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Abstract 

In spite of the Reconquista crusade, the Brethren of Saint Lazarus did 
establish themselves on the Iberian Peninsula mainly as a hospitaller 
Order serving the victims of leprosy particularly along the pilgrimage 
trails. The Order of Saint Lazarus in Spain was to become embroiled in 
the political manoeuvres engendered by the Holy See in the 15th and 16th 
centuries. The arbitrary donation of land holdings to non-Spanish 
organizations whose only loyalty was to the Holy See was considered 
unacceptable by the Spanish rulers initiating a series of correspondence 
aiming to block this land transfer.    
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Introduction – the Spanish Reconquista 

By the 8th century, the Iberian Peninsula had fallen completely under 
Moorish Islamic rule giving rise to the Spain's Islamic empire. The 
Reconquista was a massive attempt to retake the territories lost and 
restore Christian ruling throughout the region. The first signs of the 
effort could be identified during the year 722, when the King of the 
Franks Charlemagne reclaimed the Pyrenees and Septimania. 
Throughout the subsequent five centuries, intermittent battles slowly 
pushed the Moors southwards. By 1238, the Christians had forced the 
Spanish Muslims south, and the kingdom of Granada, on the eastern tip 
of the peninsula, was established as the last refuge of the Moorish 
civilization. Granada flourished culturally and economically for the next 
250 years. On January 2, 1492, King Boabdil surrendered Granada to the 
Spanish forces of King Ferdinand V and Queen Isabella I who through 



 

66 

their marriage in 1469 had united the kingdoms of Aragon and Castile 
and León. Habsburg Spain was thus set to become a superpower. By the 
mid-16th century, Charles V of Spain [*1500 1558] ruled a dominion 
extending from Germany to northern Italy with direct rule over the 
Austrian hereditary lands and the Burgundian Low Countries, and Spain 
with its southern Italian possessions of Naples, Sicily, and Sardinia. He 
further oversaw the colonization of the Americas.  

 
During the Reconquista, the 'secular rulers' were assisted by the 

Christian Military Orders including the main Crusader Orders which 
developed in the Outremer such as the Knights Hospitaller [est. 1113] 
and the Knights Templar [1119], or those that were established locally 
in Iberia such as those of Calatrava [1164], Alcántara [1166], and St 
James of Santiago [1171]. The role of these knights in the Reconquista 
was not simply a military one participating in the battles, but by being 
assigned properties in the conquered regions, they helped in defending 
the region and thus encouraged the process of Christian repopulation of 
the region. They also provided a hospitaller function.1  

 
The Order of St Lazarus 

The Order of St Lazarus evolved from a monastic institution located 
outside the walls of Jerusalem which had been established to care for 
victims of Hansen’s Disease – Leprosy. In line with the development of 
the Military Orders phenomenon in the Outremer, the Order of St 
Lazarus assumed an added military role, albeit a relatively minor one 
compared to the Templar and Hospitaller Orders. During the Crusader 
Period [12-13th centuries] when the military Orders were active in the 
Outremer, the Order of St Lazarus in Jerusalem was given holdings in the 
Christian-held European lands including holdings on the Iberian 
Peninsula. An example of such a donation was the Hospital or 
Leprosarium in Seville made by Alfonso the Learned of Castille and 

 
1 E. Rodríguez-Picavea. The Military Orders and Hospitaller Activity on the 

Iberian Peninsula during the Middle Ages. Mediterranean Studies, 18, (2009), 
24–43.  
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placed under the direction of the Order of Saint Lazarus.2 Other 
leprosaria dedicated to Saint Lazarus had been established in the Iberian 
Peninsula during the Outremer period, but there appears to be no 
definite evidence that these were under the management of the Order 
of St Lazarus, even though the pontiff Clement IV in 1265 placed all 
leprosaria in the West under the protection and government of the 
Order of St Lazarus.3  

 
1200 Lazareto de Vivero, Vivero (Lugo) Galicia 
1213 San Lazaro de Rivadavia, Oviedo 

San Lazaro de Lugo, Lugo 
Asturias 
Galicia 

1225 4 San Lazaro de Sevilla, Sevilla Andalusia 
1248 San Lazaro de Corro (Casa de los Alas), Aviles, 

Oviedo 
Asturias 

1255 San Lazaro de Valencia, Valencia Valencia 
1256 Malateria de Salamanca, Salamanca Castile and León 
1260 Ladreria de Cesures, Coruña Galicia 
1270 San Lazaro de Córdoba, Córdoba Andalusia 

 

Reviewing the list of leprosaria founded in the Iberian Peninsula 
during the Outremer Period (1098-1291), one notes that out of nine 
established leprosaria, one was located in the autonomous community 
of Castile and León, three in the autonomous community of Galicia, two 

 
2 F. Hall Standish. Seville and its vicinity. (London: Black & Armstrong, 1840), 

266-267.  
3 Clement IV. Venerabilibus Fratribus nostris.... (5.viii.1265). Transcribed in: L. 

Cherubini, A.M. Cherubino. Magnum bullarium romanum, a B. Leone Magno 
vsque as S.D.N. Inncocentium X. (Lyon: P. Borde, L. Arnaud & C.I. Rigad, 
1727), vol.1, 140. 

4 The attribution of the establishment date of the Seville leprosarium to 1225 
is probably erroneous since Seville was only incorporated to the Crown of 
Castile by Ferdinand III [*1199 1252] in 1248. Alfonso X the Learned [*1221 
1284] reigned as King of Castile, León, and Galicia from 30 May 1252 until 
his death in April 1284. 
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in Asturias, two in Andalusia, and one in Valencia. Of these 
establishments, six were dedicated to St Lazarus. 5  

 
In 1291, the Crusader forces were expelled from their last outpost in 

the Outremer. Failing to set up an effective outpost in Cyprus, the Order 

of St Lazarus established their motherhouse base in Boigny in France. 

Though the Order had lost its military link with the Outremer, it still 

maintained its original raison d'être of caring for lepers in the various 

communities it served and thus continued in the early decades of the 

14th century to receive support from the pontiffs and Christian rulers. In 

the Iberian Peninsula, thirteen further leprosaria were established after 

the loss of Acre, mainly in the autonomous community of Asturias with 

the majority being linked to St Lazarus as patron saint.6 It is again not 

clear whether these leprosaria fell under the government of the Order 

in accordance with the 1265 bull. Some of the other militias had houses 

specifically dedicated to the treatment of leprosy. The Order of St. James 

of Santiago, in the 1190s, had taken over the management of leper 

hospitals in Las Tiendas and Villamartín along the Palencian section of 

the Camino de Santiago to provide solstice to leper pilgrims.7 There is 

also a medieval Chapel dedicated to St Lazarus in Sarria on the way to 

Santiago de Compostela that has been tenuously linked to the Order of 

St. Lazarus by Don Francisco Vázquez Saco who reported that: 

 

 
5 D. Contreras Duenas. Leprosy in Spain. International Journal of Leprosy 

(1947), 178-182.  
Before the First Crusade, three other leprosaria are recoded to have been 

established in the Iberian Peninsula: El Hospital del Cid, Palencia (Castile & 
León) in 1067, Santa Maria de la Silva, Oviedo (Asturias) in 1074 and Hospital 
de San Lazaro, Santiago (Galicia) in 1187. 

6 D. Contreras Duenas, 1947, op. cit. 
7 E. Rodríguez-Picavea, 2009, op. cit., 35. 
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‘En 1562, el mayordomo de la Orden Pedro Rodriguez, afora “un 

casarón y formal de casa que esta sito en el coto de Layosa... junto a la 

casa de Mendo rrial en que solia vivir y morar Martino da Pedreira, 

defunto, segun pertenesce a la dicha Orden de Señor San Lazaro; la cual 

dicha casa hos la aforamos como dho es segun que a dicha orden de 

Señor San Lázaro pertenesce por donacion que della hizo Men rrial el 

viejo, difunto que sea en gloria”. 8 

 
1295 San Lazaro de Villafria, Pravia, Oviedo Asturias 
1299 San Lazaro de Orense, Orense Galicia 
1300 San Lazarode Vallobal, Polona, Oviedo Asturias 
1331 San Lazaro de Revollada, Lena, Oviedo 

San Lazaro de Paranza, Proaza, Oviedo 
San Lazaro de Mono, Caso, Oviedo 
San Lazaro de Ruedes, Gijon, Oviedo 
San Lazaro de Valdevenero, Aller, Oviedo 
San Lazaro de Paniceres, Oviedo 
San Lazaro de Cervielles, Oviedo 
Santa Cruz del Marcenado, Oviedo 
Malateria de Ayardo, Cabranes, Oviedo 
San Lazaro de Mirayo, Cangas de Tineo, Oviedo 

Asturias 
Asturias 
Asturias 
Asturias 
Asturias 
Asturias 
Asturias 
Asturias 
Asturias 
Asturias 

   

The loss of a common raison d'être supporting the Christian 

Outremer presence appears to have subsequently caused a breakdown 

in the international cohesion of the Order of St Lazarus resulting in a 

number of regional houses breaking off relations with the Boigny 

motherhouse in France. 9 In 1370, in a petition addressed to the Holy 

See, the Master General in the central house at Boigny, Jacobi de Besnes, 

was lamenting that over the previous 20 years, no oblations had been 

received from some of the houses in England, Apulia, Hungary, and 

 
8 F.L.A. Xaime. El Hospital de San Lázaro de Sárria (Lugo). Atavis et Armis, 7, 

(December 2005), 9-14. 
9 C. Savona-Ventura. The first schism affecting the Order of 

Saint Lazarus. Acta Historiae Sancti Lazari Ordinis, 2 (2017), 35-52. 
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France, while the brothers from these houses  had failed to attend the 

Chapter General meetings of the Order; while some had actually 

reverted to a secular life.10 The Master General’s lament makes no 

mention of houses in the Iberian region suggesting that these had to 

date remained loyal to the motherhouse in France. Attempts to wield 

away the Iberian properties from the Order may however been 

instituted towards the late 14th century. In 1393, under the rule of Henry 

III of Castille, the Ordenanzas del Hospital de San Lázaro were enacted 

to reorganize the management of the establishment in Seville. These 

ordinances confirm that the establishment was now placed under the 

direction of the Crown with the director of the Hospital being appointed 

by the king.11 

 

Portugal was declared a separate kingdom in 1095 when the region 

broke away from the then Kingdom of Galicia. In 1139, Afonso 

Henriques, son of the Count Henry of Burgundy, proclaimed himself King 

of Portugal. Throughout the first half 13th century, internal strife slowly 

pushed the Moors southwards with the southernmost province Algarve 

being conquered in 1249 with Lisbon becoming the capital city in 1255. 

Portugal's boundaries have remained almost unchanged since with the 

Portuguese managing to keep at arm’s length the Castilians. The internal 

strife generated by these outside threats resulted in an overall lack of 

participation in the Crusades in the Outremer. This appears to have 

resulted in a relative restriction of leprosy with the disease not reflecting 

the apparent spread observed in the rest of Europe. This meant that the 

policy of establishing leprosaria to institutionalise patients was not 

 
10 Urbanus V. Exhibita nobis pro parte …. (9.iv.1370). Transcribed in: R. 

Hyacinthe, L'Ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem au Moyen Age (Bez-et-
Esparon : Études & Communication Édition, 2003), doc. vi, 206-207.  

11 R. Cómez. El Hospital de San Lázaro en Sevilla. De fundancíon medieval a 
edificio renacentista. Laboratorio de Arte, 4 (1991), 43-60.  
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excessively applied, though by the 14th century a Cappela de São Lázaro 

serving the Gafaria (leprosarium) de São Pedro Leprosarium had been 

established in Sintra to give religious assistance to the lepers 

institutionalized in the leprosarium.12 A Casa de São Lázaro was also 

established in Lisbon probably in the early 14th century. A will dated 1300 

made by Estevainha Peres Caseval  refers to the gafos de Lisboa, which 

institution was referred to as the gafos de São Lázaro in a will made by 

Ousenda Leonardes in 1325. 13 There is as yet no documentary evidence 

to suggest that the Order of Saint Lazarus gained a foothold in Portugal 

during Medieval period. 

 

In Spain, despite any attempts to appropriate the Iberian holdings of 

the Order of St Lazarus by the State, the Order apparently retained some 

of its holdings right through to the fifteenth century. The Archivos 

Españoles has archival material dated to the period 1485-1500 referring 

to the holdings of the Order of Saint Lazarus located in the Iberian 

Peninsula with an apparent presence in Cuenca, Huete, & Uclés, Peñafiel 

& Arévalo, Logroño, and Mondoñedo. 14 The continuing separate 

existence of these institutions to the end of the 15th century confirms 

 
12 King Fernando I, in 1368, ruled that the Municipal Council, the Administrator 

of properties and incomes of the hospital of Santo Espirito and Leprosarium 
of Sao Pedro with the Chapel of Sao Lazaro were obliged to elect a ‘good 
man’ as purveyor to ensure that the income of the institutions was spent 
appropriately according to the intention of the original benefactors.  

13 R.L.S. da Nóvoa. A Casa de São Lázaro de Lisboa – Contributos para uma 
história das atitudes face à Doença (sécs. XIV – XV), (unpublished Masters in 
Medieval History thesis: New University of Lisbon, 2010). 

14 Archivos Españoles. Documents dated 1485-1500 referring to the Order of 
St. Lazarus. Available at: 
http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas20/catalogo/find?nm=&texto=orden+d
e+san+lazaro. The documents mention other houses dedicated to St Lazarus 
in Orduña, Medina del Campo, Mérida, Fuente el Maestre and Badajoz. 
However, their link to the Order of St Lazarus is not clear. 
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that the Order had holdings on the Iberian Peninsula, mainly it seems in 

the Castille region, whose management was retained right through the 

end of the 15th century. 

 
• Cuenca, Huete & Uclés in the Castilla-La Mancha province: In 1486, 

Diego de Valladolid commander of the OSL and administrator of the 

houses in these towns complains about attempts to usurp him of his 

rights of managing these holdings [3.vi.1486]. His rights were 

confirmed [3.vi,1486] 

• Peñafiel & Arévalo in the Valladolid province: In 1485, Lope Alvarez 

de Carrion commander and visitor of the OSL, resident of Arévalo, 

was given insurance regarding his rights [30.iv.1485]. In 1492, de 

Carrion was ordered to return goods he fraudulently acquired in the 

pretext that he was a leper transporting these to the house of SL at 

Peñafiel [26.vi.1492]. He was also asked to justify his rights to 

command the OSL in the kingdom [26.vi.1491]. In 1493, de Carrion, 

reportedly commander and vicar general of the OSL, was again 

summoned to present the titles, deeds and rights to the holdings 

related to his position [4.ii.1493 | 23.ii.1493]. 

• Logroño in the province of La Rioja: In 1487 the council of the city 

was summoned, along with Diego de Montana, with instructions to 

appoint Nicolás de Puentedura to manage the House of San Lázaro 

of said city following instruction given by Sancho de Girón, the vicar 

general of the OSL [21.viii.1487]. 

• Mondoñedo in the Galician province of Lugo on the way to Santiago 

de Compostela: In 1490, Pedro García ‘father’ of the OSL 

complained of grievances the OSL had suffered from the action of 

the mayor Juan Vázquez [3.iii.1490]. 

 

After 1331, in 1405 there appears to have been two other 

leprosaria set up in Salas, Olivedo: Nuestra Senora de Bazar and San 

Lazaro de la Espina. In the 16th century, four leprosaria were set up in 

Oviedo: San Lazaro de Cabruñana in the municipality of Grado (1519), 
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San Lazaro de Retuertas in Corias (1524), San Lazaro de Entrecaminos 

(1583), and San Lazaro de Pradaira in Grandas de Saline (1594). 15 

 

In 1489, the pontiff Innocent VIII promulgated the Bull Cum Solerti 

whereby all the holdings of the Order of St Lazarus were to be 

transferred to the Order of St John. This was however resisted by the 

various regional houses of the previously fractioned Order. The Spanish 

King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Aragon and Castille petitioned the 

Holy See to allow the properties of the Order in their dominions to be 

absorbed into the territories of the Episcopal Sees in which they were 

sited, or when adjacent to the properties of the various Orders [St. John, 

Santiago, Calatrava, Alcantara] to be granted to those Orders.16 This 

request fitted in with what was taking place in respect to other Spanish 

Orders at the time – principally transferring full administrative control 

to the Spanish King. In 1487, pontiff Innocent VIII invested Ferdinand of 

Aragon with the authority to administer the Order of Calatrava 

appointing him Grand Master after the death of the previous Grand 

Master Lopez de Padilla. After the Fall of Granada [1492], pontiff 

Alexander VI invested Ferdinand with the Grand Mastership of the Order 

of Alcantara, while in 1493 the Order of Santiago was incorporated into 

the Spanish Crown after the death of the Grand Master Alonso de 

Cardenes. In 1522, pontiff Adrian VI bestowed the three Grand 

Masterships of these three Orders upon the Spanish Crown, now under 

Charles V.  

 
15 D. Contreras Duenas (1947), op. cit.,  178-182.  
16 G. Stair Sainty. The Order of Saint Maurice and Lazarus. In: G. Stair Sainty; R. 

Heydel-Mankoo. World Orders of Knighthood & Merit (Buckingham, U.K.: 
Burke's Peerage & Gentry, 2006), vol. 1, 177-186.  

In 1495 [24.ii.1495], the priors of San Jerónimo and Santo Domingo de Porta 
Coeli, outside the walls of Seville, were instructed to intervene so as to bring 
order to the House of San Lázaro in Seville in line with the ordinances [?1393 
ordinances] and to appoint a new mayor instead of Commander Morales. 
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Documented Iberian holdings of the Order of St Lazarus with the territories 

of the Orders of Knighthood in the Iberian kingdoms at the end of the 15th 

century 17 

 

The legal actions pertaining to the OSL dated 1485-1493 listed 

above suggests that the rights of the administrators of the Order of St 

Lazarus in Spain were being questioned and challenged even before the 

promulgation of the 1489 Bull. The legal disputes were generally 

concluded in favour of the Order’s managers with the courts confirming 

their rights. In 1500, a lawsuit was initiated by Pedro Rodriguezde Riero, 

 
17 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Orders_of_knighthood_Iberia.svg, 
23.x.2021 [accessed 26.xii.2022]. Map may be incomplete. Original map 
modified to include definitely documented houses belonging to the Order of 
St Lazarus [Seville house lost to the Order in the 14th century] 
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resident of León, against Juan Santos, commander of the Order, 

regarding the appointment of positions within the Order [29.ii.1500].18  

 

In the early decades of the 16th century, pontiff Leo X re-established 

the Southern Italian and French fractions of the Order.19 No mention is 

made at this stage of the Order in the Iberian Peninsula. These holdings 

come again to the fore when pontiff Pius IV with his Bull Interassidua 

dominici dated 4 May 1565 appointed his relative Giannotto Castiglione 

as modernum Hospitalis & Militiae praedictum Magnum Magistrum and 

ordered the restoration of the properties of the Order situated in 

southern Italy, Spain, and Flanders to the management of the Priory of 

Capua to support the fight contra Piratarum et infidelium Christianae 

Religionis incursionem.20 This Bull led to a series of correspondence 

between King Philip II [reign 1556-1598] and the Holy See.21 Writing to 

(St) Pius V [reign 1565-1572], Philip had complained that for the pope to 

have a military order in his realms constituted an usurpation of his rights:  

 

 
18 Archivos Españoles. Documents dated 1485-1500 referring to the Order of 

St. Lazarus [29.ii.1500], op. cit. 
19 C. Savona-Ventura. The inter-relationship between the Orders of St Lazarus 

and of St John during the 16th century. Melita Classica, 8 (2022), 150-171. 
20 Pius IV. Interassidua Dominici.... (4.v.1565). Transcribed in: L. Cherubini & 

A.M. Cherubino. Magnum bullarium romanum, a Pio Quarto vsque A.D. 
Innocentium IX (Lyon: P. Borde, L. Arnaud & C.I. Rigaud, , 1673) vol.2, 136-
150. 

21 L. Serrano. Correspondencia diplomatica entre España y la Santa Sede 
durante el pontificado de S. Pio V (Madrid, 1914), vol. 1, 
110,134,135,191,410; vol. 2, 69,111-114,138-146,198-200,394-
397,410,427,445,471; vol. 3, 12-13; vol. 4 426. 
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‘Since the Roman pontiffs oftentimes have pretensions, ends, and human 

wars that they conduct as temporal princes, it is not just that they have 

and take arms from our house and our realms for such things’.22  

 

Pius V in his subsequent Bull Sicuti bonus agricola of the 7 February 

1567 revoked the passages in the earlier Bull relating to the properties 

in Spain and Flanders to which the Spanish King Philip II had previously 

objected to.23 The pontiff did not submit to the Spanish King’s demands 

to suppress the Order of St Lazarus altogether and unite this with the 

other Spanish Military Orders.24 The wording of these Papal Bulls do 

confirm that the Order did have holdings in the Iberian Peninsula which 

had probably been lost as a result of the 1489 Bull and were now being 

discussed in regard to their restoration to the Order. 

 

The presence of the Order is accredited in Segovia, Arévalo, 

Valladolid, Cuéllar, Palencia, Zaragoza, and Huesca. According to 

Ildefonso Turull de Ventosa, there is documentation referring to the year 

1566 and 1567 in the General Archive of Simancas about the Order in 

Spain where its military character is consigned. This same author affirms 

that there is evidence that the lepers of Tortosa, Sallent and Tárrega 

belonged to the hospitable Lazarists. A similar origin is attributed to the 

lazaretto of San Lázaro de Teas, in the province of Santander.25 In 1567, 

however, Philip II remarked that the hospitals of St Lazarus within his 

kingdom had long been under royal protection and patronage, the king 

 
22 Thomas James Dandelet. Spanish Rome, 1500-1700 (New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 2001), 75-76. 
23 Pius V. Sicula bonis agricula ...... (7.ii.1567). Transcribed in: Laerzio Cherubini 

& Angelo Maria Cherubino (1673), op. cit., vol.2, 204-212. 
24 L. Serrano (1914), op. cit., vol. 2, 198-200.  
25 José María de Montells. Historia Appasionada de la religión de San Lázaro. 

(Torri ta 'Lanzun, Malta: Academia Internacioal de Nuestra Señora del Monte 
Carmelo, 2003). 
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assuming the responsibility to provide these with administrators.  Any 

changes in the status quo were considered as a prejudice of the royal 

right of patronage to the great detriment of the hospitals and the good 

work done to relieve the poor.26 This rather suggests that the properties 

originally belonging to the Order of St Lazarus had been appropriated by 

the authorities who had assumed their day-to-day management. In 

1592, King Philip II requested a report of the finances and activities of 

the Orders of San Lazaro and of San Anton in the jurisdiction of the 

Cuatro Villas from his Dominican confessor Diego de Orellana de 

Chaves.27 

 

Another attempt was made in 1603 by pontiff Gregory XIII to allow 

the Grand Master of the Order of St Lazarus, now united with the Order 

of St Maurice under the hereditary leadership of the Dukes of Savoy, to 

assume possession of the vacant holdings in the dominion of Spain.28 It 

is unclear whether this papal edict referred specifically to properties in 

the Iberian Peninsula or to properties in the Kingdom of Naples and in 

Flanders, regions which fell within the realm of the King of Spain. In 

response, throughout 1603-1609, Philip III gave specific instructions to 

his ambassadors to the Holy See regarding the Lazarite holdings in 

 
26 El Rey a Requesens [6.vii.1567]. In: L. Serrano (1914), op. cit., vol.2, 142-143. 
27 Philip II, King of Spain. Letter dated 19 October 1592 to Diego de Orellana de 

Chaves (Ms. L. Tom Perry Special Collections, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham 
Young University VMSS 504 Box 2 1592, 2 fols). Transcribed & translated in: 
Dallin V. Larsen. “Yo el Rey”: Philip II’s Anglo-Spanish War Correspondence to 
Diego de Orellana de Chaves and Others, April 1592 – December 1592. 
(unpublished MA thesis, Brigham Young University, 2015), 137-141, 193-194 

28 Clement VIII. Decretum Romanum Pontificem ….. (9.ix.1603). In: L. Cherubini 
& A.M. Cherubino. Magnum bullarium romanum, a Clemente VII vsque A.D. 
Gregorium XV (Lyon P. Borde, L. Arnaud & C.I. Rigaud, 1655), vol.3, 144-147.  
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Naples.29 In 1609, he forbade residents in any of the Spanish dominions 

the wearing of the habit of any foreign Military Order within the Spanish 

territories. Any infringement was punishable by six years exile and a fine 

of 500 ducats, beside becoming unworthy of admission to any Spanish 

Order. This prohibition rather put an end to the debate. This prohibition 

was again subsequently reinforced by Philip V in 1703 in instructions 

given to the Governor of Milan. 

 
Ninguna persona de qualquier estado y condicon qye sea, natural de 

estos Reynos y residente en ellos, pueda sin licencia nuestra traer y usar 

en publico ni en secreto, ni recibir Hábito alguno de los de Orden Militar 

de ningún principe extrangero ni de otras personas que pretendan tener 

poder ó recaudos para darlos; so pena de que el que lo contrario hicere, 

deas de quitarle el tal Hábito incurre en seis añosde destierro de Reyno, 

y de quinientos ducados aplicados la tercera parte para el Juez que lo 

sentenciare, la otra tercia parte para nuesta Cámara, y la otra tercia 

parte para el denunciador; y que por el mismo caso que reciban ó traigan 

los tales Hábitos, se hagan inhábiles para los Hábitos de estos Reynos: 

todo lo cual no es nuestra voluntad que se enruenda en quanto á los 

Hábitos de Caballeros de la Orden ó Religion de S. Juan, en quanto á los 

quales y su Orden no es nuestra intención y voluntad innovae en cisa 

alguna [1609].30 

 

Dn. Phelipe, etc. Ill(ustr)e Prin(cip)e de Baudemont. etc. Hauiendoseme 

suplicado por parte de Ludouico Negri tubiesse4 p(o)r bien de conzederie 

mi r(ea)l beneplacito para q(ue) se le admitiesse a la posesion de la 

Encomienda fundada debajo de la Orden Militar de los Martires Sn. 

 
29 S. Giordano. Istruzioni di Filippo III ai suoi ambasciatori a Roma 1598-1621. 

Publicazioni degli Archivi di Stato - Fonti XLV (Roma: Ministero per i beni e la 
attività culturale, 2006), 16, 35, 36, 55, 69, 79, 110, 120, 137, 171, 186. 

30 Philip III. Ley X del Titolo del Libro VI de La Novisoma Recopilación (1609). 
Transcribed in: Transcribed in: J. de Palacio y de Palacio. Las falsas Ordenes 
de Caballera. Hidalguia 1(3), (1953), 612.  
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Mauricio y Lazaro de quien es Gran Maestre el Duq(ue) de Saboya, 

alegando diferentes motibos pa(ra) q(ue) condescienda a su inst(asnci)a 

y etando prohibida esta materia por tan repetidas ordenes, espcialmente 

por le de 25 de feb(re)rode 1574. He venido en renouarlas aora con este 

motibo encargandoos como lomhago q(ue) de nid(un)a manera permitis 

q(ue) en ese est(a)do se tome posesion de ning(u)na encomienda ni 

veneficioni otro genero de frenta q(ue) fuere o ubiere sido de la dicha 

Orden de Sn. Lazaro ni de exempcion ni otro Priu(ilegi)o alguno a 

ning(u)na Persona q(ue) tubiere el hauito de la dicha religionn como esta 

mandado en las citadas irdenes, que asi convirnr a mi serui(ci)o. De 

M(adri)d a veinte de 9(em)re de 1703. 31 

The eventual history of the Lazarite holdings in the Iberian Peninsula 

remains unclear. However, the Capuan motherhouse in the Kingdom of 

Naples was taken over by the ecclesiastical authorities of the city and 

never reverted to the Savoyard Order of Sts Maurice and Lazarus. The 

Church and Hospital at Capua were in 1573 placed under the direction 

of abbots termed priore e perpetuo commendatario venerabilis Ecclesiae 

e Hospitalis Sancti Lazari Hierosolymitani extra Capuam, the first being 

the Cardinal of Santa Severina D. Giuliantonio Santoro.32 The remaining 

16th century benefices of the fratres Sancti Lazari Hierosolymitani in 

Regnum Siciliae appear to have been gradually all lost and assimilated 

with other ecclesiastical or civil holdings in the region. The same appears 

to have happened to the Iberian holdings.  

 
 

 
31 Philip V. Cartas dirigad por Felipe V el 20 de Noviembre de 1703 al 

Gobernador y al Senado de Milán, renovamdo y ratificando las prohibiciones 
relativas a la Orden de San Lazaro (20.xi.1703).  Transcribed in: J. de Palacio 
y de Palacio. (1953), ibid., 612-613. 

32 D. Jannotta. Notizie storiche della Chiesa e Spedale di San Lazzaro di Capua 
(Napoli: Guiseppe di Domenico, 1762), 39-50. 
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Eighteenth-century re-establishment 

During the 17th century, the Grand Master of the Royal Orders of 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St Lazarus in France, Philippe de 

Courcillon Marquis de Dangeau established hereditary commanderies 

in an act that received royal approval on 9th December 1693. With this 

act, members of the Order were permitted to establish a family 

property (or donation of funds) as a Commandery, after agreement of 

the Grand Master and Council. The founder knights were regarded as 

Commandeur fondateur. These Commanderies could be established 

with the hereditary right of succession and subsequent knighthood in 

the Order of St Lazarus provided the would-be knight conformed to the 

requirements established by the Statutes.  

 

Two commanderies were established in the Iberian Peninsula. The 

first to be established in 1709 was the Commandery of St Eulalie of 

Barcelona. This ceased to exist when the Commander, Don Juan Graëls 

(admitted 1709), renounced the right to nominate a successor in 1714. 

The second commandery was that of St Anthony of Castille founded in 

1712 by the Spanish noblemen Antoine-Francois and Jean-Baptise de 

Fuentes y del Castillo (admitted 1712). Iberian nationality members 

during the 18th century included Louis-Michel de Vandine Saldago 

(ad.1717) who served as a Spanish infantry captain and governor to the 

King of Spain of two provinces Azangaro and Guamalier in Peru, and the 

Portuguese Antonin de Nouronha (ad.1751) who served as the Grand 

almoner of H.M. the King of Portugal.33 Any attempts to potentially 

expand the influence of the Royal Orders of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

and St Lazarus to the Iberian Peninsula received a major setback with 

 
33 H.M. de Langle & de J.L. Tréourret de Kerstrat. Les Ordres de Saint Lazare de 

Jerusalem & De Notre Dame du Mont Carmel aux XVIIe et XVIIIe siecles. 
(Paris: Publications LMTK, 1992), 24-26, 204, 256. 
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the onset of the French Revolution of 1789.  In 1771, the pontiff 

Clement XIV makes reference to the Order of St Lazarus in his Bull 

Gratissimo semper promulgated on the 5th September.  

 

Quatuor militarium Ordinum, nempe S. Lazari, Calatravae, Alcantarae, 

et Montosae, aliqua itidem pars fructuum ex Mitris et iis Episcopalibus, 

qui ferendo oneri pares esse sine ullo curae animarum, divini cultus, 

subsidii pauperum detrimento valeant, donec A.D. eam summam 

perventum fuerit, ex qua redditus annui quindecies centenum millium 

Realium confici possint, ut ita et retineatur dignitas et necessarii ordini 

sumptus, et benemerentibus, ac virtute praeditis in eodem ordine 

praemia suppetant. 34 

 

 

Twentieth-century revival 

The modern presence of the Order in Spain took place following the 

1910 re-organization of the Order and the moves made to 

internationalize the Order. The first Spanish members were admitted 

after the cessation of the First World War hostilities. In 1921, two 

members resident in Barcelona were admitted to the Order. These were 

Rev. Don José Luis Pablo Viladot y Sala, a parish priest in Berga near 

Barcelona; and Gerard de Collardin y Esser, a chemist living in 

Barcelona.35 In 1929, Francisco de Borbón y de la Torre Duke of Seville 

(*1882 †1952 ad.1929) and his spouse Enriqueta de Borbón y Parade 

 
34 Clement XIV. Gratissimo semper …. (5.ix.1771). Transcibed in: A. Theiner. 

Clementis XIV Pont. Max. Epistolae et Brevia selectiora ac nonnulla alia acta 
pontificates ejus. (Bruxelles: Bibliopolio Universo, 1852), vol.3, 178-180. 
Available: https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015068225013 
(accessed 06/02/2023). 

35 La Science Historique (1921). As reported in : G. Coutant de Saisseval & A. 
Small (translator). The History of the Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem 
between 1814 and 1930 (Netherlands: MHOSLJ, ~1993), 21. 
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(*1885 †1967 ad.1929) were admitted to the Order.36 By 1933, sufficient 

members had been admitted to establish the Grand Prieuré d’Espagne 

under the leadership of Don Alfonso de Borbón y León Marqués de 

Squilache as Grand Prior. In December 1935, H.R.H. Francisco de Paula 

de Borbón y de la Torre, Duke of Seville and Grandee of Spain (a second 

cousin of King Alfonso XIII) was appointed the 44th Grand Master of the 

Order. His son Don Francisco Enrique de Borbón y de Borbón was 

designated Coadjutor and eventual successor.37 This appointment 

resulted in the re-establishment of links of the Order with the Bourbon 

Family – now represented by the Spanish branch of the family. The 

political links of the new Grand Master of the Order were viewed 

favourably by the newly established Spanish Ministry of the Interior, and 

the Order was given official recognition in Spain in 1940.38 This was 

reiterated in 1946 by decree signed by General Franco which associated 

the Order with the national fight against leprosy, skin disorders and 

sexually transmitted diseases.39 This recognition was again reiterated in 

1980 after the death of Franco led to Spain becoming a constitutional 

monarchy with an elected parliament.40   

 
36 Liste comprend les noms des membres et affilies de l'Ordre de Saint Lazare. 

(Paris: MHOSLJ, ~1930), 22. 
37 La Croix de Sinople – The Green Cross, 1(i) (1962), 4-6. 
38 Orden Hospitalaria de San Lazaro de Jerusalen. Order dated 9 May 1940 

from the Ministry of the Interior, Spain; and Articulo 22/25. Vide: Jaime 
Nuno de Montells y Pajares. Ordo Sancti Lazari Repertorio 
Bibliografico/Bibliography 1930-2005. (Madrid: Grand Priory of Spain, 
MHOSLJ, 2005), 57-59. 

39 Decreto de 8 de marzo de 1946 por el que se aprueba el Reglamento par la 
lucha contra la Lepra, Dermatosis y Enfermedades sexuales. Vide: Jaime 
Nuno de Montells y Pajares (2005), op. cit., 57-59. 

40 Orden Militar y Hospitalaria de San Lázaro de Jerusalem, de Villaviciosa de 
Odón (Madrid). Note from the Ministry of the Interior dated 4 August 1980. 
Vide: Jaime Nuno de Montells y Pajares (2005), op. cit. 57-59.  
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1929-1936 Excmo. Sr. don Alfonso de Borbón y León, Marqués de 

Squilache, Grande de España 

1941-1944 Excmo. Sr. General don Francisco Gómez-Jordana y Sousa, 

Conde de Jordana 

1944-1956 Excmo. Sr. don José María Velluti Zbikoswki, Marqués de Falces, 

del Cerro de la Cabeza y de Torreblanca, Grande del Reino de 

Navarra 

1956-1962 Excmo. Sr. don José Romero de Juseu y Lerroux, Marqués de 

Cárdenas de Montehermoso, Gran Refrendario 

1962-1967 Excmo. Sr. don Pedro Osorio de Moscoso y Moreno, Duque de 

Montemar, Grande de España 

1967-1973 Serenísimo Señor don Francisco de Borbón y Borbón, Gran 

Maestre Emérito, XLV y XLVII  Gran Maestre 

1973-1980 Don José Eugenio Méndez de Haro 

1980-1985 Excmo. Sr. don Alfonso de Figueroa y Melgar, Duque de 

Tovar, Marqués de Gauna, Grande de España 

1985-1989 Excmo. Sr. don Juan Manuel Mitjans y Domecq, Duque de 

Santoña, Marqués de Santurce y de Manzanedo, Grande de 

España 

1989-1994 Serenísimo Sr. don Francisco de Borbón y Escasany, Duque 

de Sevilla, Grande España, XLVIII Gran Maestre 

1994-2009 Excmo. Sr. don Juan Manuel Mitjans y Domecq, Duque de 

Santoña, Marqués de Santurce y de Manzanedo, Grande de 

España – eventually Grand Prior emeritus 

2009-2017 Excmo. Sr. don don Juan Pedro de Soto Martorell, marqués 

de La Lapilla 

 2017-2018 Excmo. Sr. don Iván de Arteaga y del Alcázar Marqués de Ariza 

 2018------- Excmo. Sr. don Rafael Márquez Osorio, Conde de las Torres 

de Alcorrín 

Grand Priors – Grand Priory of Spain: 1929-2023 
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