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Abstract 

The Crusader Orders in the Outremer variably interacted with one 
another. The Order of Saint Lazarus functioned as a hospitaller and 
military order giving solstice to victims of leprosy. The Order interacted 
with both the Hospitaller and Templar Orders, particularly with the latter. 
After their expulsion from Acre, the Orders struggled to survive. The 
Templar Order failed to adapt to the times and was formally dissolved. 
While the Hospitaller Order became a sovereign order assuming Rhodes 
as its base, the Order of Saint Lazarus ended up being fragmented into 
three main branches. Political machinations in the 15th century led to the 
promulgation of the Bull Cum solerti which led the Hospitaller Order to 
consider Lazarite holdings as its property in spite of the resistance put 
forward by the Lazarites. The Order of St John finally accepted the 
existence of their Lazarite compatriots by the late eighteenth century. 
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Introduction 

Much has been written about the relationships of the main religious 

and military orders with their common enemy, particularly in their early 

years, both on the battlefield and in their less violent political 

rapprochement.  Academics have broached the subject of how the two 

main Orders, Templars and Hospitallers, dealt together, but less so on the 

association between the two hospitaller Orders, the Orders of St John and 
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of St Lazarus.1  After the fall of the Latin East in 1291, this relationship was 

difficult to flesh out; during the final confrontation in Acre, where they 

were struggling with a common nemesis, the Lazarites were exterminated 

to a man, and the residue of the Hospitallers was pushed to Cyprus. 

 

Possibly the death knell of this Hospitaller/Lazarite relationship came 

with the Cum solerti, the encyclical authored by Pope Innocent VIII in 

1489, which annihilated the Lazarite Order and subsequently enriched 

that of St John.  From that moment on, despite the various vicissitudes 

that faced the Lazarite Order through the centuries, and their subsequent 

partial reinstatement, the Order of St John always thought Lazarite 

property was their own by Papal decree.  Various Machiavellian attempts 

were executed to usurp the Lazarites’ assets, most of which were 

unsuccessful.  By the late eighteenth century, the Order of St John seemed 

to have finally accepted the existence of their compatriots, as evidenced 

by a business deal between them.  

 

There was a complex and sometimes difficult relationship between 

the two hospitaller Orders along the centuries from their inception, 

despite both of them arising from the innate human yearning to help 

others less fortunate, true to their Christian roots.  Whereas the Order of 

St John focused on itinerants and pilgrims, weary and sick who entered 

Jerusalem, under the guidance of Brother Gerard their first Master, the 

Lazarites focused their care on leprous patients, a not uncommon malady 

at the time.  Both eventually had to develop military capabilities and were 

active in the defence of the Latin East.  Both Orders had a common 

objective, in nursing and militarily, and a multitude of donors, royal and 

 
1 See Jonathan Riley-Smith, Templars and Hospitallers As Professed Religious in 

the Holy Land (U.S.A.: University of Notre Dame Press, 2024); Jochen Burgtorf, 
The Central Convent of Hospitallers and Templars: History, Organization, and 
Personnel (1099/1120-1310) (Netherlands: BRILL, 2008). 
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otherwise, enriched their coffers to help maintain these noble aims. Both 

Orders had papal exemption from secular and religious hegemonies and 

were answerable directly to the pope. However, after the loss of Acre in 

1291, both Orders sustained a substantial loss of manpower and their 

main raison d'être had crashed.  Public opinion had started to resist their 

continued existence, while at the same time, there was also the 

resurgence of an idea of the creation of a super-Order.  Notwithstanding, 

their relationship changed with time, and the papal Bull Cum solerti in 

1489 proved a definitive watershed.  Subsequent papal Bulls, reinforcing 

Pope Innocent VIII’s Cum solerti, continued to degrade this relationship, 

to an extent that from the beginning of the sixteenth century onwards, 

Lazarite properties were considered assets of the Order of St John.2   

 

It was at this point that the Order of St Lazarus started to fragment, 

with each geographical region going its own way.3 The English Order of St 

Lazarus detached itself from the main body in France, defaulted on the 

payment of oblations and went their autonomous way, until the 

Reformation, when they were abolished and their assets taken over by 

the Crown.4  Gianotto Castiglione who led the Lazarite Order in Capua, in 

 
2 Raymond Gatt. Of Papal Bulls and Political Intrigue: the attempted abolition of 

an Order. Acta Historiae Sancti Lazari Ordinis, 2 (2017), 53-74. 
3 See Charles Savona-Ventura, The First Schism Affecting the Order of Saint 

Lazarus. Acta Historiae Sancti Lazari Ordinis, 2 (2017), 35-52. The Order of St 
Lazarus had begun defragmenting many years before.  Never a large Order in 
sheer membership, it lost its own members, both by attrition, as was inevitable 
in the nature of their illness affecting its members, and by culling on the 
battlefield.  In the  Battle of la Forbie in 1244, Robert de Nantes, Patriarch of 
Jerusalem, reported that all the leper knights of the house of St Lazarus were 
killed.  And in the last-pitched battles in the fall of Acre in 1291, all the Lazarites 
knights fighting in Acre perished. 

4 See Charles Savona-Ventura. Savona-Ventura. A fifteenth century Brexit: The 
Case of the English branch of the Order of Saint Lazarus. Journal of Medieval 
Monastic Studies, 12 (2023), 199-222. 
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the mid-sixteenth century, had formulated plans to assimilate his Order 

with that of St John, peddling for compensation and influence.  And even 

as late as 1775, the Order of St John was forced, under the shadow of 

court proceedings and the prospect of losing all the French Antonine 

assets, to compromise with the Lazarites; diplomacy necessitated that 

both Orders needed to ‘deal like brothers’, splitting the Antonine 

transaction and the Hospitallers organising compensatory payment 

schedules to the Lazarites, in a quasi-commercial deal that would have 

landed the Order of St John in debt for the best part of thirty years.5   

 

Before the Cum solerti 

Before the calamitous fall of Acre in 1291, the Papal Orders, military 

and hospitaller, mostly conducted their dealings in solidarity.  The overtly 

Hospitaller Orders of St John and St Lazarus, although both dealing with 

disease and illness, went their separate ways, with the latter nursing 

exclusively the ravages of leprosy.  It is difficult to ascertain what 

happened to members of the larger order who contracted leprosy, but 

presumably, these were cared for in-house.  There are no indications 

suggesting that these ill patients were transferred to the Lazarites, as 

were members of other Military Orders, including the Templars.  Even as 

far back as 1198, the Livre au Roi, the legal code of the Latin kings in 

Palestine, drawn up c.1198-1205, stated explicitly that any knight with 

leprosy should join the convent of St Lazarus.6  This was done in an effort 

to maintain, as much as possible, the numbers of fighting men in the 

Frankish Kingdom.  Even the Rule of the Templars stated categorically that 

 
5 Raymond Gatt. The suppression of the Order of St Anthony of Vienne in 1775: 

The consequent interactions between the Order of the Hospital and the Order 
of St Lazarus. Acta Historiae Sancti Lazari Ordinis, 1 (2016), 57-86. 

6 Bernard Hamilton, The Leper King and His Heirs: Baldwin IV and the Crusader 
Kingdom of Jerusalem (Cambridge: University Press, 2005), 29. 
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Brothers of this Order who became infected with leprosy were given the 

option to transfer to the Order of St Lazarus. 

 

In view of the above, Barber indicates that there were indeed some 

Templar connections with the Lazarites.  The latter were originally 

encouraged to take on military functions by their close association with 

the Templars.  Several charters that the Order of St Lazarus subscribed to 

had Templar Brothers as witnesses.  In 1240, the Templars had helped the 

Lazarites to establish their presence at Montmusard.  The house they 

acquired was bought from the Templars for 15 bezants, and it was 

situated near the house of St Thomas Martyr.7  In the war of St Sabas 

1256-58, it was a Lazarite contingent that had afforded protection to the 

then Templar Master.8 There was definitely more Templar support to the 

Lazarite Order than there was Hospitaller. 

 

Prior to 1291, there had been a litany of papal support for the Order 

of St Lazarus.  In 1234, Pope Gregory IX (1227-41) had appealed for aid to 

help the Order of the Lazarites pay off its debts ‘in defence of the Holy 

Land’.  The donors were given a 20-day indulgence.  In 1247, Pope 

Innocent IV (1243-54) permitted the Master to absolve excommunicated 

Brothers for violent acts.  It was the same pope who also decreed that any 

healthy knight from amongst the brethren could be appointed Master 

General.  Pope Alexander IV (1254-61) in 1255 distilled the vision 

statement of the Lazarite Order as ‘ a convent of nobles, of active knights 

 
7 Charles Savona Ventura, The Economic Sustenance of the Order of St Lazarus in 

the Kingdom of Jerusalem,  Acta Historiae Sancti Lazari Ordinis, 1 (2016), 7-19. 
8 The War of Saint Sabas (1256–1270) was a conflict between the rival Italian 

maritime Republics of Genoa (aided by Philip of Montfort, Lord of Tyre, John of 
Arsuf, and the Knights Hospitaller) and Venice (aided by the Count of Jaffa and 
Ascalon, John of Ibelin, and the Knights Templar), over control of Acre, in the 
Kingdom of Jerusalem.  See also Bernard Hamilton (2005), op. cit., 257. 
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and others, both healthy and leprous, for the purpose of driving out the 

enemies of the Christian name’.  In the same year, the same pope gave a 

100-day indulgence and income from the remission of the crusading 

vows/confiscation proceeds.  And in 1262, Pope Urban IV (1261-64) 

released the Order from episcopal control to come under the sole 

authority of the Patriarch of Jerusalem, removed from diocesan 

supervision.  All these privileges were confirmed in 1265 by Pope Clement 

IV (1265-1268), who also extended the authority of the Lazarite Order 

over all the leper houses in the West. 

 

These privileges and endowments supported by the papacy and 

given to the Lazarite military and hospitaller activities became particularly 

important as the landed endowment of the Order in the Holy Land 

‘melted away’ because of the successes of the Moslems after 1187. 

Between 1244 and 1290, as the papal curia began to feel the impeding 

onslaught of the Muslims to overrun Palestine, they tried to sustain and 

strengthen the Religious and Military Orders.  

 

Fragmentation of the Order of St Lazarus, 1450 – 1470. 

The independence of Burton Lazar in England from the continental 

Lazarite convent became apparent between 1450-1479. The independent 

election of the Masters of Burton Lazar was confirmed to the  Master, Sir 

William Sutton, by Pope Nicholas V in c.1450. The brethren of Burton 

Lazar were thus given the right to elect a Master from among themselves 

without requiring confirmation from Boigny and to fall directly under the 

jurisdiction of the Holy See. Formal independence from Boigny was given 

by Pope Sixtus V in 1479 in response to a renewed petition of the Master 

of Burton Lazar. In that petition, the Master confirmed that, although 

Burton Lazar was said to be dependent on the house of Boigny, the English 
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house had been functioning independently for at least the previous 80 

years. 9 

 

The autonomy of the Lazarite convent in Capua from Boigny also 

occurred between 1443 – 1471.  The South Italian houses had similarly 

failed to pay their dues to the central house in Boigny since the mid-14th 

century. The assumed independence of the region was given the blessing 

of the Holy See in 1443 when Pope Eugene IV confirmed the admission of 

Jacques d’Accia to the Capuan House without reference to the Boigny 

administration “notwithstanding preceding statutes or apostolic 

confirmation given to the Order” – in essence giving the Southern Italian 

holdings a separate identity from the Boigny administration and placing 

them under the direct jurisdiction of the Holy See. Pope Paul II (1464-

1471) confirmed the separation when he formally received the houses in 

Capua under the direct protection of the Holy See. In 1517, at the 

instigation of Charles V, Leo X formally restored the Lazarite Capuan 

holdings.10 

 

By the eighth decade of the 15th century, the Order had therefore 

been allowed by the Holy See to separate into three distinct and 

independent groups manned by different Masters, all directly subservient 

to it. These included the group with the central house in Boigny, France 

responsible also for the holdings in Hungary, Germany and Switzerland; 

the group with the central house in Capua, Southern Italy, responsible for 

the holdings within the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies; and the group at 

Burton Lazar, England. 11 

 

 
9 C. Savona-Ventura (2023), op. cit. 
10 Charles Savona-Ventura. The Fratres hospitalis S. Lazari in Regnum Siciliae. J. 

Med. Studies, 27 (2018), 77-91. 
11 C. Savona-Ventura (2017), op. cit. 
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This dismemberment of the Order of St Lazarus must be seen in 

context.   A few years after these events, the Order of St John sustained 

the first siege of Rhodes in 1480, and although the enemy was kept at bay,  

there was an innate foreboding that the next siege would not have a 

similar outcome.  The perceived intention of the Holy See was to 

assimilate and consolidate the military and religious effort and present a 

united front to Ottoman advance.  This was certainly not a fresh idea as 

Pope Martin IV (1281-1285), two hundred years before, had already 

disseminated the idea of a super-Order, with exactly the same aims. 

 

The Cum solerti and the following decades 1489 - 1505 

So, it seemed to be the next logical step in the eradication of the 

Order when Pope Innocent VIII issued the encyclical Cum solerti 

meditatione pensamus on 5 April 1489.12  On its  promulgation, this decree 

essentially suppressed the Order of the Holy Sepulchre and the Military 

and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus, with all their assets being transferred 

to the Military and Hospitaller Order of St John.  This would have reduced 

the Lazarite Order, or at least the French faction, to a mere dependency 

of the Hospitaller Priory of Aquitaine, with the unmitigated loss of assets, 

ethos and name. When successfully promulgated, it would have sounded 

the death knell of the Lazarites under papal tutelage. 

 

It seems, however, that this Bull, and a subsequent Bull issued by 

Pope Julius II, Romani pontifices benignitas in 1505, were referring solely 

to the French benefices as the decree mentioned specifically the 

(Hospitaller) Priory of Aquitaine as the intended repository of the Lazarite 

largesse; and this notwithstanding the previous fragmentation of the 

Lazarite Order in England and southern Italy.  This state of events was also 

 
12 Horatio C.R, Vella. The 1489 Bull Cum solerti of Pope Innocent VIII. Acta 

Historiae Sancti Lazari Ordinis, 4 (2021), 49-69 
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ratified in a following Bull by Pius IV in 1560 Circumspecta romani 

pontifices.13  For the Order of St John, these repeated papal 

acknowledgements further provided them with repeated confirmation, if 

substantiation was indeed necessary, of the ownership of Lazarite assets, 

ipso facto, if not universally, most definitely those on French territory. 

 

In 1489, at the time of the promulgation of the papal Bull Cum solerti, 

the Grand Master of the Order of St Lazarus was Jean le Cornu, who had 

his convent house in Boigny.  Soon afterwards, Jean le Cornu died and the 

French Lazarites in Boigny elected a new Grand Master,  Francois 

d’Amboise, in 1493, who took the title of Grand Master of the Order.  This 

Lazarite Grand Master was the nephew of Cardinal Georges d’Amboise, 

the French King’s First Minister, and also the nephew of Emery d’Amboise, 

the Pilier of the French Langue of  the Hospitaller Order, who was to 

become Grand Master of the Order of St John in 1503.  It seemed 

propitious for the Hospitaller Order at that point in time that Francois 

d’Amboise had filled the top rung of the Lazarite Order; it would seem 

that he was the ideal candidate to reach a compromise with the 

Hospitallers on the Lazarite assets, and any decisions taken would have 

gained the support of the French Crown. 

 

With the death of Francois d’Amboise in 1500, this potential exit 

strategy ended, and the Hospitallers relentlessly sought to reclaim the 

Lazarite properties and assets.  Despite the reconfirmation of the union 

of Lazarite assets to the Order of St John in 1505, Boigny continued to 

 
13 The Bull Circumspecta romani pontificis promulgated by Pope Pius IV in 1560 

stated that the Hospitaller knights were free from any ecclesiastical jurisdiction, 
including the Holy See Government, and free from local and national taxes: the 
Bull also granted the Grand Master plenary power over the members and 
possessions of the Order. 
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resist its suppression and legal disputes between the two Orders persisted 

in the first half of the sixteenth century.14   

 

The Concordat of 1516 

Prior to these events, the Gallican church had already been involved, 

as Sibert vividly describes, ‘in scandalous scenes that were displayed 

before Christendom with major quarrels between the monarchy and the 

church on the selection of persons to fill the great clerical benefices of 

France’.15  The Pragmatic Sanction of Bourges in 1438 had proved 

ineffective in guaranteeing the privileges of the Church in France, where 

bishoprics and abbacies had been wrangled over even before the 

Parlement of Paris.  The Court of Rome was trying to have the Pragmatic 

Sanction abolished, until the two sides met in an interview in Bologna.  

This was initiated between Pope Leo X and Francis I, and finalised by 

Chancellor Duprat for the King and the two Cardinals for the Pope.  The 

plenipotentiaries soon reached an accord and the Concordat thus agreed 

upon was to explicitly supersede the Pragmatic Sanction. This Papal 

concordat with France was an agreement which included provision that 

Pope and King jointly would hold the exclusive right to make 

appointments for the Bishoprics and abbeys of the Kingdom, the King by 

selecting the candidate and the pope by issuing the Bulls of provision to 

those candidates named by the King.  The agreement confirmed a papal 

veto of any leader the King of France chose who might not be deemed 

truly qualified.  The Concordat confirmed the Apostolic Camera's right to 

 
14 Charles Savona-Ventura. The inter-relationship between the Orders of St 

Lazarus and of St John during the 16th century. Melita Classica, 8 (2022), 150-
171 

15 P.E.G. de Sibert . Histoire des Ordres Royaux , Hospitaliers - Militaires de Notre 
- Dame du Mont - Carmel , et de Saint- Lazare de Jerusalem, (Paris : Imprimerie 
Royale, 1772), 261. 
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collect annates, the first year's revenue from each benefice, a right that 

when abused led to the shuffling of prelates among dioceses. 

 

Three years after the ratification of the Concordat of Bologna, Claude 

de Mareuil was appointed as Magistro Generalis of the Lazarite Order and 

the election was confirmed by the Bull Religionis zelus of Pope Leo X in 

1519.16  In its own way, this election of the Lazarite Grand Master 

consolidated the state of affairs of the Order of St Lazarus, at least in 

France.  Despite this, the Order of St John continued to maintain legal 

pretensions on the Lazarite French assets.  In 1544, on the death of the 

Lazarite commander of St Thomas of Fontenay, the Order of St John 

elected Brother Henry Suriot from its Hospitaller ranks as the new 

commander, embracing the commandery as their own.  However, the 

Lazarite Order refused to accommodate this eventuality, and the case was 

presented in the French court in 1547.  In the end, the Order of St John 

lost the appeal. 

 

Hospitaller Grand Masters in Boigny 

The codes of conduct and statutes of the Hospitaller Order of St John 

gave very strict guidelines and instructions to its members on all aspects 

of their lives in the Order, from the moment of their profession to their 

demise.  The statutes even set out the necessary criteria on the qualities 

of the member that the Order would consider admitting to its noble and 

refined ranks; there was an exhaustive and long proofs of nobility that the 

prospective member had to go through before he was considered eligible 

for membership. Even after their death, the Complete Council had set out 

the manner whereby the dispropiamento, the effects that the member of 

 
16 The Bull Religionis zelus, June 1519, Archivo Segreto Vaticano, Registro 

Vaticano, 1192, f. 196v - 198. Transcribed in R. Hyacinthe, L'Ordre de Saint-
Lazare de Jérusalem au Moyen Age, (Bez-et-Esparon : Études & Communication 
Édition, 2003), Doc. xvi, pp.219-220. 
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the Order had left, was to be carried out.  The printed codes of conduct 

contained thirteen long chapters, each with its own various subsections 

and the detail it contained was indeed exhaustive.   

 

The second chapter of this codex deals with the reception of the 

Brothers in the Order.  One particular section of the chapter, section 7, is 

on the exclusion of those Brothers who had been already affiliated to 

other Orders, secular or religious.  This extract stated that if the brother 

had professed previously in other religious, secular or royal Orders, this 

impeded him from being accepted in the Hospitaller Order of St John; and 

if by a quirk of fate, he was accepted and later on found out, he would be 

deprived of his habit.  This ensured total and irrevocable loyalty of the 

members, which was fully directed to their Order and its Grand Master.   

 

Members of the Hospitaller Order could not and were not allowed to 

don two uniforms.  The Hospitaller Order was indeed jealous of having its 

brethren being shared with other Orders, and strictly precluded this for 

its members.  

 

Despite this, from 1557 to at least the end of the century, there was 

a list of members of the Order of St John who were designated officially 

as Grand Masters of the Order of St Lazarus.  In 1557, Jean de Lévis, a 

knight of St John, was confirmed as Grand Master of the Order of St 

Lazarus in the priory of Boigny.  This had papal blessing with the Bull Nos 

Igitur.17  King Henri II, acting in accordance with the authority acquired by 

 
17 In 1555, Giovanni Pietro Carafa was elected Pope Paul IV.  He had served as 

papal nuncio in Spain and eventually developed anti-Spanish tendencies.  On 
being elected pope, he appointed his nephew Cardinal Carlo Carafa (who 
incidentally was also a member of the Order of St John since 1534) as chief 
political advisor, and it was the latter who assidously worked for a Franco-
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his father in the 1516 Concordat with the Holy See, assumed the right to 

nominate the Grand Master of the Order of St Lazarus.  It might have been 

that the French Crown hoped to resolve the crisis by putting the Lazarites 

under Malta’s authority, while maintaining its partial autonomy. 

 

In 1564, Jean de Lévis was followed by Michel de Seure de Lumigny 

as Lazarite Grand Master, another knight of St John.18  In 1571 however, 

de Seure resigned from this post but retained Lazarite magisterial 

privileges.  In his stead François de Salviati was elected Vicar General of 

the Order of St Lazarus.  De Salviati was also a knight of St John, as well as 

an ambassador of the Order.  On the death of François de Salviati in 1586, 

Michel de Seure resumed the role of Grand Master, which role he filled 

until 1593.  He was succeeded by Aymard de Clermont de Chastes, again 

a knight of the Order of St John who was made Grand Master of the Order 

of St Lazarus.  Aymard de Clermont de Chastes had previously been 

Marshall of the Order of the Hospitallers in Boigny and vice-admiral of 

France.  He fulfilled the magisterial post of the Lazarite Order until 1599 

when he was replaced by his nephew Jean-Charles de Gayand de 

Monterolles. 

 

The installation of members of the highest echelons of the 

Hospitaller Order to the top rank of the Lazarite Order was curious, to say 

the least.  It could be construed as an attempt to seamlessly and quietly 

incorporate the Lazarite Order with that of St John.  There were other 

 
Vatican alliance.  Following the death of Jean de Conti in 1557, King Henri II 
nominated Jean de Levis as Master General of the Order of St Lazarus. 

18 On 6 March 1563, the Grand Prior of France Francois de Lorraine died.  The 
Queen of France Catherine de Medici wanted De Seure to replace him, but 
Grand Master La Valette sent ambassador Giuseppe Cambiano to Rome to Pope 
Pius IV to oppose this request.  De Seure became the successor of Jean de Levis 
as Grand Master of the Lazarite Order in 1564, based at the commandery of 
Boigny (1564-1571). 
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indications in confirmation of this.  When Brother Salviati was interim 

Vicar General of the Order, in the time of the  inter-regnum of De Seure,19 

Boigny was demoted from bailiwick to a commandery.  This was stated in 

a papal Bull awarding the benefice of Boigny to Salviati. It was also 

stressed that De Salviatis would be held responsible for seeing that within 

two years of his appointment, the commandery would be incorporated 

and united with the Priory of France as another commandery of the 

Religion. 

 

The Lazarite Order in Capua 

Several members of the de Azzia (or de Accia) family tree had served 

as ‘Masters General’ of the Order of St Lazarus in the Kingdom of Sicily’ 

for centuries.  Starting with Alfonso de Azzia (1327), he was followed by 

Santiago de Azzia (1347), Santiago de Azzia (1468-1498), Santiago Antonio 

 
19Giacomo Bosio. Istoria Della Sacra Religione Et Illustrissima Militia Di San 

Giovanni Gierosolimitano, (Facciotti, 1602), 710.   
Both Seure and Salviati conferred powers of attorney on 2 knights providing a 
copy of their agreement.  With the Grand Master permission, the Langue of 
France, assembled on 6 October 1571, approved the pact between Seure and 
Salviati.  Three days later, on 9 October 1571, the Liber Conciliorum of the Order 
noted two events: Brother Michael de Seure is elected Prior of Campania 
(Champagne) after other properties having previously been renounced (since 
he could not hold them together with the mentioned Priory at the same time).  
Presumably Boigny was renounced by Seure.  On the same day Council received 
the papal Bull awarding the commandery of Boigny in favour of Brother Francis 
Salviati, ‘however with the agreement that within two years Brother Salviati 
took care that the mentioned commandery be incorporated into the Priory of 
France, after the fashion of the commanderies of the Order, to be endorsed by 
the public Supreme Legislative Council of Paris.  The Grand Master and Council 
decreed that the Bulls and provisions be sent to Salviati, with the title of the 
simple commandery of Boigny, and not, with the contemplation and 
understanding of the Most Christian King of the Franks, that of a bailiwick…’.  
Subsequently, Michel le Seure appealed from this decree as he felt it acted 
against his interests, as he wanted to keep Boigny in his asset portfolio. 
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de Azzia (1498-1522), Alfonso de Azzia (1522-1548) and Muzzio de Azzia 

(1548-1564). The Pian Bull Confirmatio privilegiorum (1560) endorsed the 

continued separate existence of the Capuan faction and its assets from 

the French Lazarite Order, and a subsequent Bull Dilecte fili, saluto (1561) 

confirmed the appointment of Muzzio d’Azzia as Magister Generalis of 

the Capuan Lazarite branch.20 With the death of Muzzio de Accia in 1564, 

Pius IV conferred the dignity of Grand Master of the Order of St Lazarus 

in Capua (Magnus Magister) to Gianotto Castiglione, confirmed by the 

Bull Inter assiduas dominici in 1565.21 

 

Sibert hinted that there were various reasons why pope Pius IV 

sprung Brother Giovanni Castiglione as the Grand Master of the Lazarite 

Order in Capua.  These included a desire to satiate the ambitions of his 

extended family; Castiglione was a nephew of Pope Pius IV. The pope 

must have also known from his papal spies in the Turkish Porte, as well as 

from his protégés in the Hospitaller Order, that a massive invasion by the 

Turks, starting from Malta and climbing northwards towards the Vatican 

State was imminent.  Castiglione’s plans were thus most propitious at this 

point, whereby he had promised the Pope the building of a great fortress 

on the island of Pruza, across from the ecclesiastical States and the 

Kingdom of Naples.  The Bull was also a tepid attempt to facilitate Spain’s 

ascendency over France.  The two main remaining branches of the 

 
20 Pius IV. Dilecte fili saluto 24 September 1561. Transcribed in: Bullae 

Antiquorum Privilegiorum per Nonnullos Roman Pontifices – Religioni & Militia 
Sancti lazari Hierosolitani Conselorum. (Roma: Antonio Blado, 1561), 24-27. 
Pius IV addressed the Master of the Capuan order as Muzzio de Azzia (Accia) 
Magistro Generalis Hospitalis Sancti Lazari Hierosolymitani Ordinis Sancti 
Augustini. 

21 Pius IV. Inter assiduas Dominici 4 May 1565. Transcribed in: Cherubini L, 
Cherubino AM, Magnum bullarum Romanum, a Pio Quarto usque A.D. 
Innocentium IX. (Lyon: P. Borde, L. Arnaud & C.I. Rigaud, 1673), vol 2, 136-150, 
Section 33.  
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Lazarite Order had Grand Masters set up directly or indirectly by papal 

machinations.  Castiglione was set up as Grand Master of the Order of St 

Lazarus in Capua whereas a group of four or five consecutive Grand 

Masters of the Lazarite Order in France were members of the Order of St 

John (albeit as per the King’s wishes), as described previously, and 

indirectly under papal hegemony.22  

 

At the start of the 1565 Siege of Malta, Pope Pius IV was persuaded 

to reinstate the Order of St Lazarus in Italy, appointing Castiglione ‘Master 

general of the Hospital and Militia of Saint Lazarus’. With the seat of the 

Order at Capua, the papal decree gave him the authority to defend the 

Hospital and its territories against the incursion of the enemies of 

Religion.23 The Bull of appointment conferred on Castiglione 

extraordinary powers in view of the moral and economic recovery of the 

institution; less than a year, on 28 March 1565, Castiglione managed to 

obtain another Bull from the pope – for which he had to pay the huge sum 

of 25,000 ducats – which confirmed and expanded the powers granted 

with the precedent bull; in particular, a series of provisions extended the 

jurisdiction of the Order over all the leper hospitals and all the pious 

 
22 Sibert (1772), 295-6.   
23 Pius IV. Inter assiduas Dominici, op. cit., Section 37 [translator Steven L. Jones, 

Ph.D]: ‘And he confirms a second time all those things previously mentioned, in 
so far as they are not contrary to the Council of Trent. We, therefore, wishing 
to grant favours and graces to the beloved son John Castilione, the current 
Great Master of the aforementioned hospital and military, and his successor 
Great Masters of this hospital existing at the time and the hospital and military 
of this kind, and their assembly to be attended by more favours and graces than 
any one of our aforementioned predecessors had granted them; and to restore 
and to augment the hospital of St. Lazarus, and its military, to the utility of the 
wretched, poor lepers and against the incursions of pirates and those not 
believing the Christian religion (however much we are able in the Lord).’  The 
Bull ordered the restoration of Lazarite properties situated in southern Italy, 
Spain and Flanders to the management of the Priory of Capua.  
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places placed under the invocation of St Lazarus and allowed the recovery 

of commanderies incorporated into other Orders.  This work could only 

bear fruit with papal support however. 

 

However, Castiglione was not without adversaries, and his efforts to 

reinstate landed assets on Spanish territories, albeit with papal support 

must have chafed certain quarters.  The greatest opposition to 

Castiglione’s rising star came from Spain: Philip II could not look 

favourably on the consolidation in his own domains (Spain and Flanders) 

of an Order whose members, among other privileges, were exempted 

from all taxes and subject only to papal jurisdiction.  The picture was 

painted even worse by  the Spanish ambassador to the Holy See, Luis de 

Requesens, who insinuated that Castiglione was ‘one of the infamous 

men in Italy today and the greatest disserver of Your Majesty’.24   

 

Pius IV died 9 December 1565. Initially the following pope, Pius V, 

came to the defence of the Lazarite Order in Capua.  The denigrating 

attacks by Requesens were such that Pius V - for other reasons opposed 

to the restoration of the Order - had to energetically defend Castiglioni. 

However, the pope ended up giving in to Spain's requests: although at the 

beginning of his pontificate he had fully confirmed the concessions of his 

predecessor, in 1567 he revoked most of the Order's privileges with two 

Bulls.  The Bull Sicuti bonus agricola (referring to the good farmer savagely 

pruning his vines), promulgated in 7 Feb 1567, reduced the power of the 

Grand Master of the Order in Capua.25  It confirmed the Order’s history 

and codified the statutes and privileges but expunged the concessions.  It 

 
24 ‘uno de los infames hombres que oy ay en Italia y mayor desservidor de VM’, 

(Correspondencia..., I, 110). 
25 The Bull Sicuti bonus agricola, Laerzio Cherubini, Angelo Maria Cherubino. 

Magnum bullarium romanum, a Pio Quarto vsque A.D. Innocentium IX. (Lyon; 
P. Borde, L. Arnaud & C.I. Rigaud, 1673), vol.2, 204-212. 
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reserved the right to confirm the appointment of the Grand Master of the 

Priory of Capua as well as beneficiaries.26  It tried to restore the Hospitaller 

character and incorporated all leper hospitals despite the decreasing 

incidence of leprosy. 

 

With the loss of papal support, Castiglione prepared to make other 

plans for the Capuan Order of St Lazarus.  These involved a proposed 

union with the Order of St John.  Early in 1567, Castiglione sent Antonio 

Francesco Cirni to Malta to meet with the Grand Master for a proposed 

merger between the two Orders.27  The memoriale containing the 

proposed articles of union had already been seen by the ambassador of 

the Order of St John to Rome, Brother Josepho Cambiano. 

  

Fra Cambiano was very interested in the merger.  He advised the 

Council of the Order to decide promptly and embrace Castiglione’s 

proposition.  He likened the Capuan land assets to the dowry of a 

desirable and rich wife, who was coveted by many prospective husbands, 

and so the pre-nuptial transactions had to be carried out secretly and 

promptly.28  The Hospitaller Grand Master immediately set up a 

 
26 According to Sibert, the Bull is a prudent and carefully considered summary of 

all the previous Bulls issued in favour of the OSLJ with its general code of its 
laws and privileges. 

27 Who was Cirni?  He was born in Olmeta di Tuda in Corsica, towards the 1520s, 
from a noble family.  In the early years of his life, he neglected an ecclesiastical 
career for the military, while continuing his studies at the university of Pisa.  On 
the way to the Battle of Djerba in 1560, while in Malta, he learned of the 
election of Pope Pius IV (Giovan Angelo de Medici) and had hurried, on 2 
February 1560, to offer him his warm congratulations. He had written several 
books, one of which was a journal of the Great Siege of Malta in 1566.       

28  G. Bosio (1602), op. cit., 809.  ‘Percioch’essendo questa Unione, come una 
Moglie, la quale seco portando grandisssima dote, e essendo per conseguenza 
da molti desiderata; se’l matrimonio non sará trattato con modi secreti, e 
solleciti; il desiderio dell’uno viene A.D. impedire quello dell’altro.’ 
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commission to prepare a way forward for the union between the two 

Orders. 

 

Bosio listed very meticulously the members of this commission: 

'therefore Ambassador Cambiano willingly listened to the practice of the 

same Grand Master of San Lazaro Giannotto Castiglione to unite that 

Military Order again with this one of San Giovanni Gerosolomitano. For 

which effect, the aforementioned Grand Master having repeatedly 

disclosed his desire to Cardinal San Clemente, the now protector of this 

Order, to the Prior of Capua Brother Pietro di Monte, to the Commander 

Cambiano Ambassador, and to Mr. Giannotto Bosio, my uncle’.29 Bosio 

made a telling reference to the state of affairs regarding the Order of St 

Lazarus from the mind-set of the Hospitaller Order – di nuovo –

maintaining the Lazarite assets that had been theirs initially. 

 

The payback of Gianotto Castiglione for the merger included an 

extensive wish-list.   During his life he would receive an annual pension of 

6000 scudi.  This annual pension was over and above the responsiones 

that were his due from his commanderies.  He would retain the title of 

Grand Master of Saint Lazarus during his life.  At council and during 

processional meetings he was to precede every Grand Cross and the 

lieutenant of the Order of St John.  The Order of St John was to pay all the 

debts and arrears of the Order of St Lazarus in Capua.  The former would 

also have to accommodate Giulio Orsini as constable of the Order of St 

 
29 G. Bosio (1602), op. cit., 809.  ‘perliché piú volentieri dell’ambasciator Cambiano 

dato orecchio alla pratica, mossa del medesimo Gran Maestro di San Lazaro 
Giannotto Castiglione d’unir di nuovo quell’Ordine Militare con questo di San 
Giovanni Gerosolomitano. Per il qual effetto, havendo il Gran Maestro sudetto, 
piú volte scoperto quel suo desiderio al Cardinale San Clemente all’hora 
protettore di quest’Ordine, al Prior di Capua fra Pietro di Monte, al 
Commendator Cambiano Ambasciatore, e al Signor Giannotto Bosio, mio zio’. 
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Lazarus.  He was to be paid 1200 scudi annually and efforts were to be 

made for him to enter the service of King Philip II.  There was also to be a 

recompense to his son. 

 

The Grand Master of the Order of St John was to give within five 

years a commandery of Grace to the Grand Master of the Order of St 

Lazarus, and the latter was to give this to whomsoever he wished. Two 

pages were to be given the Grand Master of the Order of St Lazarus.  

However, the lower echelons would be incorporated within the ranks of 

the Order of St John.30  Unmarried knights and other religious ranks of the 

Lazarite Order would be admitted directly to the Order of St John, in the 

same grade and conditions.  Proofs of nobility and passage fees were to 

be waived.  Married brethren were to continue to enjoy their 

commanderies and benefices and privileges. All commanderies united 

with the OSJ had to pay the annual responsiones and impositions to the 

Common Treasury. 

 

The commission was instructed to obtain complete information on 

the number of commanderies that the Capuan OSL had at that point, the 

quality of these, their value, their geographical location, who was 

administering them.31 There were more than 200 knights between young 

and old, a good percentage of which were married. 

 

At the time there were more than 200 Lazarite properties in Capua, 

made up of commanderies and other landed assets, possibly even more.   

The annual income of these were varied from a thousand scudi per year 

to two and three; some even had an income of five thousand scudi.  All 

 
30 Giacomo Bosio. Historia della Sacra Religione et Illustrissima Militia di S 

Giovanni Gierosolimitano (Venice: Girolamo Albrizzi, 1695), 810. 
31 Archives of the Order of Malta, housed in the National Library of Malta (A.O.M.) 

431, fol 23r. 
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had the exequatur of the king.  The income from the benefices of the 

lepers in the kingdom of Naples amounted to about 3000 scudi.  Brother 

Cambiano suggested that if the management of the commanderies was 

done with dexterity and not with strictness, the income could be more 

than 20 thousand scudi.  There was also a perpetual income of 8000 scudi 

from other Lazarite benefices, and another 3000 scudi emanated from 

commanderies of jus patronatus.  The actual worked-out monetary 

benefits were about 13,000 scudi, but Brother Cambiano intimated that 

the income could be more than 20,000 scudi, making this union a good 

proposition for the Order of St John.   

 

However, the proposed income from the union as indicated by 

Brother Joseph Cambiano was optimistic.  As Savona-Ventura reiterates, 

most of the commanderies to be handed by Castiglione were in the Papal 

states, or territory controlled and/or claimed by the papal states.32 There 

were also assets from as far north as Bologna and from the Kingdom of 

Naples.  The treaty for the union between the two Orders was never 

finalised.  Bosio suggests there were a lot of discussions, questions, 

answers and replies; and private interests were involved as well. 

 

After the deal with the Order of St John fell through, Castiglione met 

with other prospective recipients including the Duke of Urbino with no 

success.  Eventually, on 13 January 1571, on the initiative of the chancellor 

of the Order, Carlo Cicogna, the Grand Mastership was transferred to the 

House of Savoy under the authority of Duke Emanuel Filiberto.  In 1572, 

the Capuan Order of St Lazarus was amalgamated by Pope Gregory XIII 

 
32 Charles Savona-Ventura. The Fratres hospitalis S. Lazari in Regnum Siciliae. 

Journal of Mediterranean Studies, 27(1) (2018), 77-91.  
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with the Savoyan Order of St Maurice to become the Order of Saints 

Maurice and Lazarus linked in perpetuity to the House of Savoy.33 

 

Hospitaller Lazarite Sharing of Spoils34 

The Order of St Anthony of Vienne was another Religious and 

Hospitaller Order that was founded by a wealthy and charitable 

landowner called Gaston in the village of Motte st Didier, gaining papal 

approval in 1095.  Seven hundred years later, with the elimination of 

ergotism and hence the raison d’être of the Order, and the wishes of King 

Louis XV (1715-1774) to set out Royal edicts to revive the constitutions of 

the Religious Orders, the path was laid for the dissolution of this Order as 

well as others. 

 

The plans to extinguish ‘non-functioning’ Religious Orders was long 

in the making.  In 1766, an ecclesiastical commission overseen by the King 

decreed that the age of profession into Religious Orders was increased to 

21 years.  In 1768, monasteries were being closed if the attendant 

congregation was less than 20 members.  Augmenting the number by 

counting novices and the adoption of foreigners in French preceptories 

was disallowed.  In 1774, the Antonines had their very last Chapter 

General.  The king’s commissioner gave them three choices: annihilation 

of the Order, secularization or re-union.  Overtures to incorporate the 

Order of St Anthony with the Order of St John began on 18 September 

1774, under the direction of the Abbot General Mons. le Comte Du Muy. 

 

The covenant for union between the Order of St Anthony and the 

Order of St John was signed on 15 April 1775, in the presence of the 

 
33 Gregory XIII, Pro Commissa Nobis, 13 November 1572.  Transcribed in Cherubini 

L, Cherubino AM, Magnum Bullarum Romanum, a Pio Quarto usque A.D. 
Innocentium IX, (Lyon P. Borde, L. Arnaud & C.I. Rigaud, 1673), vol 2, 366-368. 

34 R. Gatt (2016), op. cit., 57-86. 
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French King’s advisors.35  There were 14 articles in the covenant.  The 

Antonine assets were to be split three-way.  The Order of St John was to 

have the bulk of the property including 26 French preceptories.36  The 

Papal Curia obtained the Antonine House of Rome with its dependent 

Priory of Sarno, the House of Avignon, and the House of Vaureas in the 

Comtat Venaissin.  The King of Sardegna, Victor Amadeus III, was to be 

regaled with the House of Turin which would revert to the Order of St 

Maurice and St Lazarus, as the King was the Grand Master of this Order, 

as well as the commandery of Chambéry. 

 

Obviously, the French King was not keen to lose the assets on French 

soil.  In 1775, the Grand Master of the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

and St Lazarus happened to be the younger brother of King Louis XVI 

(1774-1792), the Comte de Provence, who later would be proclaimed King 

Louis XVIII in 1795.  It turns out that the idea of a merger with the Order 

of St Lazarus had been promulgated a few years before.  In 16 December 

1775, the Bull Rerum humanarum conditio of Pope Pius VI stipulated that 

all the assets of the defunct Order of St Anthony would revert to the Order 

of the Hospital.   

 

 
35 The covenant signed on 15 April 1775 involved the commissioners of the 

French King, the Order of St John, represented by M Claude le Saint Simon, 
Bailiff of St Simon and Knight Grand Cross, Extraordinary Ambassador of the 
King of the Two Sicilies, and commander of De Broacourt, Oisemont and St 
Etienne de Reneville Leon Hyacinthe Lingier de Saint-Sulpice, previously 
Captain of the Galleys, commander of Fretelay and Artins, Receiver General and 
Grand Prior of Aquitaine; and the Order of St Anthony, represented by Canon 
Regular Jean Marie Molina, definiteur and D. Theology, Canon Regular Hypolite 
Simonard, i/c of the Offices of the O.S.A. in the dauphiné Parliament and Canon 
Regular Benoit of Lucency. 

36 AOM 881, fol. 56.  ‘Queste furono le principali condizione alle quale summo 
obbligati sottometterci, per ottenere le riunione al nostr’Ordine, de beni di 
Sant’Antonio situati in Francia, ed in Savoia’. 
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The transfer of the French assets to the Order of St John was stalled 

however. A reasonable assumption is that this was done on Orders of the 

French Court, who in the meantime continued to exploit the benefices 

and their accruing income to partly maintain some of the social services 

then existing in France.  However, although the Order of St Anthony had 

been united with the Order of St John and the brethren transferred, as 

per papal bull, the French assets of the defunct Order had still to be 

transferred . As the Order of St John was unable to use the funds accruing 

from these assets, it was still none the less handing out pensions to the 

ex-Antonine brethren, with the Hospitaller Comun Tesoro running at a 

pecuniary loss.  This was confirmed through a memoire send by Brother 

Claude le Saint Simon to Pope Pius VI, dated  17 July 1775, who asserted 

that the King's ministers had held up the progress of the signing of the 

covenant, and had tried to delay the issue of the relevant letters patent.  

In the meantime, there was a spate of new hospitals under construction 

‘for the service of His own subjects’, and the King was also donating to 

other Orders ‘amongst the many that exist in France’.  The memoire 

concludes with a cri-de-cœur; ‘e sarebbe la Religione di Malta 

impossibilità di sostenerlo'. 

 

Marc Antoine René de Voyer, Marquis de Paulmy and Marquis 

d'Argenson (1757), was the instigator for a concordat (or treaty) between 

the Order of St John and the Lazarites as a way out from this impasse.37  

This was a traité préliminaire, a preliminary treaty between the Marquis 

de Paulmy and the ambassador to the Order of St John, so that the 

Lazarite Order might be a part of the reunion before the assets were 

allocated.   

 
37 De Paulmy was a French ambassador to Switzerland, Poland, Venice and to the 

Holy See, and later became the Minister of War. He was also a noted bibliophile 
and collector of art. 
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The Order of St John, in reality, had no choice in the matter.  It was 

either sharing the spoils with the Lazarite Order, or the attrition and loss 

of all the assets as these were starting to be nationalised, despite their 

assignment by the Pope.  The French Court was keen to maintain the 

status quo and keep the transfer of the French assets in limbo, utilising 

the resources at the same time. Rather than lose all the French assets that 

had belonged to the defunct Order of St Anthony, the Hospitallers had no 

choice but to accept the sharing of spoils with the French Lazarite Order. 

The bitter pill was sugared by De Paulmy, Minister of State for the King.  

In a letter sent to the ambassador to the Order of St John, he harks back 

to events that had happened three hundred years before when the papal 

Bull Cum solerti had effectively suppressed the Order of St Lazarus and its 

assets given to the Order of St John resulting in significant losses incurred 

by the former. The letter hints at a request presumably initiated by the 

French Court as a way out of the impasse with the assignment of assets 

to the Lazarite Order. De Paulmy hoped that the Order of St John would 

accept the request as this would result in both Orders emerging stronger 

than before.38 

 

In a memoire presented by Marquis de Paulmy to the Grand Masters 

of the Order of St John and the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and 

St Lazarus in 1776, the idea of a concordat between the two sides was 

advanced. The diplomatic language included terms such as ‘shared’ spoils, 

as it was suggested that the assets of St Anthony were to be divided 

between the two Orders.  It was stressed that the spoils were to be 

divided amicably, and that the two Orders had to deal like Brothers as 

merited Religious Orders of the Church.39  Further phrases in this 

 
38 AOM 1375, fol 17v. 
39 AOM 1375, fol 109r. 
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memoire, including expressions such as ‘the argument for the Bull of 

Innocent VIII in 1489 where the property of St Lazarus was given to the 

Order of St John ...caused significant losses to the Order of St Lazarus’, 

and ‘one hopes that the Council of the Order of Malta persuaded by the 

legitimacy of the request will find the fairness of the reasoning to its 

satisfaction’, together with ‘the two Orders are brought closer by their 

institutions recommended for their Nobility...and will not in future be 

divided by any challenges’ and finally ‘the intelligence, esteem and 

affection that they must have one for the other’ all suggest the supposed 

camaraderie that existed between the two Orders, and the impression 

that the accord that conformed to the spirit that had guided both Orders 

throughout the negotiations.  The truth could have been otherwise. 

 

The definitive division of the assets between the two Orders, 

however, only occurred in 1781.   In the end, the Order of St John had to 

re-imburse the Lazarite Order the capital on the Antonine assets of a 

million livres.  By 5 May 1783, the Hospitallers had already paid a third of 

this, with projected payments of the remainder going up to 1830.40  

 

Conclusion 

The interaction between the Lazarites and the Hospitallers was 

complex throughout their existence and sometimes problematical, and 

this was made more so by the political manoeuvring of the papacy 

throughout.  From their inception, probably in the middle decades of the 

eleventh century, to the fall of Acre in 1291, their raison d'être was not 

dissimilar; both Orders did their utmost to embrace the marginalised and 

the sick, catering for their temporal and spiritual needs, with the Lazarites 

going that extra mile and nursing leprous patients that were 

comprehensibly shunned by society.   Eventually both acquired military 

 
40 AOM 641, nu 7, 1782-86. 



 

   129 

skills, the hospitallers probably as early as 1137, and the Lazarites possibly 

with their closer association with the other Military and Religious Order 

of the Templars.  All three Orders, together with the Teutonics, provided 

a bulwark and a united front against the continuous incursions and 

depredations of their adversaries in the Frankish states of the Middle East. 

 

However, with the loss of Acre, this relationship suffered.  The 

haemorrhage of members sustained by the Religious and Military Orders 

was epochal.   More than 300 Hospitallers lost their lives in the various 

skirmishes that led to the final siege, and all members of the Order of St 

Lazarus fell, with none returning to Europe.  The loss of Acre was a death-

blow to the Orders, particularly to the Order of the Temple as their reason 

for being had now been lost.  This proved prophetic as the Order was 

extinguished by 1312.   

 

The Order of St Lazarus regrouped mainly in France, but recovery was 

slow and, even here, the Lazarites were in serious danger of losing their 

raison d’être as well as leprosy was in abeyance in Europe.  The final straw 

came in 1489 with the Bull Cum Solerti, where the Lazarite Order was 

annihilated with assets given to the Hospitrallers.  This provided a 

watershed for Lazarite/Hospitallers relations, with hospitaller political 

machinations continuing for the next three hundred years to acquire 

Lazarite assets, duly given to them by several papal decrees at the end of 

the fifteenth century.  There was what looked like calculated scheming on 

the part of the Hospitallers between 1557-1599 with attempts to infiltrate 

the French Lazarites and usurp their assets, a scheme again aided and 

abetted by the papacy. In Capua, between 1567-1570, there was again 

the attempted sequestration of the Capuan Lazarite assets by the 

Hospitallers which eventually came to nothing. 
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By the second half of the eighteenth century, in a similar scenario 

where the hospitallers were awarded the assets of a defunct Religious 

Order by the papacy, major difficulties in tangibly acquiring over French 

assets made the Hospitallers take a step back.  Previous experience of the 

intransigence of the French monarchy where French assets were 

concerned made them sit down and deal across a table with the Lazarites, 

whose Grand Master by now was the younger brother of the King.  In this 

situation, the assets of the ex-Antonines were split up between the two 

Orders with the hospitallers eventually buying out the Lazarites; a larger 

Order against a numerically smaller Order, but with the same ethos, the 

former protected by the papacy, whereas the other had the ear of the 

French King. 

 

 

  


