Foreword

This issue of the Acta Historiae Sancti Lazari Ordinis presents two
articles that take up to the very early Christian concepts of providing
solace to the victims of leprosy who were shunned from society being
considered as sinful and impure. The fourth century Cappadocian
Fathers of the Church use the parable of Lazarus and the rich man to
support their arguments that victims of leprosy deserve our compassion
and care. Lazarus of the Parable was certainly leprous, being full of sores.
With these writings, lepers were directly linked to Lazarus of the Parable
and establishments set up with the aim of caring for these unfortunates
were often referred to as Lazorum or ‘Lazar houses’. Lazarus of Bethany
was not considered an important saint in the Latin Church, since he was
not considered to have undergone martyrdom. Following the discovery
of his bones and their translocation to Constantinople by Leon VI Sophus
in 890 A.D., Saint Lazarus apparently gained admission to the
communion of saints. The Lazarite cult became more entrenched in
Western Europe after the building of the Cathedral of Saint Lazarus of
Autun, France in 970. The early Medieval statutes of the Order leave no
doubt that by the time of the Crusader Period, the Order had adopted
Lazarus of Bethany as its patron saint. Other articles provide an
opportunity to better understand the meaning of the Order’s motto
Atavis et Armis by studying relevant Latin Classical Age texts, and to
outline the historical development of the current structure and ranks
used by the modern Order.

The issue also presents insights into the 15-18" century
relationship between the French branch of the Order of Saint Lazarus
and the Hospitaller Order of Saint John, especially after the 1489 Papal
Bull Cum solerti when the two Orders were scheduled for amalgamation.
This amalgamation was strongly and politically resisted by the Order of
Saint Lazarus and the regional rulers leading subsequent pontiffs to re-
establish the Order as three separate entities —in Boigny (France), Capua
(Naples), and Burton Lazars (England). In spite of the ‘bad blood’
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between the Orders, they still maintained an inexorable relationship
which allowed them to interact whenever the need arose. After the
1489 Bull Cum solerti, the Order of Saint John adopted a particular forma
mentis towards its relationship with the Order of Saint Lazarus especially
throughout the first half of the 16™ century. This forma mentis changed
during the latter part of the 16™ century after the ‘creation’ of the
dynastic Savoyan Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus and the
amalgamation of the French United Orders of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
and Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem. While generally prohibited from joining
other Orders, members of the order of Saint John are documented as
applying for dispensation to allow them to marry and subsequently
joining the Lazarite Order.

The Order of Saint Lazarus is currently an international
organization found in four continents. Each jurisdiction has its own
specific history, and two articles review the documented and presumed
histories of the jurisdiction in Spain and Sweden, while the addendum
further adds the documentation confirming the early 20™-century link to
Mexico.

In the outgoing year, an important historical event related to the
history of the Order of Saint Lazarus was the launch of the canonization
investigation process of the couple, Claude and Marguerite de La
Garaye, by the Bishop of Saint-Brieuc on the 22" September 2024 in the
Church of Saint-Malo in Dinan, Cotes-d'Armor. Claude Toussaint Marot,
Comte de La Garaye, (*30.x.1675 t2.vii.1755) was admitted to the Ordre
de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel et de Saint-Lazare in 1721, and was
subsequently, in 1729, appointed Commander and Grand Hospitaller in
Britanny. He married Marguerite Piquet de La Motte (*24.xii.1681
+20.vi.1757) at Montreuil-le-Gast on the 7" February 1701.

In 1703, as a result of a fall from her horse, Marguerite lost the child
she was carrying. Combined with a subsequent bereavement, the death
of Claude’s sister’s husband, these events had a profound effect on the



couple’s life vision setting them on a path dedicated philanthropic work
caring for the poor and the sick.

"My intention is to renounce the world altogether, cut off all my
train, sell my furniture, my crew, mycrockery, make a hospital of my
house, feed, groom, treat and serve the poor there, and use all
myincome for their relief." Claude de La Garaye

Claude and Marguerite de La Garaye

The castle was transformed into a forty-bed hospital to house, feed,
and care for the poor. They sold their possessions to finance their
philanthropic work. To better service the sick, in 1714, the couple went
on to train in medicine, surgery and chemistry. In 1715, Marguerite de
La Garaye performed cataract surgery. Claude continued his studies in
botany and chemistry, setting up a chemical laboratory in the castle to
produce medications to administer to the patients.



The philanthropic contributions of this couple had been highlighted
by Pope John Paul Il during his visit to Sainte-Anne-d'Auray in 1996.

“In this way, you keep alive the exemplary memory of the
charitable couple Claude and Marguerite de La Garaye.”

At the invitation of the Brother Jean-Marie Gueulette of the
Dominican Order, President of the Historical Commissions of the Causes
of Beatification of the Couples of La Garaye, a delegation of dames and
knights from the Grand Commandery of Boigny attended the official
opening.



