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Abstract

The historical record relating to the Order of Saint Lazarus is
reviewed to identify the sequential structures, ranks, styles and forms of
address used in the Order throughout history with the aim of correcting
misconceptions which have crept in during the modern period.
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Introduction

When reference is made to “Orders”, it must be understood that
there are at least five different types of “Orders”. There are the religious
Orders, some more ancient than others, like the Benedictines and the
Dominicans; then the Religious Military Orders, like the Order of Malta
or that of Saint Lazarus and those originating on the lberian peninsula;
followed by the royal and princely Orders of Chivalry, like the Garter and
the Golden Fleece etc.; then the various State Orders of Merit, and,
finally, the secular society Orders, like the order of the Amarant in
Sweden, with the simple aim of bringing young people of similar
background together for the purpose of finding a suitable spouse.?

! The Count de Evora GCLI GMLI KMLIJ pp, Custodian of Insignia of the Grand-
Priory OSLJ of France.

2The Order of the Amarant is not a “recognized Order of Knighthood”, as claimed
on page 124 in the 2017 edition of the “Handbook” but a society order under
royal patronage; hence the motto “MEMORIA DULCIS” - “SWEET MEMORY".



Leaving the abovementioned considerations aside, this paper is
bound to be controversial as it aims to dispel some obvious myths in the
process of explaining various current aspects of the Order of Saint
Lazarus, viewed from an historical perspective, and also to point out some
unfortunate misapprehensions. As shall be evident, the matter will not
enjoy exhaustive treatment but, hopefully, encourage to further studies
and debates.

Prologue

Precious little is known for certain about the true origins of the
Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem. The apocryphal legends, referred to
in 16™-century papal Bulls and various works by 17%- and 18™-century
clerics, may safely be discarded as pure fantasy, with no plausible
foundation in history. It is, however, most unfortunate that so many of
these fables have been repeated over and over again by ignorant and
unscrupulous 20"-century writers.

Laurent-Benoit Desplaces, an 18"-century French military officer
and historian appears to be the first to address the subject of the origins
of the Order of Saint Lazarus with objectivity in the anonymously
published Essai critique sur I’histoire des Ordres Royaux, Hospitaliers et
Militaires de Saint Lazare de Jérusalem et de Notre-Dame du Mont-
Carmel.? In the preface to the work, the author refutes the pretensions of
earlier writers suggesting that the Order of Saint Lazarus would have
stemmed from Saint Basil’s hospital in Czesarea in Cappadocia and
declares (p. 55) that the Order of Saint Lazarus, contrary to oft repeated
claims, never adhered to the rule of Saint Basil. Desplaces further

3 Laurent-Benoit Desplaces. Essai Critique sur I’Histoire des Ordres Royaux,
Hospitaliers et Militaires de Saint Lazare de Jérusalem et de Notre-Dame du
Mont-Carmel (Liege : J.J. Tutot, 1775), +260pp.

132



advances a theory that it was the Amalfi hospital that became the
leprosarium. There is no mention of either Armenian monks or of the
Melkite patriarchate. This is not surprising : following the schism of 1054,
at the time of the Latin Kingdom in the Holy Land, both Armenians and
Melkites were separated from the Church of Rome.

Dr Rafaél Hyacinthe, in his dissertation for a doctorate in history at
the University of Sorbonne, Paris, L’Ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem au
Moyen Age (Etudes & Communication Editions, 2003), is similarly cautious
about the origins of the Order. He refers to the first documented mention
of the “Domus leprosorum Sancti Lazari” and the “ecclesia Sancti Lazari et
conventus infirmorum qui miselli vocantur” in Jerusalem, in a document
of 1142. From the text it is evident that it refers to a Religious house with
a strictly regulated spiritual life. Seen in its actual context, it is not difficult
to understand that the Saint Lazarus House in Jerusalem, already at an
early stage, would attract sometimes quite substantial donations, mostly
in kind, from local benefactors as well as from pious sponsors in Europe.*

Blessed Gérard

It is known that, around the middle of the 11™-century, merchants
from the Italian city state of Amalfi obtained permission from the local
authorities to build a hospital or inn in Jerusalem to accommodate
Christian pilgrims to the holy places. This establishment was dedicated to
Saint John-the-Almoner, a 6™-century Patriarch of Alexandria, in Egypt.

At the time of the conquest of Jerusalem, on 15™ July 1099, the
hospital was administered by a Brother Gérard who, because of his virtues
and saintly way of life, soon after his death, around 1120, came to be
venerated as a Beatus or Blessed. He was never canonised. In the wake

4 Rafaél Hyacinthe. L'Ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem au Moyen Age (Bez-et-
Esparon : Etudes & Communication Edition, 2003), +253pp.
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of the siege of and battle about Jerusalem, it was evident that the existing
hospital had insufficient capacity and a new hospital, dedicated to Saint
John the Baptist, was established at the initiative, it would seem, of
Blessed Gérard. From this developed the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem,
today known as the Sovereign Military Order of Saint John of Jerusalem,
of Rhodes and of Malta. Blessed Gérard is likewise venerated as the
founder of the Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem. His feast day is
celebrated on the 13' October.

Nothing is known about the background of Blessed Gérard. Was he
from Amalfi or from Martigues in France or from elsewhere? What is
known with certainty, however, is that his family name was neither
“Tum”, nor “Tunc”, or “Tenque”, as is generally believed; in fact it is
totally unknown. The problem with the erroneous surname attributed to
Blessed Gérard is the result of a misinterpretation of the Latin adverb
“tum” in the caption of a late 16™-century engraving, representing
Blessed Gérard’s imagined features.

Structures

It is well established that the Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem was
introduced in France by King Louis VIl on his return from the Holy Land in
1149, accompanied by a dozen Lazarite brethren. The reason for this was
that leprosy, a malady virtually unknown in Europe before the first
crusade, had been brought to our shores by returning crusaders and
become a serious problem. The disease was highly infectious and there
was no known cure. It was hoped that the Lazarite brethren, having
suitable experience, would be able to assist in resolving the matter. Five
years later, in 1154, King Louis VIl donated the royal domain at Boigny-
sur-Bionne, near Orléans, to the Order of Saint Lazarus.
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It is recorded that Sir Roger de Mowbray, who participated in no less
than three crusades, introduced the Order of Saint Lazarus in England
around 1150, richly endowing it with land in Leicestershire and
elsewhere.’ In due course Lazarus houses were established in many places
in the Holy Roman Empire, and also in what is now ltaly, in Scotland, and
in various parts then under the Crown of Spain.

A century later, Saint Louis (IX), on his return from the Holy Land in
1254, brought with him the Master General of Saint Lazarus, believed to
have been Frére Raynaud de Flory, and installed him at Boigny. The
property remained in the Order’s possession until confiscated by the
revolution in 1791.

As the impact of leprosy subsided in the wake of the final collapse of
the Latin Kingdom with the fall of Saint-Jean-d’Acre, on 28" May 1291, so
did the generosity towards the Order of Saint-Lazarus. The need for
asylums to care for individuals afflicted by the disease of lepra diminished,
and many preceptories were leased to farmers, eventually to become lost
for ever. Jealousy on the part of the clergy was common-place and,
contrary to what might have been expected, local ecclesiastical
authorities were often keen to quarrel over the Order’s properties rather
than respect the rights of the Order and the intentions of the donors.

Originally, the establishments of the Order were known as
preceptories, a term that appears to have survived the longest in respect
of the Grand Magisterial Commandery at Boigny. Subsequently, the term
commandery came into general use and, eventually, a commandery
became a benefice, accorded well-deserving knights by way of apanage.

5> David Marcombe. Leper Knights - The Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem in
England, c.1150-1544 (Suffolk: Boydell Press, 2003), +320p.
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This structure of the Order suffered badly as a consequence of the
reformation. The Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem was a Religious
Order; its property belonged to the Catholic Church and, therefore, was
confiscated by the adherents to the new faith.

In France, the Order was under nearly constant assaults from local
ecclesiastic authorities, especially after permission had been obtained for
married men to be accepted as knights of the Order. The matter wasina
way settled by Pope Clemens XIV’s Bull Militarium Ordinum Institutio, of
December 1772, prohibiting the Royal, Military, and Hospitaller Orders of
Our Lady of Mount-Carmel & Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem to enjoy any fruits
of ecclesiastic benefices.® The common notion that this Bull “secularised”
the Order is inexact and represents, in our opinion, an unduly wide
interpretation. The fact that the last edition of the “Vade Mecum” of the
knights, containing statutes, the Order’s version of the Little Office of Our
Lady, the Office of the Dead, the Penitential Psalms and various other
prayers, was printed in 1774, two years after the bull, suggests that this
was not the general understanding at the time.”

Ranks, Styles & Categories of Membership
Originally, there appears to have been only one category of
membership of the Order, that of “Frater” - Brother. The first printed

6 Clemens XIV. Militarium Ordinum institutio (xii.1772). Transcribed in: Lettre
Patientes du Roi, concernant I'Ordre de Saint-Lazare données d Versailles le 18
Janvier 1773. Registrées en Parlement le 27 Février audit an (Paris, 1773) +8p ;
Doutremont Cellier, Vermeil Gerbier, de La Saudade. Mémoire et Consultation
sue I'état, les droits & priviléges de I’Ordre de St Lazare. Délibére a le onze Juillet
1772 (Paris, 1772).

7 Office d I'usage des Chevaliers de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel et de St Lazare
de Jerusalem en Latin & en Francois (Paris : Imprimerie Royal, 1774), +223pg.
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statutes of the Order were published in Lyon in 1649.% Chapter llI
regulates the Government of the Order stating that:

“Under the authority of the Grand Master, the Order is governed by
two categories of officers. The first, called Senior Officers, are the
Primates, the Chancellor, the Treasurer, the Admiral or Marshal of
the Order” (the principal military officer, not to be confused with the
present-day Master of Ceremonies) “and the Procurator General or
Promotor of Causes. The others are the Junior Officers, the
Secretaries and the Receivers.”

“The Primates, by virtue of the ancienneté of their reception and
without any further nomination or installation, are the four most
senior Knights, not already appointed to a superior office in the
Order. Their duty is to serve on the Ordinary Council of the Grand
Master, as if born to be Councillors.”

It is worthy of note that the statutes quoted in I"Ordre Militaire et
Hospitalier de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem, by Count Otzenberger-Détaille
(Paris 1936; p.28), contain the above paragraph about the Primates,
albeit somewhat abbreviated.®

Chapter VIII of the 1649 statutes deals with status and ranks of
members of the Order.1° The first paragraph reads in translation :

8 Mémoires, Régles et Statuts, Cérémonies et Priviléges des Ordres Militaires
de Notre Dame du Mont Carmel et de S. Lazare de Jérusalem (Lyon: Antoine
Cellier, 1649), +178pp.

Charles Otzenberger-Detaille. L'Ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jerusalem et Son
Organization Actuelle (Paris: Office Central de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem, 1932),
+22p.; Charles Otzenberger-Detaille, Paul Bertand.L'Ordre Militaire et
Hospitalier de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem (Paris: Office Central de Saint-Lazare
de Jérusalem, 1936).

10 Memoires, Regles et Statuts ........ , Op. Cit.

©
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“In the Order, only the following offices and categories are
recognised : Those of the Grand Master, the Grand Prior, the
Primates, the Senior and Junior Officers, the Commanders, the
Knights, the Priors, the Chaplains, and the Brothers Servants-at-
Arms. These are all honoured according to their status and take
precedence in that order.”

“To the Grand Master belongs the most senior rank of all and after
him the Primates, then the Chancellors, the Treasurer, the Admiral or
Marshal of the Order, and the Procurator General”.

“All other Members take precedence according to the date of their
reception in the Order; firstly the Knights, secondly the Priors and
Chaplains, finally the Brothers Servants-at-arms.”

“Commanders and Junior Officers acquire no precedence from their
respective offices but maintain that accorded by their anciennité.’
“The style given to all Members of the Order is not Dom (short for
Dominus = Lord) but Frére (Brother) as appears in the papal Bulls. In
addition, we prefer this style above all others as it refers less to
eventual differences in family origins but more to charity and because
it has been used, at all times in the Church, ever since the birth of our
religion” (id est the Order of Saint Lazarus).

In the Biblothéque de I’Arsenal in Paris, there exists a compendium
of manuscripts with the reference 6118. Page 291 consists of a document,
of 1775, beginning:

“Nous sousigné, Frére Antoine-René de Voyer, Marquis de Paulmy,
Chevalier Commandeur et Chancelier des Ordres Royaux Militaires &
Hospitaliers de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel et de Saint-Lazare de
Jérusalem” ...

Further, there is a “Réglement” (ordonnance), of 31 December
1778, by the Comte de Provence concerning the Order is addressed to
“nos freres les Grands-Officiers, Commanderus & Chevaliers de nosdits
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Ordres : SALUT”. In the preamble on page 5, we find the phrase “sans
altérer les principes de I’égalité qui doivent toujours étre la base de toutes
les institutions de Chevalerie. In English, “without altering the principles

of egality, which should always be the basis for all knightly institutions.”**

In article VIl of the same ordinance, it is decreed that at ceremonies
of the Order, the knights take their places according the date of their
reception. Finally, the Grand Master enjoins his “fréres les Grands-
Officiers, Commandeurs & Chevaliers” to respect and observe the
instructions given in the ordonnance. In fact, the use of the style “frere”
continued in the Order of Saint Lazarus at least until the “abolition” of the
Order by royal decree of 30™" July 1791.1?

In this context it seems apposite to emphasize that a canonically
erected institute, established by papal bull, as was the case in respect of
the Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem as well as the Order of Our Lady
of Mount-Carmel, cannot be abolished by a temporal power. Such an
institute may be prohibited to operate within a certain realm, but it can
be abolished solely by the Holy See or by extinction, effective one
hundred years after the death of its last member. The Order of Saint
Lazarus was never abolished by the Holy See!

As already stated above, originally the Order consisted of Brothers
only but, as also the members of the House of Saint Lazarus in Jerusalem
saw the need for defence of their establishment, they became militarised

11 Réglement (de Monsieur, grand-maitre général) concernant les ordres royaux
militaires et hospitaliers de Notre-Dame-du Mont-Carmel et de Saint-Lazare de
Jérusalem, 31 Décembre 1778 (Paris : imp. de Monsieur , 1779).

12 Relative & I'emploi des biens des ci-devant Ordres royaux, hospitaliers &
militaires, de Notre-Dame de Mont-Carmel & de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem,
Donnée a Paris, le 28 Mars 1792 (Paris : 1972).
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and divided into the categories of knights, chaplains, and serving
brothers-at-arms. Later on, the status of knight-commander was added
for those enjoying the privilege of being accorded the usufruct of one or
more of the Order’s commanderies.

The compendium of manuscripts (Ref. 6118) referred to above also
contains a “Mémoire sur I'Ordre de Saint-Lazare”, beginning on p.193.
Since it is neither signed, nor dated, the author remains anonymous
although the contents may suggest the Marquis de Paulmy, the
Chancellor of the Order.

After an introduction, there follows a draft for six articles aimed at
introducing the rank of Grand-Cross, to be restricted to twenty-two
recipients: Two for ecclesiastic commanders; four for the Grand-Officers;
and sixteen for meriting knights and knight-commanders. The fifth article
was to refer to and safeguard the concept of egality as one of the
fundamental principles in the Order. Consequently, it should be laid down
that at Order ceremonies the precedence among knights Grand-Cross,
knights-commanders, and knights of Saint Lazarus be determined solely
by the respective dates of their reception in the Order.

The matter of faith

To this chapter belongs also the generally confused matter of
religious adherence of members of the Order before 1969. It is often
claimed that the Order of Saint Lazarus became “ecumenical” soon after
the French Revolution, and as “evidence” reference is made to the fact
that there exists a number of portraits of high-ranking Russian officers
undeniably wearing the cross of Saint Lazarus. However, the conclusion
that they were in reality professed knights of the Order of Saint Lazarus is
not at all correct. First of all, to be admitted to the Order, one had to
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prove adherence to Roman Catholic and Apostolic Faith and, since 1757,
extraction from a long line of French noble ancestors.

On the other hand, it is known that Grand Masters would sometimes
allow men serving the Order in one capacity or other, without being
knights thereof, the privilege of wearing the cross of the Order as a reward
for faithful service. In fact, the magnificent armorial of the Order, kept in
the collections of Bibliothéque Richelieu in Paris, contains a list of some
forty names of recipients of the cross of the Order honoris causa.

So how to explain the cross of Saint Lazarus on early 19"-century
Russian uniforms? By conjecture, it is fairly simple: Following the
Revolution, the Comte de Provence was in exile for no less than twenty-
four years, with no apanage nor any fixed revenue, but he was Grand
Master of Saint Lazarus. Conferring honours belonging to the Crown of
France may have been considered controversial. Furthermore, due to the
confiscation and alienation of the Order’s property, even when the
political situation in France had reached an equilibrium, it would no longer
be possible for the Order to fulfil its relatively recent purpose of pension
institute for high-ranking military officers of impeccable lineage. So, to
say “thank-you” for extensive hospitality and other important services to
his person and cause, Lazarus crosses were manufactured and bestowed.
It is claimed that the Comte de Provence also conferred some crosses
during his séjour in Sweden, allegedly including King Gustavus IV
Adolphus, but it has not been possible to trace any evidence supporting
this claim. As some will know, there was an article in the April-July 1938
issue of “La Vie Chevaleresque” (p.47), claiming the erection of an
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hereditary commandery at Askeby Kloster in Otrogothia in connexion
with the stay of the Comte de Provence in Sweden.!?

The notion of an hereditary commandery in Sweden at the beginning
of the 19™-century is pure fiction! Many years ago, the matter was
investigated and it was found that, before the reformation, Askeby
Kloster had been a Cistercian convent. An inquiry to the local parish gave
negative result. Apparently, the idea of an Olof Nilsson founding a St
Lazarus commandery at Askeby was invented by an eccentric Swedish
author, writing in the 1930s under the name of A.O. Eosander and
propagating the supremacy of the « ostrogothic race ». The books were
published in the « Diplomatarium Nobilium ». According to a list of
publications contained in one of his works, there was an article of his,
published in May 1922 in the Rivista Araldica, Rome, about « Orders of
Chivalry » in the Duchy of Ostrogothia (Ostergétland) in Sweden. Maybe
that is the source ?

In any case, since, following a decision by the Estates, gathered at
Vasteras, in June 1527, Sweden was now a protestant country and,
eventually, people would pay with their lives if maintaining « the Old
Faith ». Catholic emancipation was achieved only in 1860, encouraged by
the two Catholic Bernadotte queens. Until 1969, a non-Catholic could not
become a Knight of St Lazarus in the proper sense. Czar Paul I, and
perhaps also King Gustaf IV Adolph of Sweden, received a Cross of Saint-
Lazarus honoris causa by the exiled Grand Master, the Comte de
Provence. They were never Members of the Order. In consequence, the

13 Adelbert Fredericks-Son. Sa Majesté le Roi Louis XCIIl Grand maitre de |'Ordre
Militaire et Hospitalier de Saint Lazare de Jérusalem et ses voyages en Suede
(1084-1807). La Vie Chevaleresque, 18 (1937), 29-34; La Vie Chevaleresque 19-
20 (1938), 47. See also subsequent article in this edition.
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existence of an hereditary commandery at Askeby Kloster is an
impossibility.

For comparison, on the premises of the Grand Priory of England
SMOM, there is a portrait painting of King Edward VI, wearing the insignia
of a Bailiff Grand Cross of Honour & Devotion of the SMOM. Was he that?
Yes and no! Yes, he was, in fact, a Bailiff Grand Cross of Honour &
Devotion of the SMOM, honoris causa. The great painter Caravaggio, was
he a Knight of Malta ? No, he was not! However, he enjoyed the honour
of wearing the white eight-pointed cross, honoris causa, in recognition of
his extraordinary talent and as a recompense for his artistic services
rendered the Order of Malta.

Consultation of any edition of the statutes of the Order of Saint
Lazarus of Jerusalem, issued before 1969, will show that, to become a
member of the Order, adherence to the Catholic Roman and apostolic
faith was indispensable. Any suggestion to the contrary is simply false!
Admittedly, however, there were categories of affiliated or associated
individuals, supporting the Order’s aims and works, who belonged to
other faiths, without forming part of the membership of the Order and
without possibility to participate in the governance of the Order. It should
be noted that until sometimes in the 1970s, Dames of Saint-Lazarus were
not members, but affiliates of the Order and thus could neither hold
office, nor vote at a chapter general. Like most ancient organizations, the
Order of Saint Lazarus has had its fair share of « ups & downs ».

As everyone will know, all the most senior ancient orders of chivalry
still have one rank only. This is the case with the Orders of the Garter, of
the Golden Fleece, of the Thistle, of the Elephant, and of the Seraphim.
Orders of merit, on the other hand, beginning with the French Order of
Saint Louis, instituted in 1693 by Louis XIV, are intended to reward

143



different levels of service, performed by people of different rank or status;
hence the originally three ranks of knights: Grand-Cross, commanders,
and knights. Napoléon Bonaparte added another two junior ranks after
that of knight to the, by then, traditional three ranks for his Legion of
Honour; those of officer and of commander. Eventually, those five ranks
were generally adopted as a standard for orders of merit, except in Great
Britain, where the scale begins with member, followed by officer, then
commander. To confuse the issue, the scale continues with the ranks of
knight, knight-commander, and, finally, the rank of Grand-Cross. This is
the order of precedence in, for example, the Order of the British Empire,
which strictly is an order of merit and not of knighthood, despite the
official terminology applied. In fact, the Order of the British Empire could
be regarded as a hybrid institution, half state order of merit and half royal
order of chivalry. But there again, apart from the rare instances of
“Uradel”, when was nobiliary status not conferred as a reward for faithful
service. In any case, the British honours system is unique in the world and
little or not at all understood in continental Europe.

Conclusion

The reader of this paper may now feel justified to ask: What is the
relevance for this exposé in the present context? Well, let us look at the
current ranks in the Order of Saint Lazarus: does the view ML —OLJ - CLJ
— KLJ — KCLJ — GCLJ not look familiar? Since when does the Order of Saint
Lazarus pretend to the image of an order of merit? The answer is: since
the creation of the English Tongue in the early 1960s. In 1961, Lt. Col.
Robert Gayre of Gayre & Nigg, Baron of Lochoreshyre, an able and
resourceful man, full of energy and ambition, joined the Order of Saint
Lazarus. Thanks to his initiative and efforts, the first issue of The Green

14 Bertrand Galimard Flavigny. Histoire des décorations du moyen dge a nos jours
(Paris : Editions Perrin, 2017)
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Cross, a bi-lingual publication in French and English, printed in Scotland,
appeared in June 1962. From the list of members of the Supreme Council
of the Order, published in this first issue, we learn that Col. Gayre was
already a member of the Council and also the Commissioner General for
the English Tongue. This was the beginning of an ever-increasing Anglo-
Saxon influence in the Order.”

Lately, voices have been raised for a return to a more traditional
European membership structure for an Order of Chivalry, by abolishing
the three junior ranks of MLJ — OLJ — CLJ, and thereby eliminating any
confusion with the profile of an Order of Merit. Members of the Orders
of Malta and of the Holy Sepulchre are admitted in the rank of Knight or
Dames respectively. Of course, there is a need for careful preparation of
candidates as postulants. This could be done through the now generally
obsolete Companionate of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem over a period of, say
one or two years, depending on how active is the jurisdiction or sub-
jurisdiction concerned. The statutes of 31 January 1968, article 22,
mention only the three traditional ranks of GCLJ — KCLJ — KLJ for knights,
and DGCLJ — DU for dames, distributed on four categories: Justice for
Catholics of noble extraction, Devotion for Catholics without noble
proofs; Honour for non-Catholic members of the nobility; and Grace for
non-Catholics without noble proofs. Two first categories constituted the
membership of the Order whilst the two latter categories were composed
of affiliated individuals.!®

In the early 1970s, there was an instruction from the Grand
Chancellery stating that, on principle, all new affiliates of the Order were

5 La Croix de Sinople — The Green Cross (Edinburgh: The Armorial Ltd, , 1962), vol.
1.
16 Régles, Statuts et Coutumes de I'Ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem. La Vie
Chevaleresque (Paris: Grand Magistere - MHOSLJ, 1968), +34pp.
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to be admitted in the rank of MLJ and promoted, if appropriate, to the
rank of OLJ after three years. After four years, promotion to CLJ could be
considered and after another five years the rank of KLJ might be obtained,
thus, having a preparation of no less than twelve years before attaining
the rank of Knight. At that time, it was also held that Knight Commander
was not a rank in the Order but a function, that of a leader of a
commandery, hence the fact that there is still no specific lapel badge for
a KCLJ. In the present context, it is worth considering that Colonel Gayre
was a free-mason and one may speculate as to whether he might have
been inspired by the masonic quest for “progression in life” by giving the
Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem a profile similar to that of a British
Order of Merit.

Inspired by the ancient usage in the Order referred to above, knights
belonging to the Grand Bailiwick OSLJ of France have adopted the opening
greeting in writing of “Chevalier, mon Frére” or, if the addressee is a GCLJ,
“Votre Excellence, Chevalier, mon Frere.” The letter or message is ended
with “Bien fraternellement en Saint-Lazare”, before the signature.’

17 Other sources used to prepare the article included:

e Almanach Imperiale pour I'ans M.DCCC.V — M.DCCC.XIIl présenté a sa
Majesté (Paris, 1815 — 1830).

e Guy Coutant de Saisseval. Les Chevaliers et Hospitaliers de Saint-Lazare de
Jérusalem de 1789 a 1930 (Argenteuil: Imprimerie Pagniez, 1984).

e Frédéric Guigue de Champvans. L'ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem (Paris:
Institut historique et héraldique de France, 1932), +16pp.

e Jean-Jacques Lartigue. Biographie & Armorial des chevaliers des Ordres
Royaux de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel & de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem
(avec les statuts édits, réglements, bulles, etc.). Tome Il, 1721-1830 (Edition
privée, tirée en 30 exemplaires, circa 2020).
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Appendix
M. GAUTIER de SIBERT, Histoire des Ordres Royaux, Hospitaliers-Militaires
de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel et de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem, (Paris
1772).
PREVOT MAITRE DES CEREMONIES, LE TITRE TRADITIONNEL DU «
CEREMONIAIRE » DANS L’ORDRE DE SAINT-LAZARE DE JERUSALEM
EN FRANCE
« Malgré les différentes occupations du Marquis de Nérestang, » ... «
il convoqua un chapitre pour les premiers jours de février 1612. » ...
« Il fut aussi réglé que lorsqu’on s’assemblerait pour faire des
réceptions de Chevalier, le plus ancien de ceux qui ce trouveraient a
I'assemblée, serait chargé du soin des cérémonies, tant dans I’église
qu’au dehors, & que pour marque de sa dignité il porterait un béton
a la main. Sans doute que cela s’était déja observé, puisque le
Chevalier de Courville prend le titre de Prévét dans une acte inséré au
registre le 18 de novembre 1611. Dans la suite, le Statut du chapitre
de I'an 1612 devint inutile ; pour éviter les inconvénients d’une
commission momentanée, on créa une charge permanente de Prévot
Maitre des Cérémonies. »

Paul BERTRAND DE LA GRASSIERE, L’Ordre Militaire et Hospitalier de
Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem, Son Histoire — Son Action, (Paris : Editions
Peyronnet, 1960).
« Des trois discours qui furent prononcés (le 16 février 1952), je ne
veux détacher que les derniéres phrases de I’allocution prononcé par
le regretté baron Guérin- Séquier, prévét maitre des cérémonies du
Grand Prieuré de France : »
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