chabert  

wearing medals of the Order of St 
Lazarus and Society of the Cincinnati 

by Antoine Vestier; Wikipedia 
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Recognized for his formidable academic and technical skills, Chabert was 
reassigned to the Parisian Royal Academy of Sciences to study astronomy, 
focusing on celestial navigation. In 1750, he was sent back to French-controlled 
North America (Acadia) after the post-war territorial adjustments, producing 
precise maps of Nova Scotia and Newfoundland’s coasts. His work was published 
in 1753, earning recognition from the Academy of Sciences in Bologna. He was 
made a Knight of the Order of St Louis in 1754 and promoted to ship’s Lieutenant 
in 1756, commanding the ship l’Hirondelle during the Battle of Minorca that same 
year. From 1756 onward, Chabert’s scientific pursuits intensified, especially in 
mapping Mediterranean coastlines and experimenting with marine 
chronometers to determine longitude, a revolutionary challenge at the time.  In 
1764, his scientific accomplishments led to his election to the Royal Society of 
London.  In 1767, he was inducted into the Orders of St Lazarus and Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel.  His naval career steadily progressed, and by 1771, he became a 
ship’s Captain. 

 
During the American War of Independence, Chabert commanded the 64-

gun Le Vaillant in d’Estaing’s squadron.  He participated in significant battles such 
as Saint Lucia (1778), Grenada (1779), and the Siege of Savannah. Later, he 
commanded the 80-gun Le Saint-Esprit under Admiral de Grasse, fighting at the 
Battle of the Chesapeake in 1781, where he was severely wounded, yet recovered 
in time for later engagements in the Caribbean and the capture of St Kitts in 1782.  
He was promoted to Chef d’Escadre in 1782 and strongly contributed to France’s 
naval successes. 

 
After returning to France, Chabert continued his scientific efforts, especially 

focused on solving the longitude problem and publishing works on marine 
chronometers.  In 1786, he presented King Louis XVI with an advanced map of 
the Atlantic Ocean that featured unprecedented accuracy regarding latitude and 
longitude. His scientific stature was further confirmed when he was promoted to 
Vice-Admiral in 1792. With the outbreak of the French Revolution, Chabert fled 
France, joining the royalist émigrés known as the Armée des Princes. His eyesight 
declined around 1800, and he eventually settled in England. In 1803, he returned 
to France and resumed work on a comprehensive atlas of the Mediterranean. 
Joseph-Bernard de Chabert died on December 2, 1805. His distinguished career 
combined naval warfare, scientific exploration and cartography, making him one 
of the most gifted officer-scientists of France.  Earlier he had joined the Society 
of the Cincinnati of France as an original member, and he is currently represented 

in that Society by a senior heir.  
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Rear-Admiral Claude-Marguerite-François Renart de Fuchsamberg, 
Comte d’Amblimont 18 

Claude-François Renart de 
Fuchsamberg, Comte d’Amblimont, was 
born into a noble military family on 8 
November, 1736, in Rochefort, France.  He 
joined the navy on 20 December, 1751, as a 
midshipman, and steadily advanced 
through the officer ranks in his early career.  
In 1764, he was made a Commander in the 
united Orders of St Lazarus and Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel.  In 1770, he was made a 
Knight of the Order of St Louis.  By 1772, he 
was promoted to Captain, thereafter, 
commanding several frigates, including 
taking part in action during the American 
Revolutionary War and in the Antilles.   On 
1 January, 1792, he was promoted to Rear-
Admiral.  Shortly thereafter, he fled the 
chaos of revolutionary France and joined the Spanish navy.  While commanding 
the Spanish ship, Conde de Regla, he was killed in action by a cannonball during 
the Battle of Cape St Vincent off the coast of Portugal on 14 February, 1797.  
Earlier he had joined the Society of the Cincinnati of France as an original 
member, and is currently represented in that Society by his senior heir. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
18 Contenson, op. cit., p. 130; Claude-François Renart d’Amblimont. Wikipedia – The Free 

Encyclopedia (Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 8.v.2025), available at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude-François_Renart_d%27Amblimont [accessed 
7.ix.2025];  La Jonquière, op. cit., p. 5. 

 
Comte d’Amblimont  

Artist unknown; Wikipedia 
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Commodore Antoine-François de Beaumont, Vicomte de Beaumont du 
Repaire 19 

Antoine-François de Beaumont, 
Vicomte de Beaumont du Repaire, was 
born into an aristocratic family on 3 May, 
1733, at the Château de la Rocque in the 
Diocese of Sarlat, Périgord, France.  He 
joined the navy in 1751, advancing in rank 
to become a Captain on 12 April, 1777.  In 
1779, he was made a Commander in the 
Order of St Lazarus.  In 1788, he was made 
a Knight of the Order of St Louis.  He 
distinguished himself during the American 
Revolutionary War as Captain of the frigate 
La Junon, engaging and defeating the 
H.M.S. Alert and capturing the H.M.S. Fox.  
He participated in the Estates-General of 
1789 as a deputy for the nobility.  
Disillusioned by the decree of 19 June, 
1790, that abolished the nobility, he 
retired from the navy in 1791 and removed to England, then later took refuge as 
an émigré in Russia.  He returned to France during the consular government of 
Napoleon Bonaparte, settling in Toulouse where he died on 15 September, 1805.  
Earlier he had joined the Society of the Cincinnati of France as an original member 
and is currently represented in the Society by a senior heir. 

 
Captain Christophe de Valles 20 

Christophe de Valles was born into a family of professional light cavalry 
officers on 3 February, 1753 at Châteaudun, Eure-et-Loir.  He entered the École 
Militaire at a young age.  In 1769, as a cadet aged 16, he was made a novice Knight 
in the dual Orders of St Lazarus and Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  He was them 
promoted to second Lieutenant of the regiment of Saintonge on 29 May, 1769, 
and to Lieutenant on 28 August, 1777.  He was sent to America in 1780 as part of 

 
19 Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., p. 300-301; Contenson, op. cit., p. 137; Antoine 

de Beaumont. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 
6.viii.2025), available at https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoine_de_Beaumont [accessed 
6.x.2025]; La Jonquière, op. cit., p. 21. 

20 Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., p.283; Bodinier, op. cit., p.543. 
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the French expeditionary forces commanded by General de Rochambeau, 
actively participating in the campaigns of the American War as a Lieutenant.  
After returning to France, he was promoted to C,aptain on 26 August 1782.  He 
died after 1791, the last known record for him.  He did not join the Society of the 
Cincinnati of France and is currently not represented in that Society. 

  
Major-General François-Jean de Beauvoir, Marquis de Chastellux, LL.D.21 

François-Jean de Beauvoir, Marquis 
de Chastellux, was a renowned 
philosopher, soldier, author, playwright, 
and a distinguished intellectual of his 
time. Fluent in English and several other 
languages, he played a crucial role in the 
American War of Independence as the 
senior ranking translator for the combined 
French and American forces. His linguistic 
skills and diplomatic finesse fostered the 
mutual trust and genuine friendships that 
were vital to the alliance’s success and the 
eventual American victory. 

 Born on 5 May, 1734, in Paris, 
Chastellux came from a noble Burgundian 
family with a history spanning over a 
thousand years. He entered the military at 
age 16 in 1750, serving as a Lieutenant in the Auvergne regiment of infantry. 

 
21 Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., p.308 (this entry is in error—incorrectly 

identifying the “Marquis de Chastellux” as Henri-Georges, who was actually the 
“Comte de Chastellux”, not the “Marquis.”  The correct identity of the “Marquis” is 
François-Jean de Beauvoir, Marquis de Chastellux, the uncle of the much younger 
Henri-Georges, Comte de Chastellux, per the following); Contenson, op. cit., p. 156; 
Gardiner, op. cit., p. 92; François-Jean de Chastellux. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia 
(Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 24.ix.2025), available at: 
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/François_Jean_de_Chastellux [accessed 6.vii.2025];  Iris 
de Rode. François-Jean de Chastellux (1734-1788) : Un Soldat-Philosophe Dans le 
Monde Atlantique à l’époque des Lumières (Paris: Honoré Champion, 2022), p.411 
(English translation excerpt provided by the author in email correspondence dated 
16.viii.2025);  Iris de Rode. François-Jean de Chastellux and the American 
Independence, Youtube Video available at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?y=WdlbfTN341E [accessed 16.ix.2025]. 
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During the Seven Years’ War (1756-1763), he served as Colonel of the Guyenne 
regiment and fought in Germany. Notably, in 1759, he participated in the Battle 
of Minden in Westphalia alongside the future Marquis de Lafayette’s father, who 
was killed in action. Promoted to Brigadier-General in 1769, Chastellux’s military 
career continued to advance. His involvement in the American Revolution began 
in July 1780 when he joined France’s expeditionary forces as a Major-General 
under the command of General Rochambeau. His proficiency in English made him 
the primary liaison—Maréchal de Camp—between Rochambeau and General 
George Washington. He was indispensable at pivotal moments, including the 
planning meetings at Hartford and Wethersfield, Connecticut, which coordinated 
the allied campaign leading to Yorktown. At the Battle of Yorktown in 1781, the 
last major engagement of the war, Chastellux actively participated in the battle 
that compelled the formal British surrender under General Cornwallis. 

 
Throughout his military service, Chastellux sustained his intellectual 

pursuits, maintaining close connections with leading philosophers and writers 
such as Voltaire and David Hume. He corresponded with contributors to the 
“Encyclopédie,” and in 1772, published “De la félicité publique,” a treatise 
discussing the principles and historical development of governments that 
promote ‘public happiness’ among the governed.  His scholarly reputation earned 
him election to the French Academy in 1775, and internationally, he was also 
elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American 
Philosophical Society, and received Honorary Degrees from the College of 
Philadelphia and the College of William & Mary.  Following the American victory, 
Chastellux travelled extensively throughout the fledgling United States, 
documenting his observations in a travel account and engaging with prominent 
political figures such as Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson. 
He visited Jefferson at Monticello and maintained a warm correspondence with 
many of his American friends for years afterward.  

 
Upon his return to France in 1783, Chastellux was welcomed by King Louis 

XVI at Versailles and was inducted into the Orders of St Lazarus and Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel.  Later that year, he published his detailed account of his American 
experiences, “Voyages de M. le marquis de Chastellux dans l’Amérique 
septentrionale,” which became widely acclaimed.  He continued writing plays, 
essays and historical works until his untimely death at age 54 in Paris on 24 
October, 1788—just before the French Revolution transformed France. A true 
polymath, Chastellux’s contributions to military, diplomatic, philosophical and 
literary fields make him one of the most accomplished figures of the American 
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War of Independence.  His first-hand accounts and personal relationships 
significantly contributed to Franco-American cultural and diplomatic mutual 
understanding.  His legacy endures as a bridge between cultures, being a scholar 
and a soldier whose influence extended across continents and centuries.  In 1784, 
he joined the Society of the Cincinnati of France as an original member.  He is 
currently represented in that Society by a senior heir.   

 
Brigadier-General Henri Louis Augustin de Boissieu, (Comte de 
Boissieu)22 

Henri Louis Augustin de Boissieu was born into a military family on 18 July, 
1741, in the Haute-Loire départment of France.  He entered the Royal École 
Militaire at the age of 12.  In 1759, as a cadet aged 14, he was made a novice 
Knight in the combined Orders of St Lazarus and Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  He 
served in the army as a junior officer during the German campaigns from 1759 to 
1761, then in Corsica in 1769, and continued his military career during the Guerre 
d’Amérique.  He was maréchal de camp during the Guerre d’Amérique.  From 
1780 to 1784, he served in French India as a Major General, distinguishing himself 
at the Battle of Gondelour against the British.  Upon returning to France, he was 
promoted to Field Marshal in 1788.  During the French Revolution, he remained 
a steadfast Royalist.  On the day of the coup d’état, 10 August, 1792, he rushed 
to defend the Royal Family at the Tuileries Palace.  When the Mayor of Paris 
ordered the assassination of the commander of the guards, the Marquis de 
Mandat, Field Marshal de Boissieu, took command of the royalist forces, himself 
being the next senior ranking officer.  With the defeat of the royalists, he was 
forced to escort the Royal Family to a secure location, the Tour du Temple, under 
arrest.  General de Boissieu then escaped to Germany where he joined the 
Royalist army of Émigrés at Koblenz.  On 16 July, 1795, he commanded the Émigré 
army’s Hervilly regiment during the disastrous Battle of Quiberon against the 
Republicans.  He was mortally wounded during the Royalist army’s retreat, and 
died.  Apparently, General de Boissieu did not apply to join the original Society of 
the Cincinnati of France.  However, his descendants have successfully petitioned 
to have him recognized as being eligible to have joined, if he had applied, and he 
is now represented in the Society by a senior heir. 

 

 
22 Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., p. 261; Henri Louis Augustin de Boissieu. 

Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 19.iii.2023), 
available  at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henri_Louis_Augustin_de_Boissieu 
[accessed 7.ix.2024]; Society of the Cincinnati, Roster 2022, op. cit., pp.207, 288. 



 

   85 

Rear-Admiral Joseph de Cambis, Vicomte de Cambis-Lézan 23 
Joseph de Cambis, Vicomte de Cambis-Lézan, was born into a noble family 

on 20 September, 1748, at Entrevaux, Provence.  He joined the navy as a 
midshipman and rose in rank to ship’s Major serving during the American 
Revolution under the command of Vice-Admiral d’Estaing.  After the American 
war was concluded, he continued his naval career in the Caribbean, achieving the 
rank of Captain by the summer of 1792, and that of Rear-Admiral by early 1793.  
During the slave revolt of the 1790s in the French colony of Saint-Domingue, now 
Haiti, Captain de Cambis was openly sympathetic toward the abolition of slavery 
and supported protecting the rights of free men of colour.  His anti-slavery views 
were utterly despised by the slave masters fleeing Haiti, and by his own crew.  In 
late 1792, he was forced to suppress a mutiny of his crew at Santo Domingo, and 
in 1793, he was wounded during a second more violent mutiny while in port in 
New York.  He was recalled to metropolitan France where he was relieved of 
command and arrested for his political opinions.  He survived the Reign of Terror, 
and after an attempt to revive his naval career was rejected, he died on 25 
October, 1825.  At some point during his career, he had become a Knight in the 
Order of St Lazarus, although the record of his induction is lost.  He had also 
joined the Society of the Cincinnati of France as an original member and is 
currently not represented in that Society. 

 
Rear-Admiral Guy-Pierre de Coëtnempren, Comte de Kersaint, Baron de 
l’Empire 24 

Guy Pierre de Coëtnempren, Comte de Kersaint, and  Baron in Napoleon’s 
Empire, was born on 26 November, 1747, in Brest, Brittany, into a family with 
generations of service in the French navy.  He entered the navy in 1764 as a 
midshipman, and steadily advanced in rank becoming a ship’s Captain by 1786 in 
the royal navy.  He participated in several naval actions during the American 
Revolutionary War.  On 18 September, 1778, he became a Knight in the united 
Orders of St Lazarus and Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  In 1781, he was made a 

 
23 Savona-Ventura, The French First Colonial Empire, 2019, op. cit., fn 13; Joseph de 

Cambis. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 
8.i.2025), available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_de_Cambis [accessed 
6.vii.2025];  Contenson, op. cit., p. 297;  La Jonquière, op. cit., p. 49. 

24 Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., p. 289; Guy-Pierre de Kersaint. Wikipedia – The 
Free Encyclopedia (Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 15.viii.2024), available at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guy-Pierre_de_Kersaint [accessed 16.ix.2025];  
Contenson, op. cit., p. 6, 119;  La Jonquière, op. cit., p. 67. 
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Knight in the Order of St Louis.  Opposed to the French Revolution, he emigrated 
in 1790, first to the Netherlands, then to Hamburg, and then returned to France 
in 1803, to become reinstated as a Captain in the navy.  In 1804, he was made a 
commander in Napoleon’s Legion of Honour, then continued to serve in the navy 
of the first French Empire.  In 1812, he served as the Maritime Prefect for 
Antwerp and was promoted to Rear Admiral in 1814.  He retired in 1816 and died 
on 24 August, 1822, in Suresnes, North of Paris.  He had joined the Society of the 
Cincinnati of France as an original member, and is currently represented in the 
Society by a senior heir. 

 
Colonel Alexandre-Charles-Emmanuel de Crussol-Florensac, Comte de 
Crussol 25 

Alexandre Charles Emmanuel de 
Crussol-Florensac, Comte de Crussol, 
(formerly, the Bailli de Crussol) was born 
in 1743 into a family of professional 
soldiers in the French infantry.  He 
entered service in 1773 as a Captain of 
the guards commanded by the Comte 
d’Artois (the future King Charles X), and 
distinguished himself in battle in Italy 
and at the siege of British Gibraltar 
during the Guerre d’Amérique.  In 1783, 
he became a Knight in the Order of St 
Lazarus.  He emigrated during the 
French Revolution and served in the 
Émigré army.  He was raised to the 
peerage after the restoration.  He died 
in 1815.  Apparently, Colonel de Crussol-
Florensac did not apply to join the 
original Society of the Cincinnati of France.  However, his descendants have 
successfully petitioned to have him recognized as being eligible to have joined, if 
he had applied, and he is now represented in the Society by a senior heir. 

 
25 Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., p.315; Alexandre-Charles-Emmanuel de 

Crussol. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 
28.ix.2025), available at https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandre-Charles-
Emmanuel_de_Crussol [accessed 16.ix.2025];  Society of the Cincinnati, Roster 2022, 
op. cit., p. 210, 293. 
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Division Leader Nicolas-Louis de Durfort, Baron de Durfort 26 

Nicolas Louis de Durfort, Chevalier, later Baron, de Durfort, was born into a 
family of professional navy officers in 1736 at Montlouis, Roussillon, France.  He 
joined the navy in 1752 as a midshipman and steadily advanced in rank to become 
ship’s Captain in 1777.  In 1773, he became a Knight in the Order of St Louis.  In 
1779, he was made a Commander in the Order of St Lazarus.  As ship’s Captain of 
the 84-gun Duc de Bourgogne, he participated in the Battle of Cape Henry, 
Virginia, in the Chesapeake Bay on 16 March, 1781, among other actions at sea 
during the American War of Independence.  By 1786, he was promoted to 
Division Leader and, thereafter, commanded several frigates.  He died about 
1791, shortly after the outbreak of the French Revolution.  Apparently, Captain 
de Durfort did not apply to join the original Society of the Cincinnati of France.  
However, his descendants have successfully petitioned to have him recognized 
as being eligible to have joined, if he had applied, and he is now represented in 
the Society by a senior heir. 

 
Supreme-Commander Louis XVI, Roi de France et de Navarre 27 

Louis XVI, born Louis-Auguste de France on 23 August, 1754, at Versailles, 
was the grandson of Louis XV and the second son of the Dauphin.  His early life 
was marked by the royal duties and expectations of the Bourbon dynasty. 
Following the deaths of his older brother in 1761 and of his father in 1765, Louis-
Auguste became the Dauphin, heir to the Throne of France.  In 1774, at the age 
of 19, he ascended as Louis XVI after his grandfather's death.  Despite his royal 
status, Louis XVI lacked confidence and decisiveness, making himself ill-equipped 
to manage the economic challenges and social unrest that engulfed France in the 

 
26 Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., p.300; Nicolas-Louis de Durfort. Wikipedia – 

The Free Encyclopedia (Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 23.vi.2024), available at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicolas-Louis_de_Durfort [accessed 16.ix.2025];  La 
Jonquière, op. cit., p.95; Society of the Cincinnati, Roster 2022, op. cit., p.215, 295. 

27 Charles Savona-Ventura. Biographies: Ordo Sancti Lazari Hierusalem - Grand Maitres, 
Protecteurs & Administreurs (Malta: Office of the Grand Archivist & Historian - 
MHOSLJ, 2016, 2nd edition), pp.97-99; Louis XVI. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia 
(Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 27.ix.2025), available at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_XVI [accessed 18.viii.2025]; Society of the 
Cincinnati, Roster 2022, op. cit., p. 205. 
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late 18th century.  He held several titles 
and honours early in life.  At age three, 
he was appointed as Grand Master of 
the Orders of St Lazarus and Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, although actual 
administration was handled by Louis-
Philippe Phélypeaux.  When Louis XVI 
became king, his younger brother, Louis 
Stanislas Xavier (later Louis XVIII), 
succeeded him as Grand Master of the 
Orders. 

 
In foreign affairs, Louis XVI’s reign 

marked France’s entry into the American 
Revolutionary War, driven by Minister 
Vergennes’s desire to weaken Britain—
France’s perpetual adversary—and to 
regain lost territories from the Seven 
Years’ War.  Initially reluctant, Louis eventually provided secret aid to the 
American colonies, which escalated after the American victory at Saratoga in 
1777.  In 1778, France formalized its alliance with the United States and deployed 
a fleet commanded by Vice-Admiral d’Estaing, which fought in the Caribbean and 
off the American coast.  In 1780, a larger contingent was sent under General 
Rochambeau and Admiral de Grasse. The combined Franco-American effort 
culminated in Cornwallis’ surrender in October, 1781, effectively ending the war.  
However, France’s involvement left the French nation deeply in debt.  The cost 
of the war, financed through loans at high interest without new taxes, 
compounded the existing public debt, leaving France on the brink of bankruptcy.  
King Louis XVI’s government struggled to solve the debt crisis, which led to the 
convocation of the Assembly of Notables in 1787.  When that body rejected all 
reforms to address the crisis, Louis was forced to summon the Estates-General in 
1789, a move that sparked the French Revolution.  The Third Estate declared itself 
the National Assembly, seizing political power as unrest grew.  The king and his 
family were confined to the Tuileries Palace in Paris, living as virtual prisoners.  In 
June, 1791, Louis attempted to flee France in a plan aided by the Swedish Noble 
Hans Axel von Fersen, but was recognized at Varennes and returned to Paris.  The 
revolution intensified.  On 10 August, 1792, a mob attacked the Tuileries Palace, 
culminating in the king’s arrest and the fall of the monarchy.  Declared deposed, 
Louis XVI was tried for treason by the National Convention and found guilty.  On 

 
Louis XVI 
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21 January, 1793, he was executed by guillotine, an event that marked the 
downfall of monarchy in France.  His wife, Marie-Antoinette, was executed in 
October, 1793. 

 
Earlier in his life, Louis XVI became an original member and high patron of 

the Society of the Cincinnati of France, reflecting his interest in military and 
diplomatic affairs.  His reign was marked by political upheaval, failed reforms, and 
ultimately his tragic demise—his execution symbolizing the collapse of absolute 
monarchy and the rise of revolutionary France.  He is currently represented in 
the Society of the Cincinnati of France by his legitimist heir presumptive, the 
legitimist claimant to the Throne of France, Louis Alphonse de Bourbon, Duc 
d’Anjou.  

 

 
Aide-de-Camp Claude-Pierre de Gérard, Baron de Saint-Amand 28 

Claude Pierre de Gérard, Baron de Saint-Amand, was born into a family of 
professional cavalry officers on 17 September, 1741, at Verdun, Lorraine, France.  
He entered the Royal École Militaire in Paris on 4 March, 1757, as a Cadet 
Lieutenant of the King’s Cavalry regiment.  On 23 May, 1759, while still a Cadet, 
he was inducted as a novice Knight into the combined Orders of St Lazarus and 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  He entered active military service in the mounted 
Dragoons as a Cornet and was promoted to Second Lieutenant on 1 April, 1763.  
He resigned in 1766, over being disappointed that he was not promoted.  He then 
served in the Walloon Guards in Spain from 1766 to 1778.  He returned to France 
and by 8 April, 1779, was serving as a Captain attached to the 3rd Chasseurs 
regiment.  During the American Revolutionary War, he was Aide-de-Camp to 
Baron de Vioménil, the second in command under General Rochambeau.  In 
1784, he was appointed as the replacement Captain of the Vosges Chasseurs 
Battalion until he retired on 3 February, 1788.  He was living around 1803 in Saint-
Amand, Lorraine, though his precise death date after that is uncertain.  
Apparently, he did not apply to join the original Society of the Cincinnati of France 
and is currently not represented in that Society. 

 

 
28 Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., p.261; Bodinier, op. cit., pp.247-248. 
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Brigadier-General Jean-Baptiste-Joseph de Laumoy, Chevalier de 
Laumoy 29 

Jean Baptiste Joseph de Laumoy, Chevalier de Laumoy, was born into a 
family of professional infantry officers on 15 April, 1750, at Chilleurs, France.  In 
1760, at the age of ten, he enrolled in the School of Engineering within the Royal 
École Militaire where he excelled.  In 1767, while still a Cadet, he was inducted as 
a novice Knight into the united Orders of St Lazarus and Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel.  On 5 April, 1768, he entered active military service in the French Corps 
of Engineers, advancing in rank until promoted to Captain on 1 February, 1777.  
Later that year, King Louis XVI authorized his leave-of-absence for the purpose of 
volunteering his military services and engineering expertise in the American 
army.   

 
He arrived in America with another volunteer, M. Duportail, and on 17 

November, 1777, both were commissioned by the U.S. Congress with the rank of 
Colonel in the Continental Army’s Corps of Engineers.  Days later, on 25 
November, 1777, he participated in the Battle of Gloucester, New Jersey.  He 
spent that winter encamped with the main Continental Army at Valley Forge, 
Pennsylvania.  Beginning in early 1779, he was assigned to Major-General 
Benjamin Lincoln in the Department of the South.  Colonel de Laumoy was 
wounded on 20 June, 1779, at the British attack on Stono Ferry, South Carolina.  
He actively defended Charleston, South Carolina, attempting to reinforce that 
city’s inadequate defensive fortifications.  When the city surrendered on 12 May, 
1780, he became a prisoner-of-war and remained a prisoner of the British for 
two-and-a-half years until he was exchanged on 26 November, 1782.  Congress 
promoted him by brevet to the rank of Brigadier-General U.S.A. on 30 September, 
1783.  He honourably retired from U.S. service on 10 October, 1783. 

 
In December, 1783, he returned to France and, on 4 July, 1784, was knighted 

in the Order of St Louis.  For his American services, King Louis XVI promoted him 
in the French Royal army with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and, on 1 July, 1785, 
as Aide Maréchal Général des Logis at Sainto Domingo (now Haiti).  He continued 
to receive additional promotions, until being appointed as Commandant in 
second of Martinique in the French Antilles where he was forced to suppress a 

 
29 Jean Baptiste Joseph, Chevalier de Laumoy. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia 

(Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 27.i.2020), available at: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Baptiste_Joseph,_chevalier_de_Laumoy [accessed 

18.viii.2025]; Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., p. 277; Gardiner, op. cit., p. 156. 
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slave revolt in 1789.  He returned to France in 1790, and was serving with the 
Marquis de Lafayette when the revolution broke out.  They fled from Sedan on 
16 August, 1792, but were arrested by the Austrians in Rochefort, in the Duchy 
of Luxembourg (now Belgium), moved from there to Namur, then Nivelles, and 
then confined in the citadel of Antwerp for two months.  After de Laumoy was 
released, he lived in exile in the Netherlands.  When Napoleon invaded, he 
escaped to America living in Philadelphia as an émigré.  He returned to France in 
1801, but never again actively served in the military.  He retired honourably on 6 
June, 1811, and died on 19 January, 1832.  Earlier he had joined the Society of 
the Cincinnati as an original member, and is currently not represented in that 
Society. 

 
Brigadier-General Mathieu-Paul-Louis de Montmorency-Laval, Vicomte 
de Laval 30 

Mathieu-Paul-Louis de Montmorency-Laval, Vicomte (later Comte) de Laval, 
was born in Paris on 5 August, 1748, into a distinguished military family with 
generations of service in the French army.  He received officer training for a 
career in the army and rose to the rank of Colonel of the Régiment d’Auvergne, 
infantry.  In 1779, he was knighted in the Order of St Lazarus.  His father, Guy 
André Pierre de Montmorency-Laval (1723-1798), Duc de Laval, had also been 
knighted in the Order of St Lazarus that same year.  In 1780, the Vicomte de Laval 

 
30 Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., p. 299-300; Mathieu de Montmorency. 

Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 6.ix.2025), 

available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathieu_de_Montmorency [accessed 

31.viii.2025] – son of the Vicomte, claims he accompanied his father, the Vicomte, in 

service with Lafayette in the American War of Independence;  Maison de Laval-Lezay, 

Personalities, Mathieu-Paul-Louis of Montmorency-Laval. Wikipedia – The Free 

Encyclopedia (Wikipedia Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 3.viii.2025), available at 

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maison_de_Laval-Lezay [accessed 31.viii.2025]; Family 

Tree of Mathieu de Montmorency-Laval. Geneastar, available at 
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[accessed 31.viii.2025];  Laval de Montmorency to George Washington (letter dated 
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accepted the position of Premier Gentilhomme Survivance de la Chambre de 
Monsieur, for the brother of the King, the Comte de Provence (future King Louis 
XVIII and Grand Master of the Orders of St Lazarus and Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel).  However, he resigned as a matter of honour when his wife, assigned as 
a lady in waiting to the wife of the Comte de Provence, was not accorded a similar 
honorific title, due to her low birth.  He returned to his military career and 
accompanied his adolescent son, Mathieu-Jean-Félicité de Montmorency-Laval 
(1767-1826), to join his brother in America, Anne-Alexandre-Marie-Sulpice-
Joseph de Montmorency-Laval (1747-1817), Marquis (later Duc) de Laval, Colonel 
of the Régiment de Bourbonnais under the command of General de Rochambeau 
at Newport, Rhode Island.   

 
In 1781, they took part in supporting a joint military action with the 

Continental Army led by the Marquis de Lafayette against British raiding parties 
operating in Virginia.  They set sail from Newport on 8 March, 1781, with 1200 
troops for use in land operations, transported by a French squadron of ships 
commanded by Admiral Destouches.  The French fleet reached the Virginia Capes 
at the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay on 16 March, 1781.  There they engaged a 
British squadron of ships commanded by the British Admiral Arbuthnot in the 
Battle of Cape Henry.  Both fleets suffered damage and casualties, but no ships 
were lost.  Admiral Destouches withdrew and returned to Newport.  The Vicomte 
de Laval’s young son and his brother, the Colonel, were both wounded during the 
battle.  

 
After the successful conclusion of the American War of Independence, the 

Vicomte de Laval toured in America in early 1784.  He stopped by the residence 
of George Washington at Mount Vernon, Virginia, on his way from Charleston 
South Carolina to New York.  On 4 April, 1784, George Washington wrote a letter 
of introduction for him to Thomas Mifflin, then the President of the Continental 
Congress.  The Vicomte de Laval departed New York on 28 April, 1784, carrying 
several letters for George Washington, his personal correspondence to friends in 
France.  Upon his return to France, he was promoted to Brigadier des Armées du 
Roi in 1784, then Maréchal-de-Camp in 1788.  He also held the position of 
Governor of Compiègne from 1766 to 1791.  In September, 1791, he left Paris 
and retired initially to Comtat-Venaissin, then emigrated abroad.  Due to his 
friendship with Joseph Bonaparte, Napoleon’s brother, he was able to have his 
name removed from the Émigré list and returned to France.  He was promoted 
to Brigadier General on 28 October, 1808.  He died on 28 December, 1809.  
Apparently, Brigadier-General de Montmorency-Laval, Vicomte de Laval, did not 
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apply to join the original Society of the Cincinnati of France and is currently not 
represented in that Society by an heir.  However, both his son and brother did 
join the Society as original members.  His brother, Anne-Alexandre-Marie-
Sulpice-Joseph de Montmorency-Laval (1747-1817), Duc de Laval, Colonel of the 
Régiment de Bourbonnais, is represented in the Society.  The Vicomte de Laval’s 
son, Mathieu-Jean-Félicité de Montmorency-Laval (1767-1826), Duc de 
Montmorency, is not represented. 

 
Rear-Admiral Armand-Claude Poute, Marquis de Nieuil 31 

Armand-Claude Poute, Marquis 
de Nieuil, was born on 22 July, 1731.  
He entered the navy in 1746 as a 
midshipman, promoted to Ensign in 
1751, Lieutenant in 1757, and to 
ship’s Captain in 1772.  As ship’s 
Captain, he participated in actions at 
sea during the American 
Revolutionary War and saw action in 
the Caribbean.  In 1783, he became a 
Knight in the Order of St Lazarus.  In 
1788, he became a Knight in the 
Order of St Louis.  He was promoted 
to Commodore in 1784, and to Rear-
Admiral in 1792.  Thereafter, his 
whereabouts during the French 
Revolution are not provided in 
available public sources.  Commodore 

de Nieuil died on 19 April, 1806, at Poitier, France.  Earlier he had joined the 
Society of the Cincinnati as an original member and is currently not represented 
in that Society. 

 

 
31 Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., pp.315-317 – the entry is in error. The correct 
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Commodore François-Louis-Aymer de Monteil, Baron de Monteil 32 
François-Louis-Aymer de Monteil, Chevalier, later Baron de Monteil, was 

born into a family of professional navy officers on 24 May, 1724, at Dauphiné, 
France.  He entered the navy in 1741 as a midshipman, and steadily advanced in 
rank to become ship’s Captain in 1762 and Commodore by 1779.  In 1759, he 
became a Knight in the Order of St Louis.  In 1779, he was knighted in the Order 
of St Lazarus.  As ship’s Captain, he participated in actions at sea during the 
American Revolutionary War.  In April, 1781, he commanded the French 
squadron that reinforced the Spanish at the siege of British occupied Pensacola, 
Florida.  The British were defeated in May, 1781, resulting in Spain regaining 
control over Florida.  After Pensacola, Commodore de Monteil continued to serve 
in the Antilles and later took part in the Battle of the Chesapeake under Admiral 
de Grasse.  Commodore de Monteil died in 1787, several years before the French 
Revolution began.  Earlier he had joined the Society of the Cincinnati as an 
original member and is currently not represented in that Society. 

 
Major-General Henri-Jean-Baptiste de Pontevès-Gien, Vicomte de 
Pontevès-Gien 33 

Henri-Jean-Baptiste de Pontevès-Gien, Vicomte de Pontevès-Gien, was born 
into an aristocratic family of professional naval officers on 13 March, 1738, at Aix-
en-Provence.  He entered the navy on 23 May, 1754, as a midshipman.  During 
the ensuing Seven Years War (1756-1763), he advanced rapidly in rank, promoted 
to Ensign on 17 April, 1757 and, a month later, on 15 May, 1757, to Lieutenant of 
a company of naval forces.  He continued his career in the Royal Navy after peace 
returned in 1763, promoted to Captain-Lieutenant in 1772, and Assistant-Major 
in 1775, serving in the Royal Navy forces garrisoned at Le Havre and Brest.  In 
1775, he became a Knight in the Order of St Louis.  After the outbreak of the 
Guerre d’Amérique, he was assigned command of the 32-gun frigate La Résolue 
in early 1779, with a mission to raid British colonies in West Africa, where he 
destroyed trading posts, took prisoners and seized 96 cannons as war trophies.   

 

 
32 Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., pp.294-295; Gardiner, op. cit., p.126; La 
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33 Savona-Ventura, The French First Colonial Empire, op. cit.; Henri de Pontevès-Gien. 
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Because of his success, he received a commission on 13 March, 1779, as 
ship’s Captain, and was reassigned to the American theatre of operations.  There 
he participated in the battles of Dominica (April/May, 1779), Grenada and the 
Lesser Antilles (July, 1779) as part of the French fleet commanded by Vice-
Admiral d’Estaing.  On 6 November, 1780, he was promoted to Major of the naval 
infantry; then, on 20 August, 1784, to Major of naval forces and, in 1785, to 
Major-General of the Navy and naval forces.  Also in 1785, he was named as a 
member of l’Academie de Marine.  In 1788, he was admitted as a Knight in the 
Order of St Lazarus.  In November, 1789, he commanded a squadron of five ships 
that were welcomed in Boston with honours by numerous dignitaries including 
General Washington, and by the Society of the Cincinnati of Massachusetts.  He 
died on 30 July, 1790, aboard the ship l’Illustre from a fever epidemic at Fort-
Royal, Martinique, before the French Revolution erupted.  Earlier he had joined 
the Society of the Cincinnati as an original member, and is currently represented 
in the Society by a senior heir.   It is interesting to note that the Vicomte de 
Pontevès-Gien’s brother and nephew also joined the Society of the Cincinnati as 
original members. The Vicomte’s brother, Jean-Baptiste-Elzéar de Pontevès-
Gien, Marquis de Pontevès-Gien, commanded naval troops in the fleet of Vice-
Admiral d’Estaing.  The Vicomte’s nephew, son of his aforementioned brother, 
was François-Elzéar de Pontevès-Gien, Marquis de Pontevès-Gien, who also was 
an officer of naval troops in the French navy.  They are both currently represented 
in the Society by heirs. 

 
Brigadier-General Henri-François-Léonard de Poudenx, Vicomte de 
Poudenx 34 

Henri-François-Léonard de Poudenx, Vicomte de Poudenx, was born into a 
family of professional army officers on 3 August, 1747, at Arengosse, Aquitaine.  
In 1760, he enrolled in the military school of the Light Horse, becoming a Light 
Horseman on 22 January, 1763.  Promoted to Sous-Lieutenant of Carabiniers on 
28 April, 1764, to Lieutenant-Capitaine on 28 April, 1768, to Capitaine on 21 May, 
1771, and appointed Mestre de Camp (Colonel) on 14 March, 1774.  On 18 April, 
1776, he was appointed Mestre de Camp en Second (Lieutenant-Colonel) in the 
regiment of Gâtinais and, in 1777 or 1779, promoted to Corps Commander.  On 
13 April, 1780, he was Colonel of the Infantry Regiment of Touraine garrisoned in 
Martinique.  He embarked with his regiment from Martinique on 5 August, 1781, 
to join the French auxiliary army at Yorktown, Virginia.  They arrived in 

 
34 Langle & Treourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., pp.325-326; Gardiner, op. cit., p.95; 
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Chesapeake Bay ten days later and were actively engaged in the pivotal Battle of 
Yorktown, a decisive victory by the Franco-American Allies over the British forces 
under General Cornwallis.  Their contingent re-embarked for the Antilles on 5 
November, 1781.  In February, 1782, they took part in the Battle of Brimstone Hill 
capturing the British West Indies Island of St Kitts (Saint-Christophe).   Upon his 
return to France, he became a Knight in the Order of St Lazarus in 1783.  At some 
point, he had also become a Knight in the Order of St Louis.  In 1784, he was 
promoted to Brigadier-General of the Infantry.  When the Revolution broke out, 
he remained a steadfast Royalist and was imprisoned for fourteen months during 
the Reign of Terror.  He survived to become an Émigré, then returned to France.  
He served as Mayor of his hometown, Arengosse, for eight years, and as 
President of the Tartas district.  He died in Dax, Départment of Landes, France, 
on 28 February, 1814.  Earlier he had joined the Society of the Cincinnati as an 
original member, and is currently not represented in that Society. 

  
Lieutenant-General Étienne-Pierre de Rochechouart, Vicomte de 
Rochechouart 35 

Pierre Paul Étienne de Rochechouart, Vicomte de Rochechouart, was born 
in Toulouse on 15 February, 1724.  He entered the Royal Navy on 1 January, 1741, 
as a midshipman serving during the War of the Austrian Succession (1740-48) 
that involved France, allied with Spain and Prussia, at war against Britain and 
Austria.  As midshipman, he served in three campaigns in the Mediterranean and 
in the Azores.  On 1 January, 1746, he was promoted to ship’s Ensign and took 
part in missions to escort a convoy to Sainto Domingo, and missions to Canada, 
Morocco and to the banks of Newfoundland.  On 17 May, 1751, he was promoted 
to ship’s lieutenant and carried out a mission to the coast of Guinea and an escort 
mission in the Atlantic.  On 17 April, 1757, he was promoted to ship’s Captain 
and, on 1 November, 1757, was made a Knight in the Order of St Louis.  In 1758, 
he was promoted to Vice-Commander of the naval squadron of Maximin de 
Bompar in the Antilles and, as Captain, he commanded a succession of Royal navy 
ships in the Caribbean.  Promoted on 15 November, 1771, to Brigadier and, on 9 
November, 1776, to Chef d’Escadre.  In 1778, he was Captain of the Duc de 
Bourgogne during the Battle of Ushant, the first Anglo-French naval battle during 
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the Guerre d’Amérique, although his ship was not engaged.  In 1779, he became 
a Knight in the Order of St Lazarus.   As Captain of the Auguste, he commanded a 
division of the combined Franco-Spanish fleet in 1779, participating in the 
Atlantic and English Channel campaign.  He was promoted on 12 January, 1782, 
to Lieutenant-General of the naval armies.  On 20 October, 1782, he actively took 
part in a battle against the British fleet under Lord Howe during the Siege of 
Gibraltar.  When the Revolution erupted, he remained a committed Royalist.  In 
January, 1792, he resigned from the Royal Navy and emigrated abroad.  He died 
in exile in 1799.  Apparently, Lieutenant-General de Rochechouart did not apply 
to join the original Society of the Cincinnati of France, and he is not currently 
represented in that Society. 

 
Colonel Louis-Philippe de Ségur, Comte de Ségur, Comte de l’Empire 36 

Louis-Philippe de Ségur, Comte 
de Ségur, was born into an illustrious 
aristocratic family in Paris on 
December 10, 1753. His father, 
Philippe-Henri de Ségur, served as 
Secretary of State for War during the 
later years of the Guerre d’Amérique 
(1778–1783). Louis-Philippe entered 
military service at age 16 in 1769 as a 
Sub-Lieutenant and, by 1776, he was 
a Lieutenant en Second in the 
Régiment d’Orléans of dragoons. 
Desiring to participate in the 
American Revolutionary War, he 
volunteered in 1782 for the French 
expeditionary forces.  In September, 
1782, Ségur sailed aboard La Gloire to 
America, accompanying the frigate 
L’Aigle. They saw combat off Long 
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Island, engaging the British H.M.S. Hector, which was critically damaged and later 
sank in a storm. Later, in Delaware Bay, they captured the H.M.S. Racoon. 
However, during this campaign, L’Aigle grounded on a sandbar and was captured 
by the British, while La Gloire, carrying Ségur and other envoys, escaped safely to 
Philadelphia.  Ségur served as Colonel of his regiment under Rochambeau, 
following the Yorktown campaign.  His regiment returned to France in early 1783, 
after moving through the West Indies. 

 
Back in France, Ségur became Colonel of a newly renamed regiment, the 

Régiment de Ségur of dragoons. In 1784, he was made a Knight in the Order of St 
Lazarus and entered diplomatic service as the French Ambassador to Russia at 
the Court of Catherine the Great.  During his tenure, Ségur authored theatrical 
plays for the Tsarina, became her trusted confidant, and negotiated a beneficial 
commercial treaty in 1787. He also accompanied Catherine on a visit to Crimea 
and attempted to forge alliances against the Ottoman Empire, though these 
efforts fell through largely due to Louis XVI’s indecision.  He returned to France 
in 1789, just before the Revolution.  Ségur participated in the Estates-General as 
a Noble Deputy in 1789, inspired by Enlightenment ideals.  In 1791, he was 
appointed as envoy to Pope Pius VI, but was denied entry into the Papal States.  
Subsequently, he was posted to Prussia, where he faced hostility, notably after 
being accused—without evidence—of intending to bribe Prussian officials.  His 
stay was troubled.  He was severely wounded in a duel and left Berlin in 1792, 
retreating from public life to his estate where he devoted himself to writing. 

During the Reign of Terror, he kept a low profile.  He survived the turmoil 
and returned to public service after Napoleon’s rise.  He was reinstated to the 
military in 1797, and under Napoleon’s regime, his career flourished.  He held 
numerous positions, including, member of the Corps Législatif, Councilor of State, 
Grand Officer of the Imperial Palace and Grand Master of Ceremonies (1805).  He 
was made a Commander in the Legion of Honour and was ennobled as a Count 
of the French Empire in 1808.  In 1813, he was appointed to the Senate.  After 
Napoleon’s disastrous retreat from Russia, Ségur voted to restore Louis XVIII, 
who made him a peer in 1814. During Napoleon’s Hundred Days in 1815, Ségur 
switched his loyalty back to Napoleon and was reinstated as Grand Officer of the 
Palace and peer of the Empire. Following Napoleon's final defeat at Waterloo, 
Ségur enthusiastically supported Napoleon II as the rightful successor.  However, 
when Louis XVIII returned to the Throne, Ségur’s betrayal of the King resulted in 
him being stripped of all his positions and stipends.  Nonetheless, he was later 
rehabilitated, re-joining the Senate in 1819, where he advocated for liberal ideas 
and later supported the July Revolution of 1830.  Louis-Philippe de Ségur died on 
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27 August, 1830, leaving behind a legacy marked by military service, diplomacy, 
political upheaval and literary achievement.  His career embodied the complex 
history of a tumultuous era in France.  Throughout his life, Ségur was also a 
prolific writer—producing histories, fictions, plays and music. He was elected to 
the Académie Française in 1803.  His memoirs, published in 1824, offer vivid 
insights into Napoleon’s Court.  He was also an original member of the Society of 
the Cincinnati, serving as its Secretary from 1784 until its dissolution during the 
Revolution.  Louis-Philippe de Ségur is represented in the Society by a senior heir.  
His father, Philippe-Henri de Ségur, had also been a founding member of the 
Society and is currently represented in the Society by a different heir. 

 
Major General Hans Axel von Fersen, Comte de Fersen (Greve av 
Fersen)37 

Hans Axel von Fersen, Comte de Fersen, was 
born in Stockholm, Sweden, on September 4, 
1755, into a wealthy noble family deeply 
influenced by French culture and court traditions, 
owing to his father’s service at Louis XV’s Court. 
Gifted with multilingual skills from childhood—
fluent in Swedish, French, English, German, Latin, 
and Italian—he received a comprehensive 
military education from an early age. At just 14, in 
1769, he began his military career as a Corporal in 
the Swedish Cavalry, quickly advancing to 
Lieutenant and, later, Captain of the King’s Light 
Cavalry. 
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In 1770, von Fersen embarked on a grand European tour aimed at 
broadening his outlook and studying at premier military schools across Germany, 
Strasbourg, and Turin. During this journey, he met notable figures such as 
Voltaire in Switzerland, King Charles Emmanuel III in Turin and, later, during a 
visit to Versailles, he encountered Marie-Antoinette, then a Courtier. Unaware of 
her identity at first, he later learned she was the future Queen of France. His 
travels also took him to England, where he met King George III and Queen 
Charlotte. By 1775, he returned to Sweden, continuing his military service under 
King Gustavus III. In 1778, amid France’s entry into the American Revolutionary 
War, von Fersen received leave to observe French military preparations in 
Normandy.  He joined the French army, serving under General Rochambeau and 
participated in the Yorktown campaign—one of the war’s pivotal battles—where 
he distinguished himself.  After the victory, he remained with the French army 
during the winter in Williamsburg, then returned to France with Rochambeau in 
1783. Later that year, King Gustavus III summoned von Fersen to Germany to 
serve as Captain of the Swedish Royal Guard, promoting him to Ceremonial 
Colonel and Knightly Orders in Sweden.  Concurrently, he was appointed as a 
Colonel in the French service of the Régiment Royal Suédois, which was 
garrisoned near Paris.  Throughout, he held various ceremonial military titles and 
received stipends for his service.  His close relationship with Marie-Antoinette 
persisted, and he became a trusted diplomatic figure, conducting sensitive 
negotiations between Sweden and France during the final years leading up to the 
French Revolution. 

 
Von Fersen witnessed the rapid deterioration of France’s political stability 

first-hand. He attended the Estates-General in 1789, witnessed the formation of 
the National Assembly, and was present when the Royal Family was forced to 
move from Versailles to Paris. Recognizing the danger to the Royal Family, he 
developed multiple escape plans for Louis XVI and Marie-Antoinette.  One such 
attempt in June, 1791, was foiled at Varennes when the king was recognized and 
detained. Disguised as a coachman, von Fersen escaped France and travelled 
across Europe, seeking aid and plotting new escape routes, but ultimately failed 
to free the Royal Family.  He was devastated when Marie-Antoinette was 
guillotined in October, 1793. Returning to Sweden, von Fersen was promoted to 
Major General and observed Napoleon’s rise in revolutionary France with 
interest.  In 1796, he served as Sweden’s envoy at the Congress of Rastatt, where 
he met Napoleon Bonaparte.  He also undertook other diplomatic missions for 
Sweden.  His political influence grew, and he was appointed a Lord of the Swedish 
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Realm and later became Grand Marshal of the Swedish Court in 1801, the highest 
court position. 

 
In 1807, during the upheavals of the Napoleonic Wars, Louis XVIII visited 

Sweden, and von Fersen was possibly knighted in the Order of St Lazarus—in 
recognition of his distinguished military and diplomatic service and his loyalty to 
the French Royal Family.  His loyalty to the Swedish Monarchy and his political 
service made him a central figure leading up to the tumultuous years of the early 
19th century in Sweden.  The political tensions culminated in 1810 when a 
dispute over the Swedish succession led to the death of Crown Prince Charles 
August.  Rumours circulated that von Fersen had poisoned the Crown Prince, 
which motivated a radical mob to attack him during the Prince’s funeral 
procession.  Von Fersen was dragged from his coach, assaulted, and his ribcage 
was crushed.  The procession’s guards failed to protect him.  Despite the 
pandemonium, he was posthumously cleared of any wrongdoing and given a 
state funeral.  Von Fersen’s life was one of adventure and political intrigue, 
embodying the complex loyalties of his era.  His legacy remains as a nobleman 
deeply committed to his friends, his country, and the causes he believed in, 
embodying the tumult and grandeur of his times.  He was an original member of 
the French Society of the Cincinnati, but was barred from wearing its insignia by 
King Gustavus III, who viewed the association as too republican and a threat to 
absolute monarchy.  A senior heir currently represents von Fersen in the Society. 

 
Rear-Admiral Jean-Baptiste Joseph Hubert de Vintimille, Vicomte de 
Vintimille 38 

Jean-Baptiste Joseph Hubert de Vintimille, Vicomte de Vintimille, was born 
in Marseille on 6 February, 1740.  He entered the royal navy in 1758 as a 
Midshipman, rose steadily in the ranks to be promoted as ship’s Captain in 1780.  
Also, in 1780 he became a Knight in the Order of St Louis.  He participated in the 
American War of Independence.  He was promoted in 1786 to Chef de Division 
and to Rear-Admiral in 1814.  In 1788, he became a Knight in the Order of St 
Lazarus.  He died on 4 March, 1819.  He did not join the Society of the Cincinnati 
of France and is currently not represented in that Society. 
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Captain Martin-Marie-Charles de Boudens, Vicomte de Boudens de 
Vanderbourg 39 

Martin-Marie-Charles de Boudens de Vanderbourg, Vicomte de Boudens de 
Vanderbourg, was born into a military family on 8 July, 1765, at Saintes 
(Charente-Maritime), Aquitaine.  He entered the Royal Navy in 1782 as a 
Midshipman, serving aboard l’Hermione after that ship had returned to France in 
February, 1782, from its participation in the Battle of the Chesapeake.  The ship 
was preparing to support a mission to French India when peace negotiations with 
Great Britain in 1783 resulted in the cancellation of that mission.  Thus, 
Midshipman de Boudens de Vanderbourg never saw combat during his brief 
service as an entry-level Naval Officer in the Guerre d’Amérique.  In 1788, he was 
promoted to ship’s Lieutenant and, that same year, he also became a Knight in 
the Order of St Lazarus.  He continued his navy career as ship’s Lieutenant until 
the revolution when he immigrated to Germany.  He remained there developing 
his skills in composing philosophical writings, poetry and translating literature 
and poetry until returning to France in 1802.  After his return to France, he also 
resumed his career in the navy and was promoted to ship’s Captain in 1814.  His 
publications in the years following his return resulted in his election to the 
Academy of Inscriptions and Belles-Lettres in 1814.  He died in Paris on 16 
November, 1827.  He did not join the Society of the Cincinnati of France and is 
not represented in that Society. 

  
Other Lazarites with Family in the American Revolution 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, there are also members in the Order of St 
Lazarus who, although not themselves military combatants in the 
American Revolution, had either close or distant relatives who were 
officers actively engaged in that conflict.  Previously mentioned are the 
families of Montmorency-Laval, Pontevès-Gien, and Ségur.  There are 
several additional families.  Among these additional families are:  
Audiffret; Beaumont d’Autichamp; Bombelles; Damas d’Antgny; 
d’Estimauville de Beaumouchel; Grimoüard; James de Longueville; La 
Rochefoucald; Luppé; Menou; Montfort; Moyria; Noailles; Osmond, and 
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Soulanges.  No doubt, this list is not exhaustive.  Although these families 
had both members in the Order of St Lazarus and officers in military 
service to royal France during the American War, they did not have a 
family member known to be in both.  A future researcher may wish to 
study the interconnections within each of these families between the 
Lazarite confreres and military officers, not covered in this study. 

 
Conclusion  

The above listed members in the Order of St Lazarus who also served 
as officers in the American Revolutionary War represent only a small 
fraction of the total number of admissions into the order.  Fewer still are 
the number of those officers who eventually joined the original Society of 
the Cincinnati of France, thereby becoming members in both 
organizations.  There were of course far more officers in the French Royal 
forces operating in the Americas who were never Lazarites and who did 
join the original Society of the Cincinnati of France.  Not surprisingly, many 
of them were members in other Military Orders of Chivalry.  There were 
many dozens of French officers in the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order 
of St John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta who also became 
members in the original Society of the Cincinnati of France.  Perhaps in 
the future, another researcher may be interested in conducting a much 
more ambitious study to identify all of them, or investigate memberships 
in yet other French Orders, such as the Royal French Order of Military 
Merit.  Admiral John Paul Jones of the American Revolutionary Navy, as 
well as other officers in the American Continental Army, were recipients 
of the Order of Military Merit.40 

 
There are several interesting parallels between the modern Order of 

St Lazarus and the reconstituted Society of the Cincinnati of France that 
are noteworthy.  Both organizations are dedicated to public service, 
although their service missions are somewhat different.  The Society of 

 
40 Order of Military Merit (France). Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (Wikipedia 

Foundation Ltd, U.S.A., 28.viii.2025), available at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Military_Merit_(France) [accessed 
24.viii.2025]. 
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the Cincinnati has an educational mission, to promote scholarship and 
provide public instruction that celebrates the Enlightenment ideals 
embodied in the Guerre d’Amerique, and to commemorate those 
individuals who participated in that conflict, irrespective of modern 
concepts of nationality.  

 
Another interesting parallel is that both organizations experienced 

gaps in their continuity in the 19th and early 20th centuries.  Seven of the 
thirteen American constituent State Societies of the Cincinnati ceased to 
exist between 1791 and 1835.  However, these seven State Societies were 
each reorganized in the late nineteenth century, and all of them remain 
active associations today.  The Society in France, founded in 1784, was 
disbanded and dispersed after the coup d’état of 10 August, 1792.  It was 
reorganized on 4 July, 1925 and has remained active ever since.  Despite 
a gap of nearly one hundred and thirty-three years, no one has ever 
seriously challenged the continuity of the Society of the Cincinnati of 
France as being anything other than fully legitimate. 

 
The shorter gap in the continuity of the Order of St Lazarus has been 

the subject of endless scholarly debates.41 Regardless of governing 
Canonical statutes and the continuity of successive Spiritual Protectors by 
the Melkite Catholic Patriarchs, the fact remains that for several years 
there were no new admissions to the Order, and living members ceased 
to exist for a brief time.  The same was true for the Society of the 
Cincinnati of France since it had no members for decades.  When the 
Order of St Lazarus was reorganized, it adapted to the times.  Some critics 
assert that the modern Order of St Lazarus is so different from the Order 
as it formerly existed in 1830, that it cannot possibly be regarded as a 
continuation.  However, informed scholars realize that ever since the 
Order of St Lazarus was founded in antiquity, it has always been a 
changing, fluid entity.  It might be argued that change, over the centuries, 
is a defining characteristic of the Order of St Lazarus.  Thus, rather than 
accepting the charge from critics that changes indicate a break in 

 
41 Nelson & Ross, op. cit.; Gregorios III, op. cit. 
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continuity, it is actually the opposite.  Positive changes are not only to be 
expected, but are also part of the Order’s long history and, therefore, 
actually indicate the modern Order’s continuity with the ever-changing 
Order from centuries ago.  The only constant has always been change! 

 
In closing, Confreres in the Grand Priory of America can perhaps take 

a special pride in the Lazarites identified in this study, all of whom took 
part as Officers in the American War of Independence and, thereby, 
helped to found the United States of America.  Fellow members may also 
note that America’s independence was not accomplished without 
assistance from an international community of nations and, therefore, 
can take satisfaction in giving their own assistance back to the 
international community of today.  The selfless generosity of the Lazarites 
featured in this study provides inspiration to living members to continue 
fulfilling the charitable mission of the modern Order of St Lazarus.  
Although much has changed over the centuries within the Order, the 
original mission of providing assistance to the sick and poor and to those 
in need remains a defining attribute of the modern Order, in continuity 
with its past.  History comes full circle through the continuing generosity 
of Confreres in the Order of St Lazarus, then and now. 

  


