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Abstract 

It has been alleged that Louis XVIII awarded membership to the 
honorific Order of Saint Lazarus to King Gustav IV Adolf and other Swedish 
dignitaries who supported his cause during his exile years. This period is 
alleged to have also seen the establishment of a hereditary commandery 
in that country. Review of the available known contemporary 
documentation and museum artifacts have so far failed to confirm this 
allegation.  
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Introduction 

Louis Stanislav Xavier, Comte de Provence, was appointed Grand 
Master of the Royal Orders of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem and of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel in 1773. In the aftermath of the French Revolution, in 
June 1791, the Comte de Provence was forced to escape from France to 
seek the safety with neighbouring friendly monarchs. During the 
subsequent 23 years of exile, the Comte de Provence was accommodated 
by various monarchs, sometimes reluctantly, including Czar Paul I of 
Russia and King Gustav IV Adolf of Sweden. These two monarchs and 
other dignitaries were supposedly honoured by Louis XVIII through 
admission to the meritorious Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem.1 The 

 
1 The Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, created by Papal decree and joined 

to the Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem in 1608, had been formally 
separated by Royal decree in 1779 being solely reserved for selected 
meritorious graduates of the École Militaire Royal. The closure of the latter 
establishment in 1788 made this award superfluous, and a decision was made 
to allow the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel to become extinct in 
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admission of Czar Paul I and other Russian dignitaries in 1800 is clearly 
documented by contemporary authors 2 and further confirmed by the 
actual existence of the insignia belonging to the Czar kept in the Kremlin 
Museum and portrait paintings showing Russian dignitaries wearing the 
breast cross of the Order.3 The Swedish admissions, however, were only 
formally documented in 1937 by a member of the restructured 20th-
century Order of Saint Lazarus in an article published in the Order’s 
journal.4 Separate contemporaneous or artefactual confirmation has as 
yet not been possible. The published correspondence of Louis XVIII to 
Gustav IV make no reference to the award.5 

 
19th-century Swedish alleged admissions 

In 1937, Adelbert Fredericks-Son published an article in the journal 
of the Order of Saint Lazarus La Vie Chevaleresque reviewing the 
experiences in Sweden of the Comte de Provence, then King Louis XVIII 

 
accordance to Canon Law (Code of Canon Law, 120:$1-2, available 
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_PD.htm, accessed 14.09.2024). 

2 J.T. Georgel. Voyage a Saint-Petersbourg en 1799-1800 (Paris: Alexis Eymery, 
1818), pp.206-207, available 
https://books.google.com.mt/books?id=G9kUAAAAQAAJ (accessed 
13.09.2024); Ernest Daudet. Les Bourbons et la Russie pendant la Révolution 
française d'après des documents inédits (Paris : Libraire Illustrée, 1886), 
footnote et passim, p.12, available 
https://www.archive.org/details/lesbourbonsetlar00dauduoft (accessed 
13.09.2024). 

3 Charles Savona-Ventura. The Hospitaller Knights of Saint Lazarus (Malta: 
Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands – MHOSLJ, 2019), pp.297-299. 

4 Adelbert Fredericks-Son. Sa Majesté le Roi Louis XCIII Grand maitre de l'Ordre 
Militaire et Hospitalier de Saint Lazare de Jérusalem et ses voyages en Suede 
(1804-1807). La Vie Chevaleresque 1937, 18, pp.29-34. 

5 Ernest Daudet (1886), op. cit., pp.372-386. Another supposed source, quoted 
by Adelbert Fredericks-Son (1937), op. cit., includes the letters of the Bishop 
of Kalmar, Martin Georg Georgsson Vallin Wallenstråle (*1733 †1807, bishop 
1789-1807), to the Bishop of Linköping, Jakob Axelsson Lindblom in the  
Bibliotheque Ostrogothique de Linköping. This source has yet to be explored 
and studied. 
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since the death of his nephew in 1795. During his exile, King Louis XVIII 
requested permission from King Gustav IV Adolf to visit Sweden on two 
occasions, in 1804 and 1807. Adelbert Fredericks-Son maintains that 
during these visits, Louis XVIII admitted Gustav IV and other Swedish 
dignitaries to the Order of Saint Lazarus in recognition of the support 
these individuals gave to Louis XVIII and the French royal cause to regain 
the throne..6 Adelbert Fredericks-Son was in 1938 confirmed as the 
hereditary commander of the Commandery of Askeby Kloster supposedly 
founded in 1804 by his ancestor Olaf Nilsson d’Oijeby who was admitted 
a hereditary knight of the Order by Louis XVIII.7  

 

 
Louis XVIII travels in Sweden & Russia during his exile years 1798-1807  
[stayed in Warsaw in 1801-1804 & finally arrived in England in 1807] 
 

 
 

 
6 Adelbert Fredericks-Son (1937), op. cit. 
7 La Vie Chevaleresque 1938, 19/20, p.47 
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King Gustav IV Adolf (*1778 
†1837; reign 1792-1809) was 
generally supportive to the plight of 
Louis XVIII during his exile years. In 
1805, Sweden joined the Third 
Coalition against Napoleon, but the 
Swedish campaign went poorly and 
the French occupied Swedish 
Pomerania. After Russia concluded 
an alliance with France in 1807, it 
invaded Finland then ruled by 
Gustav IV who was ferociously anti-
Napoleon I. His invitation to Louis 
XVIII in May 1807 was made in the 
hope of raising an army of French 

emigrees to fight the Napoleonic forces. Louis XVIII met Gustav IV in 
Karlskrona in September 1807, after which the French king-in-exile 
proceeded to Gothenburg and on to Yarmouth, England arriving in 
October 1807. In 1809, Sweden was forced to surrender the eastern third 
of Sweden to Russia. These losses led to the deposition of Gustav IV 
forcing him to abdicate and go into exile initially to Germany but later to 
Switzerland. It is claimed that Louis XVIII had acknowledged Gustav IV’s 
support by awarding the then honorific Order of Saint Lazarus. 

 
Contemporary documentary or artefactual evidence of Gustav IV’s 

admission to the Order of Saint Lazarus has as yet not been found. The 
Royal Armoury Museum in Stockholm exhibits the uniform worn by 
Gustav IV during his forceful abdication. The insignia on this uniform 
includes only the Swedish royal chivalric order of the Seraphim and the 
white eight-pointed cross of the Order of Saint John. 8 The latter cross had 

 
8 Photo credit (09.04.2019): Helena Bonnevier. Livrustkammaren/SHM (Statens 

Historiska Museer, Item nos. 18971_LRK and 18972_LRK, Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International Public License CC BY 4.0) 
https://samlingar.shm.se/media/B9506364-40D8-48ED-9C21-39CD48903EB7 
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been awarded to Gustav IV in response to his plans of giving the Island of 
Gotland to that Order.9 An earlier 1794 painting depicts Gustav IV wearing 
the Swedish insignia of the chivalric royal orders of the Seraphim, the 
Sword, the North Star and the Vasa.10 He is never depicted wearing the  
insignia related to the French Order of Saint Lazarus.11 The absence of any 
related insignia in the museums’ collections and the absence of any 
portraits depicting Gustav IV wearing the Lazarite insignia may point 
towards the fact that the King was never actually admitted to the Order 
of Saint Lazarus. However, it has been suggested that King Gustav IV Adolf 
took many of his personal belongings, including orders and decorations, 
with him when he went into exile 1809. The Lazarite insignia may have 
been one of the insignia kept by the deposed King and thus never became 
part of the royal collections.12 

 

 
(accessed 13.09.2024). The database contains the collections from the 
museums that make up the State's historical museums. 

9 Andreas Olsson.  Email correspondence with curator of the Royal Armoury 
Collections, dated 12th August 2024 (Andreas.Olsson@shm.se). 

10 Oil painting by artist Jonas Forslund dated 1794. Photo credit (27.06.2018): 
Helena Bonnevier. Livrustkammaren/SHM (Statens Historiska Museer, Item 
no. 9004_LRK, Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Public License 
CC BY 4.0). https://samlingar.shm.se/object/17011CCD-18CE-43B3-A6DE-
6D6E4F21C3F5 (accessed 13.09.2024).  

11 The only registered Lazarite insignia in the State’s historical museum 
collection are breast stars of the Savoyan Order of Sts Maurice and Lazarus. 
Statens Historiska Museer, Item nos. 1497_LRK, 1498_LRK, 1499_LRK. 
https://samlingar.shm.se/object/0766E6AA-94A3-407F-AB3C-3CDB595B6BA4 
(accessed 13.09.2024) 

12 Christian Thorén. Email correspondence with senior curator of the Royal 
Orders of Knighthood, dated 14th August 2024 
(christian.thoren@royalcourt.se). 
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Uniform Coat of dark blue Dress belonging to Gustav IV Adolf in 1809, 

equipped with the embroidered cross of the Seraphim Order and the linen 
cross of the Order of Saint John 

 
The point has been raised regarding the appropriateness of awarding 

an originally Catholic honorary award of chivalry to a Protestant Christian. 
This seems to be a mute argument since the Order of Saint Lazarus had 
by the 19th century lost its ecclesiastical status and was purely an honorific 
royal order. Louis XVIII certainly had no qualms about awarding the Order 
of Saint Lazarus to the Orthodox Christian Czar Paul I and his entourage. 
The Order of Saint John, also an originally Catholic Order of Chivalry, 
similarly had no qualms about awarding the Hospitaller Cross to Gustav 
IV and Paul I. Louis XVIII himself had been awarded the Swedish Order of 
the Seraphim.13 The 19th century was a period in turmoil where previous 
religious strife and principles were often put aside for political 
expediency.  

 

 
13 Ernest Daudet (1886), op. cit., ftnote p.282. 
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Swedish individuals serving the French King in the 17th - 18th centuries 
had been previously made members of the Order of Saint Lazarus. The 
formally recorded admissions included: Charles Comte de Steinbach 
(admitted 1721)14 and Nicolas Comte de Bielke (ad. 1732). 15 Other 
Swedish individuals were allegedly also admitted to the Order during the 
17th - 18th centuries, these included: Nils Starek de Kanstherp (~1680), 
Peter Myra d’Ostby (†1680), Lars Ståhle de Metsje (†1700), Hans 
Andersen Barek (†1700), and Christian Janssen Liebergh (†1777). None of 
these latter individuals appear in the published list of 17th - 18th centuries 
admissions.16  

 
In the early 19th-century, during the exile period of Louis XVIII, a 

number of Swedish individuals were allegedly admitted along Gustav IV 
Adolf to the Order of Saint Lazarus. 17 These include:  

 
Prince Frederick Adolf, Duke of 

Östergötland (*1750 †1803), uncle to Gustav 
IV, is alleged to have been admitted to the 
Order of Saint Lazarus. Frederik was made 
Colonel in 1762, general major in 1768, 
general lieutenant in 1774, commander of the 
Västmanland regiment in 1775 and field 
marshal in 1792. He was given a minor role in 
the Revolution of 1772 of his brother Gustav 
III, who gave him the task of agitating in 
Södermanland and Östergötland. Under 

 
14 This individual is reported to have served as a reformed captain in the Royal-

German regiment. H.M. de Langle & J.L. de Tréourret de Kerstrat. Les Ordres 
de Saint Lazare de Jerusalem & De Notre Dame du Mont Carmel aux XVIIe et 
XVIIIe siecles. (Paris : Publications LMTK, 1992), p.216. 

15 H.M. de Langle & J.L. de Tréourret de Kerstrat (1992), op. cit., p.252. 
16 L’Ordre Militaire et Hospitalier de Saint Lazare de Jerusalem en Suede. 

Typescript anonymous undated note in Torri ta’ Lanzun MHOSLJ Archives, 
Malta [subsequently S. Lazare en Suede]. 

17 Adelbert Fredericks-Son (1937), op. cit. 
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Gustav IV, in July 1793, he was given the position to chair the government 
during the absence of the King and thus serve as regent in the southern 
provinces. In 1800, Frederick Adolf left Sweden for health reasons and 
travelled first to Germany and then to France. He died in Montpellier in 
France in 1803. His admission to the Order, if it occurred, would possibly 
have been made before 1800 and therefore before Louis XVIII visited 
Sweden.18  

 
Colonel Hans Axel von Fersen (*1755 

†1810) served as Marshal of the Realm of 
Sweden, as General of Horse in the Royal 
Swedish Army,  one of the Lords of the Realm, 
aide-de-camp to Rochambeau in the 
American Revolutionary War, diplomat and 
statesman, and a friend of Queen Marie-
Antoinette of France. In his role as General, 
he commanded  the Royal Swedish Army, he 
led the Royal Swedish regiment in the service 
of France and had become one of the 
familiars of the Court of Versailles before the 

French Revolution. Von Fersen was lynched in 1810 by a Stockholm mob, 
following rumours of his involvement in the death of Charles August, 
Crown Prince of Sweden. 19 

 

 
18 Adelbert Fredericks-Son (1937), op. cit., p.31, ftnote 9; Prince Frederick Adolf, 

Duke of Östergötland. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (U.S.A.: Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc., 08.06.2024). 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Frederick_Adolf,_Duke_of_%C3%96ster
g%C3%B6tland (accessed 13.09.2024)  

19 Adelbert Fredericks-Son (1937), op. cit., p.31; Axel von Fersen the Younger. 
Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (U.S.A.: Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., 
01.09.2024). https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axel_von_Fersen_the_Younger 
(accessed 13.09.2024)  
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Johann Hermann von Fersen (*1740 
†1801) was a Saxon-born infantry general who 
served from 1770 in the Imperial Russian 
Army. Under Paul I of Russia, he served first as 
Quarter Master-General, then commanded 
the Russian contingent in the failed 1799 
Anglo-Russian invasion of Holland. Defeated 
and taken prisoner at the Battle of Bergen, 
General von Fersen was sent to the fortress of 
Lille. He remained in captivity until the 
conclusion of peace. Upon his return from 

captivity in 1800, he was again allowed into the Russian army. He was 
allegedly admitted to the Order of Saint Lazarus in 1800, probably during 
Louis XVIII’s visit to Russia. He died in Saint Petersburg.20  

 
Johan Albrech Stroman-Ehrenström (*1762 †1847) initially joined 

the military service in Finland. In 1786, he moved to Russia and joined 
Catherine II's entourage during her familiar stage tour to southern Russia. 
He subsequently returned to Stockholm and remained loyal to King 
Gustav III. In 1788, he was appointed cabinet secretary and kept the 
minutes at the peace negotiations in Värälä. In June 1791, he 
accompanied Gustav III on the trip to Aachen, where together with a large 
group of nobles, they were to receive the French royal family which was 
attempting to escape from France. Unfortunately, the royal family never 
managed to cross the border into Belgium. In 1793, he was imprisoned as 
a participant in the so-called Armfelt conspiracy and was sentenced in 
September 1794 to the gallows, but was pardoned and condemned to life 
imprisonment at Karlsten. In 1800, he was released and regained his 
nobility. Tsar Alexander I immediately awarded him a life pension and 
appointed him chairman of the rebuilding committee for Helsinki, which 

 
20 Adelbert Fredericks-Son (1937), op. cit., p.31 ftnote 8; Johann Hermann von 

Fersen. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (U.S.A.: Wikimedia Foundation, 
Inc., 29.06.2024). 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Hermann_von_Fersen (accessed 
13.09.2024) 
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had been badly ravaged by fire during the Russian conquest. Ehrenström 
designed the city's urban plan in Gustavian style with its wide boulevards 
and large squares. In 1814, he received the title of Imperial Councillor. He 
is said to have been admitted to the Order of Saint Lazarus in 1806.21  

 
Nils-Fredrik Stroman-Ehrenstrom (*1756 

†1816) became a constable with the artillery 
in 1768 and appointed second lieutenant in 
the artillery in 1771. He was made a member 
of the knighthood and nobility at the Riksdag 
in 1786. He was promoted to Major in 1792 
and later that year to lieutenant colonel. After 
the assassination of Gustav III, he was 
assigned an insignificant position in Finland 
forcing him to request resignation. He 
returned to service in 1797 as a Lieutenant 
Colonel with the task of assisting the artillery 

command, was promoted to Colonel in 1799 and to General Field Fabric 
Master in 1800. In the years 1803–1812 he was Commandant in 
Gothenburg and in 1816 Commandant at Varberg Fortress. During his 
time in command of Gothenburg, he accommodated members of the 
deposed Bourbon royal family which caused him great costs, forcing him 
into debt. He is said to have been admitted to the Order of Saint Lazarus 
in 1808.22  

 

 
21 Adelbert Fredericks-Son (1937), op. cit., p.33 ftnote 17; Johan Albrecht 

Ehrenström. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (U.S.A.: Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc., 12.09.2024). 
https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johan_Albrecht_Ehrenstr%C3%B6m (accessed 
13.09.2024). 

22 Adelbert Fredericks-Son (1937), op. cit., p.33 ftnote 17; Nils Fredrik 
Ehrenström. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (U.S.A.: Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc., 04.03.2024). 
https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nils_Fredrik_Ehrenstr%C3%B6m (accessed 
13.09.2024). 
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Jonas-Olofsson Ulf (*1752 †1826) served as a volunteer and fought 
in the Napoleonic wars against Bonaparte. He was allegedly conferred the 
title of hereditary knight of the Order of Saint Lazarus by Louis XVIII. 23  

 
Erik-Mikaelssen Hedenquist (*1789 †1831) lived in Gothenburg 

during the period when Louis XVIII was resident in the city. In recognition 
of the services provided, Hedenquist is said to have been made ‘comes 
hereditarius’ and admitted as a knight in the Order of Saint Lazarus.24  

 
Olav Nilsson d’Oijeby (*1755 †1806), nicknamed "the King of Askeby 

Kloster", served as the Ostrogothie deputy of the Swedish parliament. He 
is said to have been confirmed with the hereditary title of Commander of 
the Order of Saint Lazarus providing the ancient convent of Askeby as the 
seat of the commandery.25  
 
 
The Hereditary Commandery of Askeby Convent 

This hereditary commandery was allegedly set up by Olav Nilsson 
d’Oijeby in the early years of the 19th century and was linked to the 
ancient convent of Askeby which was to serve as the seat of the 
commandery. After the death of Olav Nilsson, the hereditary 
commandery was passed down to his heirs: Nils Olofsson d’Oijeby (*1783 

 
23 Adelbert Fredericks-Son (1937), op. cit., p.34; Jonas Olofsson Ulf. Ancestry 

(U.S.A.: Ancestry, 2024), 
https://www.ancestry.com/genealogy/records/jonas-olofsson-ulf-24-vdz1k3 
(accessed 13.09.2024). 

24 Adelbert Fredericks-Son (1937), op. cit., pp.33-34; Erik Michaelson (Jens 
Lindström webpage, 18.12.2023), https://www.jenson.se/000/001/258.htm 
(accessed 13.09.2024).  

25 Adelbert Fredericks-Son (1937), op. cit., p.31; Olav Nilsson Geni – A 
MyHeritage Co. (U.S.A.: MyHeritage Ltd., 2024), 
https://www.geni.com/people/Olof-Nilsson/6000000026695360162 
(accessed 13.09.2024). 
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†1851); Magnus Petersson de Viskeruy-Varsdberg; Juilius Magnusson 
Juhlin (*1861 †1934); and Adelbert Fredericks-Son.26 

 

 
Modern view of Askeby Church 

 
Askeby Abbey, located outside Linköping in Sweden, was originally 

a Cistercian nunnery in operation from the late 12th century until 1529. 
Founded as a daughter convent of the Vreta Abbey during the second half 
of the 12th century, it was placed under the authority of the Alvastra 
Abbey. After the Swedish Reformation of 1527, the valuables of the abbey 

 
26 La Vie Chevaleresque 1938, 19/20, p.47 
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were confiscated and taken to the royal treasury in accordance with the 
Reduction of Gustav I of Sweden. The management of the abbey was 
given to the abbess of Vreta Abbey. In 1529, Askeby Abbey was dissolved 
and the buildings were destroyed by fire eight years later. The associated 
Askeby Church survived this fire but was burnt down in 1609 leaving only 
two floors of the original tower. The western part of the nave underwent 
major rebuilding 1876-1877 and was further restored in 1951 and 1970. 
Today the church serves the parish of Askeby in the Diocese of 
Linköping.27 

 
 
Conclusion 

It has been alleged that King Louis XVIII established a presence of the 
Order of Saint Lazarus in Sweden during the first decade of the 19th-
century. No contemporary documentary proof for this allegation has been 
as yet found. Similarly, a review of the Swedish National Museum holdings 
including insignia and contemporary portraits have as yet also failed to 
confirm a physical presence of the Order in 19th-century Swedish nobiliary 
society. Until confirmatory evidence is found relating to the 19th-century 
presence, it must be assumed that the definite presence of a Swedish 
Lazarite community can be definitely dated to 1938 when the Hereditary 
Commanderie d’Askeby Kloster, with Chev. Adalbert Frédéricksson being 
confirmed as hereditary commander of the jurisdiction.28 This jurisdiction 
was allowed to go into abeyance in the subsequent decades. A new 
jurisdiction, named the Grand Baillage de Suede, was set up in 1963 with 
Dr Bela Kezdi Vasarhelyi de Kezd being appointed at its head.29  

 
  

 
27 Askeby Abbey. Wikipedia – The Free Encyclopedia (U.S.A.: Wikimedia 

Foundation, Inc., 10.07.2024). https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Askeby_Abbey 
(accessed 14.09.2024). 

28 La Vie Chevaleresque; 1938, 19-20, p.47. 
29 La Croix de Sinople - The Green Cross, 1963, vol.1 no.2, p.16 
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