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Abstract 
The statutes of the Hospitaller Order of St John precluded 

professed members from entering into a marital relationship and 
becoming members of other Chivalric Orders. Circumstances 
however arose where professed members asked and obtained a 
dispensation from their vows allowing them the freedom to join 
other Chivalric Orders including the Ordre de Notre-Dame du Mont-
Carmel et de Saint-Lazare. 
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Introduction 
The Hospitaller Order of St John is often considered to have 

been set up on lines emulating the Monastic Orders regulated by 
the Regulae model set by Augustine of Hippo [*354 †430 AD] and 
Benedict of Nursia [*480 †547 AD]. The Benedictine and 
Augustinian Regulae incorporated the basic vows expected to be 
taken by all admissions to the community - poverty, chastity, and 
obedience. As they developed, the Crusader Orders cannot be 
deemed to have been true monastic or true Religious Orders; at 
most they can be termed to have been quasi-Religious and quasi-
Monastic organizations. With the passage of time, in response to 
the changing political demands, a partially blind-eye attitude was 
taken towards these vows. Statutes were amended to allow knights 
to obtain and bequeath certain property, to own their own house, 
and to further enrich themselves by fitting out their own galleys. 
They could retain at least one fifth of their estate and testate this, 
and this could be sizeable. Chastity and celibacy were regulated, 
and knights were not permitted to enter into a formal marriage, 
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though a blind eye was taken towards illicit relationships.1 
Membership to the Hospitaller Order of St John was exclusive, and 
no individual could reasonably belong to another different order 
simultaneously. This exclusiveness was formalized in its statutes by 
the Hospitaller Order of Saint John during the leadership of Grand 
Master Hugues de Revel (reign: 1258-1277). These state that 
“anyone who had been professed in another Order in no way will be 
accepted in ours, and should he be previously accepted, and is found 
out, is deprived of his habit.”2 These regulations were mirrored by 
the other Crusader Orders – the Templars, the Teutonic knights and 
the Order of Saint Lazarus. However, the Rule of the Knights of the 
Temple allowed knights inflicted with leprosy to request permission 
to leave the community and join the Order of Saint Lazarus. There 
were no other provisions when Templar knights could transfer their 
allegiance to another Order.3 In contrast, any Hospitallers of St John 
found to be leprous were prohibited from wearing ‘the Habit from 
that time forward, and may not come among the Brethren, but he 
should be provided with food and clothing’.4 

 
 
 

 
1 Hoegen Dijkhof. The legitimacy of Orders of St. John : a historical and 

legal analysis and case study of a para-religious phenomenon 
(unpublished Doctoral Thesis: University of Leiden, Netherlands, 2006). 
Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/4576 (29.03.2024). 

2 “chiunque haverá fatta professione in altro Ordine á modo alcuno non 
sia mai accettato nel nostro, e sé fará ricevuto, havuto notitia della 
prima professione, sia privato dell’ habitó.” In: Statuti della Sac. 
Religione di S. Gio. Gerosolimitano, con le ordinationi dell'ultimo 
capitolo generale celebrato nell'anno 1631. In: Ordre souverain 
militaire et hospitalier de Saint-Jean-de-Jérusalem, de Rhodes et de 
Malte. [Valletta, Malta, 1674], 21. 

3 H. de Curzon (ed.), La Regle du Temple. [Paris : Societé de l'Histoire de 
France, 1886], 239-240. 

4 E.E. Hume. Medical work of the Knights Hospitallers of St John of 
Jerusalem [Baltimore: John Hopkins, 1940], 62. 
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Hospitaller Grand Masters of the Order of St Lazarus 
Despite these statutory restrictions, the Order of Saint John in 

the latter half of the 16th century intentionally turned a blind eye to 
their regulation and allowed professed members of their Order to 
be appointed Grand Masters of the Order of Saint Lazarus on the 
recommendation of the King of France and approval of the Holy 
See. This tactic approval was forthcoming in the hope that the 
properties of the Order of Saint Lazarus would eventually be 
assimilated with those of the Order of Saint John as envisaged by 
the 1489 papal Bull Cum solerti which had originally envisaged the 
abolition of the Order of St Lazarus with the transfer of its 
properties to the Order of St. John. This Bull had eventually been 
superseded by subsequent ones that re-established the Order of St 
Lazarus in France and in Southern Italy.5  

 
This Machiavellian plan was thwarted by King Henri IV after 

the appointment of Philibert de Nérestang [reign: 1604-1613] as 
Grand Master of the Order of Saint Lazarus in 1604 and the formal 
union of that Order with the newly established Order of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel in 1608.6 The Order of Saint Lazarus had now 
become an honorific Order linked with the King of France. It thus 
lost its previous quasi-monastic pretensions thus allowing 
members to enter into a marital relationship. The Order also 
abandoned the principles of exclusivity. The newly restructured 
Order thus allowed its members to be received in other Chivalric 
Orders, e.g. Ordre de la Toison d’or [established 1430] 7 and the 

 
5 R. Gatt. Of Papal Bulls and Political Intrigue: the attempted abolition of 

an Order. Acta Historiae Sancti Lazari Ordinis, 2 (2017), 53-74; C. 
Savona-Ventura. The inter-relationship between the Orders of St 
Lazarus and of St John during the 16th century. Melita Classica, 8 
(2022), 150-171. 

6 Henri IV, King of France. Brevet d’Union des deux Ordres de Notre-Dame 
du Mont-Carmel et de Saint-Lazare de Jerusalem dated 31.x.1608 

7 As an example, Vide: Albert-André de Sainte-Aldegonde admitted to 
the Order of Saint Lazarus in 1670. H.M. de Langle and J.L. de Tréourret 
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Ordre Royal et Militaire de Saint-Louis [established 1693] 8. In 
contrast, members in the Order of Saint John were still required to 
give full loyalty to their mother Order, even if serving other rulers, 
and thus membership continued to require exclusiveness. By 
retaining their quasi-monastic structure, professed members of the 
Order of St John were still bound by their vows, including those of 
celibacy. 

  

 
Jean de Levis 

(1557-1564) †1564 
Ad. OSJ 1532 

 
Michel de Seure 

(1564-1571) †1595 
Ad. OSJ 1539 

 
François de Salviati 

(1571-1586) †1586 
Ad. OSJ 1544 

 
Michel de Seure 

(1586-1593) †1595 
Ad. OSJ 1539 

 
Aymar de 

Clermont-Chattes 
(1593-1603) †1603 

Ad. OSJ 1566 

 

List and coat-of-arms of 16th century Order of St John members 
managing the Boigny branch of the Order of St Lazarus as Grand 

Masters 9 

 
de Kerstrat. Les Ordres de Saint Lazare de Jerusalem & De Notre Dame 
du Mont Carmel aux XVIIe et XVIIIe siècles, [Paris: Publications LMTK, 
1992], 153 

8 As an example, Vide: Alexander Vaultier admitted to the Order of Saint 
Lazarus in 1684. H.M. de Langle and J.L. de Tréourret de Kerstrat, ibid, 
154 

9 See Appendix for biographies. 
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Hospitallers who obtained dispensations 
Circumstances however did arise when professed members of 

the Order of St John were given a dispensation from their vows 
made on admission. This dispensation would therefore allow them 
to enter into marital relationships and be free to join other Chivalric 
Orders.  A number of 17-18th century admissions to the Ordre de 
Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel et de Saint-Lazare are reported to 
have been previously members of the Order of St John. 

 
One such individual was Claude Potier 

Marquis de Novion [*1638; †14.vii.1722] who was 
professed a Chevalier of the Order of Saint John 
within the Lange de France on the 11 May 1665.10 
He subsequently asked for a dispensation from his 
original vows and left that Order to get married to 

Anne Catherine de Brossamin [†1703] and again, after his first 
wife’s death, in 1712 to Madeleine Le Couturier [†1733]. He was 
admitted a Chevalier to the Ordre de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel 
et de Saint-Lazare on the 25 January 1681. He had a military career 
serving as captain of light horses (1667), then Colonel of the 
regiment of Brittany, and brigadier of the armies of the King of 
France.11 His genealogy is given in the Appendix. 12 Claude was one 

 
10 L. de La Roque. Catalogue des Chevaliers de Malte, appelés 

successivement Chevaliers de l'ordre militaire et hospitalier de Saint-
Jean de Jérusalem, de Rhodes & de Malte, 1099-1890, [Paris: A. 
Desaide, 1891], 193. 

11 H.M. de Langle and J.L. de Tréourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., p.132; A. de 
Marsy. Liste des Chevaliers de l’Ordre de Saint-Lazare deJerusalem et de 
Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel, [Paris: J.B. Dumoulin, 1875], 16. 

12 P. Anselme, H.C. Du Fourny, Ange and Simplicien. Histoire 
Généalogique Et Chronologique De La Maison Royale De France, Des 
Pairs, Grands Officiers de la Couronne & de la Maison du Roy: & des 
anciens Barons du Royaume: Avec Les Qualitez, L'Origine, Le Progrès & 
les Armes de leurs Familles …,[Paris: Compagnie des Libraires, 1728], 
vol. 4, 763-768; E Pattou. Famille Potier. 2004, 
http://racineshistoire.free.fr/LGN/PDF/Potier.pdf. 
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of six siblings. His older brother was André II Potier who died on the 
24 January 1674. In 1660, André married Catherine Anne Malon de 
Bercy [†1715] and had four children – André III [*1659], Louis Anne 
Jules [*1666], Marie, and unidentified – the eldest of whom, André 
III, was only 15 years of age and still a minor at the time of his 
father’s death. This may have served as the basis for Claude 
requesting the dispensation to enable him to assume the ‘head of 
family’ status. The Potier family was noted for members joining 
Chivalric Orders. Jean Potier [admitted 1522], Jules-Auguste Potier 
de Gesvres [ad. 1665] and Jacques Potier [ad. 1687] are recorded 
as professed members of the Order of St John 13, while the 
Grandson of André III, Nicholas Marquis de Novion, was admitted 
to the Ordre de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel et de Saint-Lazare on 
the 15 June 1715. 14 

 
Two members of the de Béthune family - Louis 

de Béthune and François-Annibal de Béthune are 
similarly reported to have been previously 
professed knights of the Order of Saint John 
obtaining dispensations to enable them to marry.15 
Both had careers serving in the French naval 

service and were eventually admitted to the Ordre de Notre-Dame 
du Mont-Carmel et de Saint-Lazare. The family had a number of 
members professed with the Order of St John, including Jean de 
Béthune [ad. 1511], Armand de Béthune d'Orval [ad. 1662], Marie- 
Maximilien de Béthune-Hesdjgneul [ad. 1777], Jules-Théodore-

 
13 L. de La Roque, op. cit., 192-193. 
14 H.M. de Langle and J.L. de Tréourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., 195; A. de 

Marsy, op. cit., 54. There were three contemporary individuals named 
Nicolas Potier de Novion: (1) son of Claude Potier de Novion and Anne 
Catherine de Brossamin; (2) s/o André III Potier de Novion and Anne 
Berthelot; and (3) s/o Louis Anne Jules Potier de Novion and Antoinette 
Le Comte de Montauglan. 

15 The genealogy of the Béthune family is given in the Appendix. P. 
Anselme, et al., op. cit., vol. 4, 223-224. 
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Léon de Béthune [ad. 1781], and Félix-Ferdinand-François-Philippe 
de Béthune-Hesdjgneul [ad. 1784].16 The family also had another 
member admitted to the Ordre de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel et 
de Saint-Lazare on the 4 April 1716 – Hypolite de Béthune [s/o Louis 
de Béthune, past Abbé de Beaulieu who obtained a dispensation of 
his ecclesiastical vows ∞ Elizabeth le Marchand].17 

 
Louis de Béthune [*1659; †10/11/1734] Count (later Marquis) 

of Chabris was the son of Henri de Béthune comte de Selles and 
Marie Anne Dauvet des Mares. Louis de Béthune was the elder son 
of four siblings. He is reported to have been a Chevalier de Malte 
and had asked for a dispensation of his vows on the death of his 
brother. He then married Marie Thérèse Paulette de La Combe in 
1708 and had two children: Marie-Armande [*1709] and Armand-
Louis [*1711]. He joined the French navy as an ensign in 1680, was 
appointed a ship lieutenant in 1684, ship captain (1689), and 
lieutenant-general navy in 1734. He was involved in War of the 
Ligue d'Augsbourg and War of Succession in Spain. He was admitted 
to the Ordre de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel et de Saint-Lazare on 
1 April 1675 and promoted in 1681. 18 He was also admitted as 
Chevalier to the Ordre Royal et Militaire de Saint-Louis in 1705 
being promoted to commander on the 17 March 1728.19 
Interestingly, his father, Henri de Béthune [*29.iii.1632; †xi.1690], 
is also recorded as having been professed a Chevalier de Malte who, 
after the death of his elder brother Philippe de Bethune 
[*3.xi.1630; †3.iii.1658; ∞ Marie d’Estampes; no issue], applied and 

 
16 L. de La Roque, op. cit., 28. 
17 H.M. de Langle and J.L. de Tréourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., 197 ; A. de 

Marsy, op. cit., 55. 
18 H.M. de Langle and J.L. de Tréourret de Kerstrat, ibid, 128; A. de 

Marsy, ibid, 14. 
19 P. Anselme et al., op. cit., vol. 4, 223-224; Louis de Béthune. In: 

Wikipedi – l’encyclopédie libre. Wikimedia Foundation, 2016, available 
at https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_de_B%C3%A9thune. A. de 
Marsy, ibid, 55.  
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obtained a dispensation of his vows to allow him to get married to 
Marie Anne Dauvet des Mares.20 
 

 François-Annibal de Béthune [*1642] is reported to have 
been the son of Hipolite de Béthune [*19.ix.1603; †24.ix.1665; ∞ 
Anne Marie de Beauvilliers]. He is reported to have been a Chevalier 
de Malte and to have obtained a dispensation of his vows to allow 
him to marry Renée Le Borgne de l'Esquesriou. He had one 
daughter: Jean-Louise. He joined the French navy participating in 
the Dutch War, was appointed commander of the Sirène in 1676, 
and participated in the Battle of Augusta and Palermo. He served 
as chef d'escadre of Guyenne in 1682 and was appointed 
lieutenant-general of the French navy. He was admitted Chevalier 
de grâce to the Ordre de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel et de Saint-
Lazare on 5 September 1683. He was also admitted as Commander 
to the Ordre Royal et Militaire de Saint-Louis in 1728. 21 

 
Other 17-18th century members of the Order of Saint Lazarus 

are also said to have been members of the Order of Saint John, 
though the circumstances of their release from their vows have not 
been detailed. They both eventually got married and had children 
of their own.  

 
Jacques de Rostaing de Mésangeres, son of 

Jean Seigneur de Mésangeres and Françoise de 
Voynes, was admitted to the Ordre de Notre-Dame 
du Mont-Carmel et de Saint-Lazare on 21 March 
1682. He is said to have been a Chevalier de Malte 

 
20 The names of both Louis de Béthune and Henri de Béthune are not 

listed in the Catalogue des Chevaliers de Malte. L. de La Roque, op. cit., 
28. 

21 H.M. de Langle and J.L. de Tréourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., 152; A. de 
Marsy, op. cit., p.27; P. Anselme, et al., op. cit., vol. 4, 223-224. 
François-Annibal de Béthune is also not listed in the Catalogue des 
Chevaliers de Malte. L. de La Roque, ibid., 28. 
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and served as a captain of the Bourbonnais Regiment. He married 
Odile d’Oblestein and had issue including a son Jean-Gilbert. 22 His 
Grandson Joseph-Ignace [s/o Jean-Gilbert ∞ Louise de Rousse] was 
similarly admitted to the Ordre de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel et 
de Saint-Lazare in 1729.23 

 
 

Alexandre Vaultier de Moyencourt [*~1658; 
†2.ix.1728], Seigneur de Reuilly, Seigneur de 
Guérard et de Dubreuil-le Magne, was one of 
eight siblings born to Charles Vaultier and Jeanne 
Chaillon. He was admitted to the Ordre de Notre-
Dame du Mont-Carmel et de Saint-Lazare on 3 

March 1684 and a Chevalier de l’Ordre Royal et Militaire de Saint-
Louis on 28 July 1705. He is said to have also been a Commandeur 
de l’Ordre de Malte.24 In January 1684, he was given a brevet as 
ship’s ensign in the naval service of the French King. He had a very 
active service career, participating in the sieges of Condé, Bouchain, 
Aire, Cambrai, and Valenciennes. In April 1694, he was appointed 
ship’s lieutenant and captain of the Marine French company. In 
1696, he served as lieutenant of the Gardes de la Marine of 
Rochefort’s Company. In June 1701, the King of Spain appointed 
Vaultier as Honorary Admiral of the Spanish Naval army. In August 
1717, he was appointed Governor of Granada in the Isles du Vent; 
later served as Governor of Guardeloupe during the period 1719-
1727. In 1698, he married Madeleine Thibault de La Carte 

 
22 H.M. de Langle and J.L. de Tréourret de Kerstrat, ibid., 148; A. de 

Marsy, ibid., 25. Jacques de Rostaing de Mésangeres is not listed in the 
Catalogue des Chevaliers de Malte. L. de La Roque, ibid., 214. 

23 H.M. de Langle and J.L. de Tréourret de Kerstrat, ibid., 249. 
24 H.M. de Langle and J.L. de Tréourret de Kerstrat, ibid., 154; A. de 

Marsy, op. cit., 28. Alexandre Vaultier de Moyencourt is not listed in 
the Catalogue des Chevaliers de Malte. L. de La Roque, op. cit., 249. 
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[†~1699/1700]. In 1701, he married Anne-Marie de La Croix 
[†~1733] with issue including two sons and one daughter.25 

 
François-Antoine-Ledislas Comte de Bercheny 

[*17.i.1744; †25.i.1811; s/o Ladislas Ignace de 
Bersheny ∞ Anne-Catherine Gerard-Viet] was 
admitted as Chevalier of the Ordre de Saint-Jean de 
Jerusalem on the 23 February 1752 and 
subsequently on the 12 January 1769 was also 

admitted Commandeur of the Ordre de Notre-Dame du Mont-
Carmel et de Saint-Lazare.26 He served as Governor of the town of 
Commercy and first chamberlain of the last King of Poland, 
Stanislaw August Poniatowski. In 1762, he served as commander 
Hussards de Bercheny, and in 1784 as field marshal. In 1791, he 
emigrated to England where he lived until his death.27 In 1769, he 
married Anne-Louise-Adelaide Thomas de Pangé [*1752; †1777]; 
and in 1777 married again to Thérèse-Prudence-Adelaide de Santo 
Domingo [*1757] with whom he had a daughter Madelaine-
Valentine-Clementine de Bercheny [*1778; †1863] and a son 

 
25 Alexandre Vaultier de Moyencourt. In: Wikipedi – l’encyclopédie libre. 

[Wikimedia Foundation, 2016], available at 
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandre_Vaultier_de_Moyencourt; E. 
Pattou. Famille de Vaultier. 2003, 
http://racineshistoire.free.fr/LGN/PDF/Vaultier.pdf.  

26 L. de La Roque, op. cit., p.24; H.M. de Langle and J.L. de Tréourret de 
Kerstrat, op. cit., 279. 

27 M. Odinzov. Francois-Antoine-Ledislas de Bercheny Francois-Antoine-
Ladislas (1744-1811). In: Generals of the Old regime and Restoration, 
[Saint Petersburg, Russia, 21 March 2013], 
http://impereur.blogspot.com.mt/2013/03/francois-antoine-ledislas-
de-bercheny.html [Russian]; J.B.P.J. de Courcelles. Dictionnaire 
historique et biographique des généraux français, depuis le onzième 
siècle jusqu'en 1820, [Paris: Arthus Bertrand, 1821], vol. 2, 136-137. 
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Ladislas-Jean-Philippe de Bercheny [*1781; †1835]. He divorced his 
second spouse in 1793.28 

 

 
François-Antoine-Ledislas comte de Bercheny 

Artist unknown, 1785 - Musee de l, Armee, Paris 

 
During the late 18th century [1779], statutory changes were 

made by the French King to the Ordre de Notre-Dame du Mont-
Carmel et de Saint-Lazare. These changes envisaged the separation 
of the two Orders into the senior Ordre de Saint-Lazare and the The 
junior Ordre de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel. The Ordre de Saint-
Lazare was to be considered a purely honorific Order awarded 

 
28 François-Antoine de Bercheny. In: Histoire de l’Europe et de la 

Mediterranée. 
http://www.histoireeurope.fr/RechercheLocution.php?Locutions=Fran
%E7ois-Antoine+de+Bercheny&Date1=&Date2=&maf 
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through the discretion of the French King, while the Ordre de Notre-
Dame du Mont-Carmel was to be awarded to meritorious graduates 
of the École Militaire. 
 

Hugues de Bar de La Garde et de Croizat 
[*4.i.1766; †1793; s/o Joseph Blaise de Bar de La 
Garde ∞ Jeanne de Bar de Croizat]. He started his 
career as a student of the École Royale Militaire 
and was admitted Chevalier de Ordre de Notre-
Dame du Mont-Carmel in 1784. He is said to have 

been a Chevalier de l’Ordre de Malte. He served in 1788 as 
lieutenant to the Champagne Light Cavalry and subsequently as 
aide-de-camp to Marquis de La Roche-Aymon.29 

 
 
Conclusions 

The exclusivity structures of the ancien regime chivalric and 
honorific Orders received a serious setback with the vicissitudes 
brought about by the French revolutionary process that started in 
1789 and its aftermath political upheaval throughout the European 
region. The process caused these Orders to go into a hibernation 
period. The Order of St Lazarus lost its royal protection in 1831, and 
the remaining members appear to have reorganized themselves 
into an organization addressing philanthropic targets, particularly 
supporting Christian endeavours in the Holy Land. This 
reorganization was formalized and placed under the protectorship 
of the Melkite Patriarchy by the promulgation of the 1911 statutes. 
The Order of St John, having been expelled by Napoleon Bonaparte 
from the Maltese Islands, lost its coherent organization leading to 
dispersal of its members and causing the organization to become 
dormant until a new Papal Order was created by Pope Leo XIII’s 

 
29 H.M. de Langle and J.L. de Tréourret de Kerstrat, op. cit., 337-338. 

Hugues de Bar de La Garde et de Croizat is not listed in the Catalogue 
des Chevaliers de Malte. L. de La Roque, op. cit., 18. 
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appointment of Ceschi a Sante Croce as Grand Master, on 28 March 
1879, by the Apostolic Letter Solemne Semper.30  
 
Appendix 
1. Biographies of Grand Masters of the Order of St Lazarus who 
were members of the Hospitaller Order of St John 
 

Jean de Lévis, Baron de Charlus (†1564 | GM 1557-1564 | admitted 

OSJ 12 April 1532), a member of the Langue of Auvergne of the Order of 

St John, was appointed to the post of Grand Master by King Henri II.  After 

serving on the Order of St John’s caravans, Jean de Lévis returned to 

France to serve on the French galleys. In 1552, he was given command of 

ten galleys in the Ligurian Sea where he served King Henri II with 

distinction until 1557. His appointment as Grand Master was aggressively 

opposed by the other senior knights belonging to the Order of St Lazarus.31   

 

Michel de Seure de Lumigny (†1595 | GM 1564-1571/1586-1593 | 

ad. OSJ 12 January 1539), a member of the Langue of France of the Order 

of St John, was appointed to the post of Grand Master by Catherine de' 

Medici with the approval by Pope Pius IV.32 He was a member of the group 

 
30 This period saw a few Russian individuals being appointed to multiple 

orders of chivalry. An example is Count Théodore-Vassiliévitsch 
Rostopchine (*1765 †1826] who was appointed to the Order of St Anne 
[2 November 1796], the Order of St Alexandre Newsky [15 April 1797], 
the Order of St John [21 December 1798], and also the Order of St 
Lazarus [1800]. See: Anatole H.P. Segur. Vie du comte Rostopchine, 
[Paris : Bray et Retaux, 1871], 64, 77. J.J. Algrant, J. Beaugourdon: 
Armorial of the Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of 
Jerusalem, [Delft : van den Akker, 1983], 234. Count Rostopchine is not 
listed in the Catalogue des Chevaliers de Malte. L. de La Roque, op. cit., 
213 

31 P.E.G. de Sibert, Histoire des Ordres Royaux, Hospitaliers-Militaires de 
Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel, et de Saint-Lazare de Jerusalem, [Paris : 
Royal Press, 1771], 282-285. 

32 P.E.G. de Sibert, 1772, ibid., 290-292. 
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who in 1548 abducted Mary Stuart in Scotland escorting her to the court 

of King Henri II. He worked in the service of the French King as a diplomat 

representing the King in several delicate missions in the courts of Ferrara 

and Piedmont. He was appointed ambassador to Portugal; and after the 

Treaty of Cateau-Cambrésis in 1559 was entrusted with the mission of 

delivering the French King’s assurances that France would support the 

Corsicans against Genoa. He was subsequently appointed ambassador to 

the court of Elizabeth I of England.33 He occupied the post of Commander 

of Boigny until 1571 when he was replaced by François Salviati, but he 

reserved the right to appoint commanders to the next two commanderies 

that fell vacant and retained the right to bear the title of Grand Master. 

He probably reassumed the post of Commander of Boigny after Salviati’s 

death in 1586, occupying that post until 1593.  

 

François de Salviati (†1586 | GM 1571-1586 | ad. OSJ 1544) 

belonged to the prominent Florentine-Roman de Salviati family who 

served as bankers to Pope Sixtus IV. François de Salviati spent his early 

adolescence in Rome under the patronage of Cardinal Bernardo de 

Salviati. In 1520, he transferred to France and came under the protection 

of Catherina de Medici. He was admitted in the Langue of France of the 

Order of St. John in 1544. In 1566, he was appointed ambassador of the 

Order of St. John. On the 9 August 1571, King Charles IX appointed him 

Commander of Boigny with Michel de Seure retaining the title of Grand 

Master of the Order of St. Lazarus. In 1578, the French knights during a 

Chapter-General held in Boigny confirmed François Salviati as “chef, 

gouverneur & administrateur, Grand-maître general des hôspitaux, 

maladreries & de tout l’Ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem, Bethléem & 

Nazareth, tant en decà que au-delà des mers”.  Salviati continued in this 

role until his death in 1586 when his role was probably assumed by the 

previous incumbent Michel de Seure until 1593. 

 
33 David Potter. A Knight of Malta at the Court of Elizabeth I: The 

correspondence of Michel de Seure, French Ambassador, 1560-1561. 
Cambridge, U.K.: University Press, 2014]. 
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Aymar de Clermont de Chattes (*~1514 †1603 | GM 1593-1603 | ad. 

OSJ 25 June 1566) had been admitted in the Langue d’Auvergne of the 

Order of St. John of Malta, and was given the Commandery of Limoges, 

then of l’Ormeteau and of Saint-Paul-les-Romans and, in due course, he 

became Grand Prior of Auvergne and Grand Marshal of the Order. He also 

served as the lay abbot of Fécamp in Normandy and would eventually 

become the Order’s ambassador to the King of France.  In 1583, he was 

appointed Lieutenant General in the navy by King Henri III and led the 

relief force sent to the Azores against Philip II of Spain in defence of Don 

Anthony of Portugal. Though that expedition was unsuccessful, Aymand 

de Castes proved his naval expertise by successfully leading a naval 

campaign to recover the Island of Oléron that had been occupied by the 

Calvinists. He was rewarded by King Henry III by being given command of 

the French naval forces off the coast of Poitou and off Normandy. He also 

later supported King Henry IV, who further appointed him Lieutenant 

General of the Caux region and Governor of Dieppe. In April 1589, de 

Castes was promoted to the rank of Vice-Admiral of France. In 1593, de 

Castes was appointed by King Henri IV to serve as Grand Master to the 

Order of Saint Lazarus at Boigny. In 1602, he was further to serve the King 

as ambassador extraordinary to Queen Elizabeth I of England.  After his 

appointment as Lieutenant General of New France in 1603 and the setting 

up of the Canada and Acadia Company, de Castes supported the 

exploration of New France by Samuel de Champlain. De Clermont died on 

13 May 1603 and is buried in the Church of Minims in Dieppe, Normandy, 

France. 34     

  

 

 

 
34 P.E.G. de Sibert, 1772, ibid., 341-352; R. Pichette. The Order of Saint 

Lazarus in New France. A Short History of the Grand Priory of Canada, 
[Canada: Grand Priory of Canada Historical Commission, 1977], 30-42. 
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2. Genealogy of the de Potier Family  

[* birth; †death, ∞ marriage,  OLJ member,  OSL member] 

 
1. André I Potier Lord of Novion and Villebon (†xi.1645), President of 

the Parliament of Paris 
∞ Catherine Cavelier, with issue 

1.1. Nicolas Potier de Novion (*1618; †1.ix.1693) 
∞ Catherine Gallard de Courances (*1623; †23.iv.1685), with issue 

1.1.1. André II Potier Marquis of Novion & Grignon (†24.i.1674) 
∞ (3.ii.1660) Catherine Anne Malon de Bercy (†1.ix.1715), with issue 

1.1.1.1. André III Potier, Marquis de Grignon (*1659; †22.ix.1731) 
∞ (in 1680) Anne Berthelot (*1662 †07.ii.1697), with issue: 
Nicholas, Antoinette, Anne, Catherine, plus one other sibling. 

1.1.1.2. Louis Anne Jules Potier (*1666; †1.iii.1707) 
∞ Antoinette Le Comte de Montauglan (*1671; †1.vi.1694), with 

issue: Nicholas (15.vi.1715), Denis-Louis, Catherine, Antoinette, 
Nicole, plus two other siblings 

1.1.1.3. Marie Catherine Potier (†10.vii.1747) 
∞ (in 1674) Jean-Baptiste Louis Berrie de La Ferrière 

1.1.2.  Claude Potier Comte de Novion (*1638; †14.vii.1752),  
Chevalier de Malte (11.v.1665), dispensed vows to marry → 
Chevalier de S. Lazare (25.1.1681)  
∞ (1°) Anne Catherine de Brossamin (*1664; †25.xii.1703)  
∞ (2°) (in 1712) Madeleine Le Couturier (†1733), with issue 

1.1.2.1. Nicolas Potier 

1.1.2.2. Jacques Potier, Captain of Dragoon (1703) 

1.1.3. Catherine Madeleine Potier (*1646; †29.xii.1709) 
∞ Antoine de Ribeyre (*10.ii.1632; †7.x.1712),  
with issue – a daughter 

1.1.4. Jacques Potier (*1647; †14.x.1709) Bishop of Sisteron (1677-1681) 
& of Evreux (1681-1709), unmarried no issue 

1.1.5. Martha Agnès Potier (†28.v.1686) 
∞ (1675) Arnaud II de LaBriffe, Marquis de Ferriéres (*1649; 
†24.ix.1700) 

1.1.6. Marguerite Potier (†11.iii.1705) 
∞ Charles Tubeuf Baron of Blanzac (*1634; †1680), 
without heirs 

1.2. Catherine Potier †1649 
∞ (14.vii.1640) Jacques Jubert (*1616 †1656), Lord of Bouville and 
Saint-Martin aux Buneaux 
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3. Genealogy of the de Béthune Family 

[* birth; †death, ∞ marriage,  OLJ member,  OSL member] 
 

1. Hipolite de Bethune, Comte de Selles, Marquis de Chabris 
(*19.ix.1603; †24.ix.1665) ∞ Anne Marie de Beauvilliers, with issue 

1.1. Philippe de Bethune, Comte de Selles (*3.xi.1630; †3.iii.1658) 
∞ Marie d’Estampes, no issue 

1.2. Henri de Béthune, Comte de Selles (*29.iii.1632; †xi.1690) 

 Chevalier de Malte, dispensed vows to marry 
∞ Marie Anne Dauvet des Marets 

1.2.1. Louis de Béthune, Comte de Selles (*1659 ~15.vi.1663; †10.xi.1734) 

 Chevalier de Malte, dispensed vows to marry → Chevalier de 
Saint Lazare (1.iv.1675) ∞ Marie Thérèse Paulette de La Combe 
with issue 

1.2.2. François-Annibal de Bethune, ship captain (1707) 

1.2.3. N. de Bethune, Abbé de S. Aubin-lex-Bois [1717], unmarried no 
issue 

1.2.4. Marie-Paule (*24.v.1677) 

1.3 Louis de Béthune, Abbé de Beaulieu, dispensed vows to marry 

∞ Elizabeth le Marchand, with issue – Hypolite Chevalier de Saint 
Lazare (4.iv.1716) 

1.4 François-Gaston de Bethune, Marquis de Selles (*13.v.1638; 
†4.x.1692) 
∞ Louise Marie de Béthune with issue 

1.5 François-Annibal de Béthune (*1615 †1667)  Chevalier de Malte, 

dispensed vows to marry → Chevalier de Saint Lazare 
(5.ix.1683) 
∞ Renée Le Borgne de l'Esquesriou, with issue – Jean-Louise 

1.6 Hypolite de Béthune, Bishop of Verdun [1681], Abbé de Beaupré 
(†24.viii.1720), unmarried no issue 

1.7 Armand de Béthune, Abbé de Vernuce, Bishop of S. Flour (1661), & 
de Puy (1665) (*7.viii.1635; †xii.1703), unmarried no issue 

1.8 Anne-Berthe de Béthune, Abbésse de S. Corentin 
unmarried no issue 

1.9 Marie de Béthune, Abbesses de Montreuil, unmarried no issue 

1.10 Catherine de Béthune ∞ N. de la Roque 

1.11 Marie de Béthune ∞ François de Rouville 
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