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Wanting to ensure his absolute control over the benefices of the 
Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus, King Henri IV (1553-1610) in 
1608 fused the papal order with another order of his creation by papal 
approval – the Order of Our Lady of Mount-Carmel. The French imprint 
within the joint Orders became more pronounced in the first half of the 
eighteenth century when the reigning Grand Master had to be of royal 
descent. The three successive royal masters: Duc d’Orleans, Duc de 
Berry and the Comte de Provence, ruled the Order during an extremely 
volatile period. These three magistracies saw the eclipse of the Ancien 
Regime, the outbreak of the revolution and its immediate aftermath. 
After the fusion of the two Orders, one harking back to the crusading era 
and the other the product of the early modern period, the number of 
admissions increased remarkably throughout the seventeenth century 
and persisted strongly until 1788. During the magistracy of Duc de Berry 
more than half of the admissions happened through the newly founded 
École Militaire at the Champs de Mars in Paris. The connection between 
the royal school and the royal Order was fundamental in raising the 
Orders’ prestige during the latter half of the eighteenth century right to 
the eve of the French revolution.1 This paper will seek to expound on the 
connection between the combined Order and the King’s military school 
in Paris, the changes taking place in the regulations concerning the 
Order and the École Royale-Militaire, and how the French Monarch 
made use of the Orders to reward and thus encourage his future officers 
in their service to the state. 
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Jeanne Antoinette Poisson, known as Madame de Pompadour2, 
emulating Françoise d'Aubigné Madame de Maintenon (second wife of 
Louis XIV) founder of the school of Saint-Cyr for girls of impoverished 
noble families, found the right opportunity to patronise a project of 
similar acclaim when she was approached by the famous financier 
Joseph Pâris-Duverney for the construction of a royal school for the 
formation of troop officers in Paris.3 In 1749, Pâris-Duverney presented 
his new project to the French King Louis XV who seems to have had 
reservations on this expensive endeavour. Following a number of failed 
attempts in convincing the Minister of War, René-Louis de Voyer de 
Paulmy the Marquis d'Argenson, Pâris-Duverney turned to the King’s 
courtesan, Madame de Pompadour to utilise her readiness to patronise 
the military school in order to achieve his aim.4 Madame de Pompadour, 
who wallowed in the king’s favour, did her utmost to convince Louis XV: 
‘Sir, this school will be the cradle of glory, placed side-by-side to Les 
Invalides, the tomb of retirement’.5 The King’s chief mistress defined the 
school as a soldier’s first stage of a grand journey which was to take him 
eventually to Hôtel national des Invalides, a glorious retirement place fit 
for the valour of retired soldiers established by Louis XIV. The school was 
to be an establishment of excellence, denying the exclusive privileges of 
the sons of nobility by catering for the sons of brave but common 
officers.6  

 
Convinced, Louis XV finally approved the project in 1751. 

However, the issue of funds was still to be addressed. Jacques Casanova 
de Seingalt proposed to pledge loans on lotteries and to add a tax on 
card games. The school’s First Intendant, Joseph de Pâris-Duverney, one 
of the key financiers of Louis XV, settled upon a lottery scheme that was 
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to provide for the school’s lengthy construction and function. This 
proposal was officially recognised in a royal decree six years after the 
royal edict for the school’s construction was published.7 When funds 
were finally amassed, the financier bought the plains of Grenelle, a large 
stretch of land on the left bank of the Seine within walking distance from 
Louis XIV’s Les Invalides, for 277,860 livres.8 The design of the school was 
entrusted to the architect Ange-Jacques Gabriel who created a grand 
establishment able to hold 500 students.9  

 

 
École militaire by Ange-Jacques Gabriel, 1751 
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Not wanting to wait completion of the new school, Louis XV 

converted the chateau de Vincennes on the outskirts of Paris into a 
makeshift military school.10 The first students were accepted in May 
1753 and were distributed in the first two companies a month later.11 
Despite the size of the project, works on the building of the École were 
completed in two years. By 1756 all five hundred young men were 
transferred from Vincennes to Champs de Mars.12 

 
Following in the footsteps of the Roi Soleil who commissioned 

the Les Invalides for his wounded soldiers, Louis XV approved the 
construction of the royal military schools for the sons of poor military 
noblemen right after his relative success in the War of the Austrian 
Succession (1740-1748). The intention was to provide a regular supply of 
officers for the French army’s regiments.13 The published edict of 
January 1751 stated that a total of five hundred students were to be 
admitted within the royal military school. In his preamble to this edict 
the King spoke of how the Hotel des Invalides had been erected by his 
predecessor to serve as an honourable accommodation for the wounded 
and retired soldiers, in gratitude for their service. His esteem towards 
nobility and retired soldiery induced the King to found this school for the 
martial education of the sons of nobility and lesser nobility.14 A memoire 
entitled ‘Instructions to be followed by Parents who wish to enrol their 
children in the Royal Military School‘, was published upon the opening of 
the school which was at this point running in Vincennes, declared that all 
the applicants had to prove their four quarters of nobility from the 
father’s side; had to mention if the father of the prospective student was 
still in service, retired or dead; if the father received any awards by the 
King including pensions; whether or not the father was a knight of St 
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Louis, and whether the mother was alive or not. The family’s financial 
statement and a health certificate referring to the health status of the 
student had to be presented to the school’s administration.15 The 
requested proof of nobility had to reveal one hundred years of nobility 
with three quarters (fourth quarter was the student himself). At times 
exceptions were made, depending on the service rendered by the 
father.16  

 
Once admitted, the student was given lodging, food, free 

education and clothing. Just like the regiments in the army, the school 
had its uniform and decoration given according to rank merit of the 
student.17 The subjects taught were varied. Languages included German, 
Italian, Latin, English and Spanish; geography and history featured 
prominently as well. The subjects of geometry and trigonometry ideal 
for surveying were also taught. On the practical side there were the 
study of fortifications, artillery, theories of offensive strategies, sword 
fighting and cavalry. Quaintly, and perhaps evocative of the times, there 
was also dance and music to introduce grace within the corps.18 Records 
reveal that the first students left the École Militaire to join the regiments 
of the King’s army in 1760; precisely nine years after the royal edict for 
the founding of the school had been published.  

 
At this time Louis XV decided to honour his students with a 

distinctive badge recognized by all. The King’s plan was to decorate all 
his military students who were about to join the regiments and serve the 
state, promoting a mark of distinction reserved only to students of the 
Royal School of Paris. Consequently, the royal act signed by the French 
Monarch on 4 March 1761, declared that all those completing the 
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course of studies were to carry the cross of minority of the combined 
Orders of Saint Lazarus and Our Lady of Mount-Carmel.19 This also 
served to instill a sense of loyalty in his ‘sons of the state’ reminding 
honoured novice knights engaged in combat of their double obligation 
to serve both king and state.20 The combined cross of the Royal Order 
had an eight-pointed cross painted in white and red hues, featuring the 
effigy of Holy Mary and Saint Lazarus. The cross was meant to be worn 
for life to be returned to the joint Order in the eventuality that the 
novice knight retired from service or was unable to render service 
because of invalidity.21   

 

 
Cross of the combined Orders 

 
The combined Order’s royal act of 1757 specified that no knight 

could be accepted within the Orders unless he was thirty years of age; 
hence the young students were admitted as novice knights only by way 
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of a special dispensation.22 This was not the first instance where the 
joint Order served as patron to military schools. Under the rule of Grand 
Master De Dangeau, in the seventeenth century, a number of military 
academies were founded under the direct patronage of Our Lady of 
Mount-Carmel and Saint Lazarus.23 

 
The steep running costs of the École Militaire left no choice for 

the Minister of War Claude, Louis Comte de Saint-Germain, but to shut 
its doors and to invest solely in provincial schools. By the time he 
rendered his decision public, he had already founded ten schools in the 
French provinces, all having the same standard and ranks of the military 
school of Paris. The closure of this iconic school triggered a public 
outcry, forcing his successor, Alexandre Marie Eleonor of Saint-Mauris, 
Prince of Montbarey, to keep the school and to recreate it in the form of 
a company of gentlemen-cadets in 1777. Students were to enter the 
new company of cadets-gentilhommes via a concours, taken from the 
provincial schools.24  

 
Two years later the King and Prince Louis-Stanislas-Xavier, 

(future Louis XVIII and Grand Master of the united Orders of Saint 
Lazarus and Our Lady of Mount-Carmel) issued new regulations that 
replaced the ordinance of the king published in 1761, which had allowed 
admission to all worthy students into the combined Orders.25 In his 
desire to contribute to the state and to augment the prestige of his joint 
Orders, the Comte de Provence took advantage of the royal school in 
1779,26 claiming that the preceding regulations (i.e. those of 1757, 1761) 
allowed all the students to be admitted as novices within the united 
orders, which admission depended only on good behaviour during the 
period of studies rather than outstanding merit.27 Therefore, the 
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admission into the Order was no longer a distinguished one. Moreover, 
the novice knights’ regalia were very similar to that of the officers of 
both Orders. Thus, knights received on the basis of their proof of nobility 
were mistaken for young students of the École Militaire. Ultimately the 
combined cross bestowed between 1761 and 1779 lost its prestige and 
distinction.  The internal confusion created in the combined royal Order 
convinced Louis XVI to approve the Grand Master’s proposals of 1779.28  

 
In his preamble to the new regulations, Louis XVI admitted and 

thus agreed with the Grand Master that such indiscriminate bestowing 
of what had once been a prestigious decoration upon all students had 
indeed diminished the value of the merit. He also recognized the fact 
that in order to honour his ‘sons of the state’ the award was to be given 
only to those who sought to distinguish themselves through their 
education.29 From this time onwards the dichotomy between the two 
Orders springs out very clearly. Even though the Orders were combined 
under the same leadership, Louis-Stanislas-Xavier made it a point to 
keep both Orders as separate entities, at least in term of recruitment. In 
his own words he declared that ‘henceforth, this (the Order of Our Lady 
of Mount-Carmel) will be solely dedicated to those students who are 
about to leave the École Militaire whom we judge as adequate for 
admission’. He explained that ‘each year three distinguished students 
who are about to leave the École Militaire to join the royal service will be 
chosen. The list will be presented by us to the King who will himself 
choose the three candidates whom we shall ordain as Knights of the 
Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel’. In principle the nominated 
students would have had to complete their third year of studies in order 
to be eligible to receive this lifetime award.30 

 
The proclamation of 1779 stated that as from the first of 

January, following the students’ admission within the Order of Mount-
Carmel, all three newly ordained knights were to be awarded a pension 
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of 100 livres paid by the Order’s treasury.31 This sum was to be over and 
above the students’ 200 livres pension granted by the school’s treasury. 
Once the student, now novice of the Order of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, reached the rank of lieutenant, he was paid 1,200 livres annually 
from the school funds in addition to the Order’s pension. The latter 
benefit was to remain throughout the period of service for the state 
‘until battle wounds are the reasons for retirement’.32 The Grand 
Master, in his full regard towards all those students already admitted 
through the École Militaire prior to the new regulations ordered that all 
those who had received the cross of minority before 1779 were to keep 
their right to carry the united Orders’ insignia.  

 
The cross conferred prior to the new regulations featured an 

effigy of Holy Mary on one side and Saint Lazarus’ awakening from his 
tomb on the reverse side. Following the new regulations two new 
crosses were assigned to each Order bearing a unique symbol. The three 
awarded students were to receive the cross of the Order of Our Lady of 
Mount-Carmel as described in article two of the new regulation of 1779, 
which specified that the cross of the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
was to consist of a small cross, the same size and shape of the noble 
members of the Order, having four branches with eight points with four 
fleur-de-lys sprouting in between branches. Both sides featured 
branches enamelled in white and red with purple in the centre. On the 
centre-back of the medallion, encircled by bullets in relief was the effigy 
of Holy Mary holding the child on her knees while in her left arm she 
held a cross with a long handle. On the back side there was a trophy 
ornate with three fleur-de-lys. The badge was suspended by a ring from 
a broad crimson-coloured ribbon.33 Furthermore, the student was to be 
given a brevet or admission papers signed by the minister of the Maison 
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du Roi (royal orders had differing ministers assigned with the authority 
to sign brevets of royal Orders).34 

 

 
Cross of the united Orders 

 
Students novice-Knights of the Order of Our Lady who went on 

to distinguish themselves by acts of courage during war deemed of great 
feat and advantage to the army, presented their bravery to the Grand 
Master with written testimony from the army’s General and Minister of 
War. If approved the Grand Master would promote him from Knight of 
Our Lady of Mount-Carmel to Knight of St Lazarus.35 This was to be the 
only occasion that the two crosses of the orders were to be joined 
together, serving as attestation to the knight’s glory.36 With this 
declaration, the Grand Master did not only highlight the distinction 
between the two Orders, despite their union which went back to the 
early seventeenth  century, but he also gave more prestige to the older 
Order of Saint Lazarus by rendering admission more difficult, honourable 
and meritorious.37 
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Admission of new Knights to the Order of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel took place in the Chapel of Saint Louis on the premises of the 
École Militaire. The annual investiture ceremony was celebrated under 
the leadership of the Grand Master and in the presence of the French 
Monarch. The young postulants resplendent in their uniform waited at 
the gallery of adjoining hall where the council of the joint Orders held 
their meetings. From here and with a loud voice the Marshal of the 
Order called upon the postulants by name in the presence of the Orders’ 
officers. The three students entered the chapel, attended mass and 
were presented to the King. It is worth noting that after 13 March 1799, 
five students who had opted to follow an ecclesiastical life38 (students 
were allowed either to follow a military life or an ecclesiastical one)39 
were received as chaplains of the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.40 
Louis XVI seems to have had his royal Order at heart to the extent that 
he offered the use of the prestigious chapel of Saint Louis to both 
Orders, where they could hold their ceremonies, chapter generals and 
council meetings. On 13 May 1779, four months after the Order 
published its new regulations on the admission of students from the 
École Militaire, the King signed a regulation passing the chapel of the 
Royal Military school of Paris in perpetuity to both Orders. The Grand 
Master now had a splendid church in one of Paris’ most remarkable 
royal establishments, an ideal location to hold ceremonies and council 
meetings in the adjoining hall of the military school, enjoying the same 
freedom as if the chapel belonged to the joint Order itself.41  

 
Nonetheless, the King retained a hold on the Order’s 

ecclesiastical elements. The five chaplains, who were to form part of the 
ecclesiastical corps of the joint Orders, were chosen by Louis XVI, under 
the authority of the secretary of the state and superior offices of the 
school. Even though these chaplains were not chosen by the Grand 
Master and were in reality chaplains of the school, the King gave full 

                                                 
38

 Grouvel, op. cit., p.355 
39

 Hennet, op. cit 
40

 Grouvel, op. cit., p.355 
41

 Recueil des Édits…, op. cit., p.130 



 

48 

authority to the Grand Master to interfere with the duties of these 
chaplains and to command them as he deemed fit.42 At this point Louis-
Stanislas-Xavier was granted the faculty to attach these five chaplains 
directly to one of his Orders, that is, the Order of Our Lady of Mount-
Carmel. The brevet gave them the right to pin a cross of this Order to 
their habit and allowed the retaining of their title of chaplains of the 
École Royale Militaire of Paris, as conferred by Louis XVI. The Grand 
Master was also allowed to appoint five other chaplains from the Order 
of St Lazarus to the pool of chaplains of the École Militaire. Ultimately 
the pool of clergy was composed of ten chaplains from the two Orders, 
but, unlike the chaplains of the École Militaire, the five chaplains of the 
Order of Saint Lazarus were to be paid from the Order’s funds. These 
had neither an assigned role within the Chapel of Saint Louis nor 
jurisdiction over it. They could only participate in the Orders’ 
ceremonies. Despite this clear distinction between the Order of Our 
Lady of Mount-Carmel and the Order of St Lazarus, all chaplains were to 
follow the common regulations laid down by the Grand Master of both 
Orders.43 

 
Among the distinguished personalities that passed through the 

École, like Marshals Philippe Henri de Ségur Segur and Louis-Nicolas 
Davout, one finds the young Napoleon Bonaparte listed in the École 
Militaire’s register as a student on 22 October 1784. He was 
recommended by the assistant inspector Auguste Guy Guinement de 
Keralio from the military school of Brienne, not, as he himself claimed 
‘as a family favour as I don’t know the relatives of this child’ but ‘it’s 
because of him’.44 On the recommendation papers Napoleon was 
described as ‘obedient, polite and respectful’ having a ‘very correct 
conduct and has always distinguished himself in mathematics; his 
knowledge of history and geography is passable; he is rather weak in 
social conversation and in Latin’. Keralio felt certain that Napoleon ‘will 
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make an excellent naval officer’ if accepted by the École Royale Militaire 
of Paris. In reality Napoleon went on to become an excellent artillerist, 
graduating from the school of Paris as Officer of Artillery.45 Bonaparte 
was therefore un élève du roi at the École from 1784 to 1785 at the 
young age of sixteen.46 Upon admission he was given a cell on the upper 
floor, enjoying a pleasant view over the school’s biggest courtyard. 
Sharing this room with him was the cadet Alexandre de Mazis (nephew 
of Fra Henri de Mazis, Knight of Malta) one year senior to Bonaparte, 
whose friendship was to last till the end of their lives. The young cadets 
went on to join the artillery regiment together when their studies at the 
École Militaire were completed.47 Albeit while Napoleon’s stay at the 
school was a brief one, he still managed to make a lifetime enemy. 
During his year of studies, he met a student who constantly bullied him, 
an antagonism that was to persist until Napoleon’s journey in Egypt. 
Antoine le Picard de Phélippeaux, two years senior to the young 
Bonaparte was admitted at the royal military school in 1781 and was 
due to finish his schooling together with Napoleon in 1785. The rivalry 
between the two seems to have got out of hand, such that their 
sergeant major-student Henry-René-Marie Picot de Peccaduc could not 
control them. Matters escalated to the extent that Le Picard the 
Phelippeaux risked his life in a duel with Napoleon. The origin of their 
dispute concerned a medal awarded to Phelippeaux. When in 1785, the 
school governor short-listed those eligible for the three crosses of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, awarded by the Grand Master, both Phelippeux 
and Bonaparte were eligible candidates for the admission as novices 
within the joint Order. To Napoleon’s misfortune, Phelippeux was 
chosen over him, depriving his younger rival from wearing the Order’s 
cross and its motto ‘Atavis et Armis’.48 
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Napoleon Bonaparte wearing the uniform of the École Militaire 

 
Napoleon neither opposed nor complained of this decision but 

was pushed to his limits when Phelippeaux teased and bullied him on 
the matter. Wanting to put an end to their relentless squabbles, 
Sergeant-Major Peccaduc suggested a duel to settle the matter once and 
for all. This irresponsible advice was accepted and nearly cost the life of 
Phelippeaux on the plains of Sablons. The poor conduct of Peccaduc cost 
him his grade which eventually led him to leave France for Austria.49 This 
friction and particularly the duel over the Order’s cross nearly cost the 
career of both young men. However, to Napoleon’s luck his old master 
from the École de Brienne intervened on his behalf and he got away with 
only a minor punishment.50 This rivalry between Napoleon and 
Phelippeux over the cross of the Order of Our Lady of Mount-Carmel has 
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been put into doubt by Louis Claude Frederic Masson, an early 
twentieth-century French historian renowned for his publications on 
Napoleon Bonaparte. Masson confirms that Napoleon was indeed 
enlisted for the cross but the merit was awarded to three senior 
students; Henry-Rene-Marie Picot de Peccaduc who was in his fourth 
year at the École; Nepveu de Belleville who had just completed his third 
year of studies and Antoine Le Picard de Phelippeux who had finished his 
fourth year. Masson states that it was already surprising that Napoleon 
was listed as a potential candidate for knighthood, not only due to his 
young age but also because he had completed merely one year of 
studies. It is hardly surprising that his senior fellow students were 
chosen over him.51 While challenging this myth, Masson maintains that 
Napoleon’s and Phelippeux’s antagonism has come down in history as 
rivalry based on Phelippeux’s seniority in rank during their student years 
and the admission as knights within the Order of Mount-Carmel. Masson 
claims that there is no reliable proof. He limits the reasons for their 
rivalry to basic hate and jealousy which could have stemmed from 
Napoleon’s younger age and the fact that he completed his studies in 
the same rank (as officer of artillery) as his senior Phelippeux.52 

 
The two eternal rivals, one a knight of Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel and émigré, the other  General of the Army of the  Orient, faced 
each other once more, far away from French shores. In the siege of Acre 
of 1799, Bonaparte’s enemy (Phelippeaux was on the side of the British) 
was this time round victorious on the battlefield by forcing the French 
army into retreat with his cannons rather than his sword. Phelippeux’s 
personal victory was short lived. Two days later he succumbed to the 
plague, a sterner enemy that knew no sides and had already mowed 
down most of the Army of the Orient.53 

 
The company of the gentlemen-cadets of the École Militaire was 

permanently suppressed on 1 May 1788, eight years after the setting up 

                                                 
51 

Masson F, Napoléon dans sa Jeunesse, 1769-1793. P. Ollendorff, Paris, 1907, p.110
 

52
 Ibid, p.112 

53
 Ibid., p.114 



 

52 

of the company through the 1779 regulations, with the last promotion 
awarded by the Order of Mount-Carmel taking place on 1 July 1787. 
Before the 1779 regulations, a number of individuals were given the 
cross of the joint Orders. During the period 1779-1788, the award was 
given only to twenty-seven cadets leaving the École Militaire.54 It is 
recorded that during the magistracy of the Count of Provence (from 
1773 to the closure of the school in 1788) twenty-nine novice knights 
were introduced to the Order of Mount Carmel.55 The cross of the Order 
of Mount Carmel was abolished at the time when several other 
aristocratic orders were also being suppressed. The last award of merit 
conferred under the patronage of the French Monarchy was given on 6 
August 1791.56 

 
While aristocratic Orders were heading towards a decline 

because of revolutionary changes, the Order of Saint Lazarus increased 
its assets. A year prior to the outbreak of the revolution it became 
owner of most parts of the building and lands of the École Militaire, a 
truly prestigious Parisian building. Following the closure of the school, 
the administrators together with Louis XVI signed a contract in Versailles 
on 2 September 1788 stating that a large part of the establishment was 
to pass into the hands of Louis-Stanislas Xavier, Grand Master of the 
Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St Lazarus, for the perpetual 
rent of 60,000 livres per year. This sum was to go towards the 
association of Military Schools of France.57  Following a detailed 
estimation by Guillaumont, architect of the school, the sale included 
part of the main building quarters on the Champs de Mars, two side 
pavilions with all the furniture, the chapel of St Louis with all its religious 
decorations, the Parc de Vaugirard that surrounded the school and the 
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lands of Grenelle with all the seigniorial rights attached to it,58 however, 
part of the building of the École Militaire was to be used as a hospital.59 

 
With the advantage of hindsight one could easily criticise the 

Order’s decision in investing in such a prestigious property. The 
turbulent times did not augur well for the aristocracy. But who would 
have foretold the upheavals that were to come at the time? Closer to 
our times, who would have said in 1988 that the Berlin Wall would fall a 
year later? Perhaps, misfortune more than a lack of foresight was to 
blame. The Order’s coup in acquiring a much coveted premises was 
indeed short lived. A year later all Church property was put in the hands 
of the government. By 1792, the loi spoliateur declared that the 
property of aristocratic orders was to pass into the hands of the state. 
The Order of St Lazarus was not exempted. 

 
After nearly two centuries of unison the Order of Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel and the Order of St Lazarus were permanently separated 
by an edict of the National Assembly of 30 July 1791. Louis-Stanislas-
Xavier was next in line for the throne by 1793, but because of the 
turbulent situation in Paris he fled France by the time the edict was 
published. The Comte de Provence, on paper still Grand Master of the 
combined Order, returned to his patrie twenty-three years later to rule 
France as Louis XVIII, becoming henceforth protector of the Order of St 
Lazarus and Our Lady of Mount-Carmel. The confusion that many have 
made in regards of the Order of St Lazarus and Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, because of their unison and headship under one grand master, 
has led authors to believe that both Orders stopped all forms of 
recruitment by 1788, right after the suppression of the École Militaire.60 
This was only true for the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel whose last 
admission was recorded in July of the same year. Contrary to what was 
commonly believed, the Order of St Lazarus continued to recruit after 
the closure of the school and the suppression of chivalric Orders 
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because of revolutionary changes. In the Histoire de Chevaliers de Saint-
Lazare and in the four annals of the La Vie Chevaleresque, a list of 
recruited knights records that knights were admitted in 1789, 1791, 
1799, 1800 and 1814.61 The independent suppression of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel from the Order of St Lazarus has been confirmed by the 
Grand Chancery of the Legion D’Honneur in 1824 when referring to the 
‘the united Orders of St Lazarus and Our Lady of Mount Carmel’ claiming 
that ‘after 1788 the latter Order (Mount-Carmel) did not confer any 
longer, it was allowed to extinguish’ (sic.).62 That the admission within 
the Order of St Lazarus continued during the exile of the Grand Master 
has also been confirmed by the Armorial of the Military and Hospitaller 
Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem mentioning that two French émigrés, 
Comte Alexis de Naoilles and Comte Jules de Polignac, were admitted 
during this period.63 

 
Ultimately the link between the combined Order and the King’s 

royal school ended with the closure of the École Militaire, not only 
because the royal school closed down but because of the effects of the 
revolution which targeted both the nobility and their chivalric Orders. 
Under Louis XV and Louis XVI and while under the patronage of the 
Order of Mount-Carmel and Saint Lazarus, the École Militaire produced 
some of its finest men. It is perhaps one of the ironies of history that 
royalty sponsored two ministers of the state: Mesnard and Suzannet, 
ten generals of division, twenty-nine generals of brigade, two Marshals: 
Davout and Clarke, and of course, the Emperor Napoleon, all of whom 
would end up stabbing the Ancien Regime that had trained them. Louis 
XV and Louis XVI’s efforts to instil loyalty in their soldiers through 
education failed miserably,64 but novice-knights of the Order of St 
Lazarus are known to have contributed favourably towards the Royalists 
during the revolutionary turmoil. A group of Knights accompanied the 
Grand Master (future Louis XVIII) into exile while others joined the 
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French Royal army. Some like the novice-knight Phelippeaux, a product 
of the Ancien Regime, fought against the revolutionary army in Syria, 
doing what he was awarded to do: defend the Monarchy.65 

 

 
Period Total number of 

recorded admissions 
Of which admissions to 
École Militaire Royale 

1751-1758 7 0 [0%] 

1759-1762 82 65 [79.3%] 

1763-1778 58 11 [19.0%] 

1779-1788 108 28 [25.9%] 

TOTAL 255 104 [40.8%] 

Number of admissions in the united Orders66 
 

 
Arms of the combined Orders 
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