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Abstract 
As part of its drive towards fund-raising, the modern Order of St 

Lazarus has undertaken to commission commemorative or simply fund-
raising items promoting the Order. These have included a number of 
tableware items that have been commissioned by various national 
jurisdictions of the Order.  

 

Introduction 

Commemorative items have long been used by organizations and 

states to celebrate landmark events in their respective history. These 

items have utilized various forms that range from coins to jetons, medals 

to medallions, and philately. Another has been the production of specific 

designs of decorative porcelain or pottery and glassware items. These 

forms have also proved useful to promote fund-raising initiatives. The first 

known initiatives at producing commemorative plates by the Order of 

Saint Lazarus appear to be dated to the 1970s following the transfer of 

the International Headquarters to Malta, thus giving rise to the Malta 

Obedience. 

 

 

Plates and dinner sets 

The first plate identified commemorates the Grand Magistral Council 

Meeting held in Malta on the 23-24th September 1977. This limited edition 

of commemorative plate was produced by Bristow Potteries Ltd. [Malta] 

for the Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands. This green-coloured plate 

[diameter 14cm] depicts the incised mantled arms of the Order in the 
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centre with a lower circular inscription reading ‘The Arms of the Order of 

St Lazarus of Jerusalem’. The back carries the circular inscription that 

reads ‘Magistral Meeting * Malta 1977’ with ‘MALTA bP’ in centre.  

 

 
Torri ta’ Lanzun Archival collection 

 

 

A limited 250 edition of a porcelain commemorative plate [diameter 

11”] was commissioned by the Grand Custodian of Insignia from 

Cavenswall China Co Ltd, England in 1978.1 This depicts the mantled arms 

of the Order in the centre surrounded by the Latinized name and motto 

of the Order in gold – ORDO MILITARIS ET HOSPITALARIS SANCTI LAZARI 

IERUSALEM – ATAVIS ET ARMIS. The edge is decorated by alternating 

series of the green eight-pointed cross and the banner of the Order. The 

back gives a brief outline of the history of the Order.  

 
1 Letter from Grand Custodian of Insignia Chev. T.A. Kieth-Hill to Grand 

Chancellor dated 9th June 1978. MHOSLJ Torri ta’ Lanzun Archives B23.  
Cavenswall China Co Ltd changed ownership in the late 1980s. The records of 
the original company owners have not been transferred to the present 
owners. Sive Philippa Simpson, Sales & Marketing Manager, SSCaverswall 
China Co ltd, Stork-on0Trent, U.K. in email dated 5th November 2013.   



 

   165 

 
H.E. Chev. Charles Savona-Ventura’s collection 
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In 2013, the jurisdictional hospitaller of the commandery of Saint-

Denis in France commissioned a Limoges hard-paste porcelain hand-
decorated plate as a fund-raising initiative to support the equipping of an 
orphanage in Haiti Lespwa Soley or a dispensary Al Wadi el Arayech near 
Zahle in Lebanon. Produced at a cost of €15, the plate was sold at a price 
of €30. This depicts the green eight-pointed cross of the Order in the 
centre, each point of the cross surmounted by a gold circle. The plate is 
bordered by green and gold circles.2  

 

 
 
 
Another apparent fund-raising initiative was the production of a very 

rare edition of a 12-service dinner set produced by the luxury German 

brand Villeroy & Boch for the Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus 

of Jerusalem [plates 21 cm diameter]. The plates depict the mantled arms 

 
2 https://www.facebook.com/LazarusMalta#!/pages/Grand-Prieure-de-France-

des-Hospitaliers-de- Saint-Lazare-de-Jerusalem/326843427354 - 6th June 
2013.   
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of the Order while the other set accoutrements depict the arms of the 

Order.  

 

 

 
H.E, Chev. Hans von Leden collection 3 

 
 

 

 
3 Now owned by Chev. Richard Payatt. 
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Table decorations 
The Commandery of Gozo of the Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands 

in 2006 commissioned circular stone-carved hand-painted tiles depicting 
the green eight-pointed cross of the Order that could be used to decorate 
a table’s decor. At the same time, a fridge magnet depicting the arms of 
the Order was also produced.  

 
Other resin-based hand-painted tiles depicting the green eight-

pointed cross of the Order were produced in 2023 by the Grand Priory of 
the Maltese Islands as a fund-raising initiative.  
 

  
2006 design 

© Chev. P. Banavage 
2023 design 

© Chev A. Doublet 
 

 
Fridge magnet, 2006 
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Another pottery-based commemorative item produced by Bristow 
Potteries Ltd. [Malta] for the Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands was a 
light brown coloured ashtray [diameter  14cm]. This item is undated, but 
was most likely produced to commemorate the Grand Magistral Council 
Meeting held in Malta on the 23rd - 24th September 1977 or the 
Inauguration of the Grand Chancery at Torri ta’ Lanzun in Malta in May 
1973. The ashtray depicts the incised mantled arms of the Order in the 
centre circled by the text: ‘The Arms of the Order of St Lazarus of 
Jerusalem. The back carries a central text that reads ‘MALTA bP’. 

 

 
Torri ta’ Lanzun Archival collection 

 

Another decorative item produced as a fund-raising initiative by the 
Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands in 2012 was a series of hand-crafted 
egg-art made out of a real goose egg shell depicting the green eight-
pointed cross of the Order. These were designed and produced for the 
jurisdiction by egg artist Ms Candice Fava.  

 
A pottery-based wall plaque measuring 13,11cm depicting the green 

eight-pointed cross of the Order and encircled by the text ‘ORDO S. 
LAZARUM’ was found on sale in a tourist shop in Southern Italy. 
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Goose egg art Wall plaque 

CS-V’s collection 

 
 
Drinking ware  

Drinking ware appears to be a less favourite medium for 
commemorative or fund-raising items.  

 
A cream white ceramic-based goblet [~25x10cm] depicting the green 

eight-pointed cross was produced as a fund-raising initiative in 2020 in 
Belgium to complement the launch of a beer Sanctus Lazarus - Ambree 
dedicated to the Order of St Lazarus – Commanderie de Wallonia.  
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A limited edition of clear glass goblets etched with the mantled arms 

of the Order was commissioned in 2016 by Chev. Walter Pasiful from 
Balmoral Glass, United Kingdom, as a fund-raising initiative for the 
Commandry of Gozo of the Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands at a 
production cost of GBP367.61. Another limited edition of clear glass wine 
glasses etched with the arms of the Grand Priory was commissioned from 
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Mdina Glass Malta (XK Holdings) in 2024 to commemorate the 60th 
anniversary of the setting up of the national jurisdiction. 

 

  
2016 Malta Goblet 

CS-V’s collection 
2024 Malta wineglass 

CS-V’s collection 

 

  
No provenance available 

Another wine glass depicting 
the green eight-pointed cross has 
been featured on the internet, but 
unfortunately no information about 
this item as to its origins is available.   
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Conclusion 
Commemorative items of whatever format are an important record 

of the perceived important events in any organization’s history. The list 
presented herein is probably far form complete, and the author would 
certainly welcome further information about the items detailed here or 
about new unrecorded items.4 

 
 
 
  

 
4 The author can be contacted by email at ecassar33@gmail.com 
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