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PREAMBLE 
   

The following articles shall be deemed to constitute the statutes, rules and regulations of 
the Sancti Lazari Ordinis Academia Internationalis – International Academy of the Order of 
Saint Lazarus (hereinafter the Academy); and they exclude and shall prevail over any and all 
preceding texts of any previous statutes – which are hereby cancelled.  

The Academy is an independent organization with Memoranda of Understanding signed 
with the International Hospitaller Foundation of St Lazarus of Jerusalem dated 21st January 
2020 and with the Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands of the Military and Hospitaller Order 
of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem dated 10th April 2024.  

The said Academy is an international, non-governmental, not–for–profit academic 
organization registered in terms of Maltese legislation with the Malta Business Registry LPA-
141 dated 18th February 2021 and the Commissioner for Voluntary Organizations VO/1969 
dated 15th June 2020. 

 

 

Approved unanimously after review during the Meeting held in Palermo on the 1st June 2017.  
Amended during the Annual General Meeting held in Malta on the 7th February 2024, final form approval 10th 

January 2025. 

 

 

Prof. C. Savona-Ventura 

Director & Chairperson: Board of Directors 
Signed in accordance to Article 13.1(e) of the statute 
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PART ONE: 

FORM, DESIGNATION, OBJECTS, MEANS,  
HEAD OFFICE, DURATION 

 

ARTICLE ONE: FORM 

A registered non-profit, voluntary and public benefit association, which will be governed 
particularly by Maltese legislation [the Civil Code, Chap. 16, Laws of Malta] and the present 
Articles of Association, is hereby being formed between natural persons or legal entities 
that adhere to the present Articles of Association and fulfil the conditions set out hereafter. 
The association is enrolled with the Malta Business Registry [LPA-141] and the Malta 
Commissioner for Voluntary Organizations [VO/1969]. 

 

ARTICLE TWO: DESIGNATION 

The designation of the Academy is: 

Sancti Lazari Ordinis Academia Internationalis - International Academy of the 
Order of Saint Lazarus 

 

ARTICLE THREE: OBJECTS 

The objects of the present Academy are: 

to promote the historical knowledge related to the Military and Hospitaller Order of 
Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem, and other Crusader and related Orders of chivalry as this 
relates to the hierarchy, their components, their traditions, their laws and their 
ancient history, as well as their relations with Christian Churches. 

 

ARTICLE FOUR: MEANS 

To realise its objects, the Academy will, in particular, be able to provide or undertake to 
organise the following activities: 

a. to associate with natural persons or legal entities with competency in or, in a more 
general manner, an interest in the defined field of research; 
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b. to seek any form of partnership or of exchange and collaboration in the related fields 
of interest; 

c. to promote research, whether fundamental or applied, training or information in the 
field of interest and, generally, in any related field, in any way possible, and in 
particular by means of various publications; and 

d. to initiate academic links with any group, foundation, association, which already 
exists or is to be created and whose purpose is similar, related to or 
complementary to its own. 

e. As a general rule, whether on its own account or for that of a third party, to initiate 
any operation, including sale of products and of services, which could be directly 
related to the objects, or likely to facilitate or develop the realisation of these 
objectives. 

 

ARTICLE FIVE: REGISTERED HEAD OFFICE 

The registered head office of the Academy is in Torri ta’ Lanzun, Triq is-Santwarju, Mensija, 
San Gwann SGN1769, Malta. This registered head office may be transferred to any other 
place in the same country on simple decision of the Board of Directors. The administrative 
address will be a suitable locality identified by the serving director of the Board of Directors.  

The decision to transfer the registered head office to another state member of Europe will 
form the subject of a proposal from the Board of Directors, which should, to that effect, 
establish a report explaining and justifying the legal and economic aspects of the transfer for 
Members and for possible employees of the Academy. This report will be held at the 
disposal of Members, who will be able to request a free copy, at least sixty (60) working 
days prior to the general meeting called to reach a decision on the proposed transfer. The 
decision to transfer will be taken in accordance with the conditions providing for the 
modification of the Articles of Association. 

 

ARTICLE SIX: DURATION 

The Academy is created for an indeterminate duration. 
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PART TWO: FORMATION 

  

ARTICLE SEVEN: MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMY 

The International Academy will have three classes of members, called Regular Members, 
Corresponding Members and Honorary Members.  

 
a. Regular Members are those who fulfil the conditions provided for in the present 

Articles of Association; they have voting rights at general meetings; they can be 
members of the Board of Directors; and they pay to the Academy the subscription 
provided for by the present Articles of Association. The Regular Membership shall be 
limited to members of the Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of 
Jerusalem.  
 

b. Corresponding Members are those who fulfil the conditions provided for in the 
present Articles of Association. Corresponding members can participate in general 
meetings with full voting rights, but they cannot be members of the Board of 
Directors in an administrative capacity, but, at the request of the Board, they can 
have a consultative voice. They pay the Academy the subscription provided for by 
the present Articles of Association. The Corresponding Members will include all 
those individuals, including non-members of the Military and Hospitaller Order of 
Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem, who show an interest in researching the history of the 
Order. Their number shall be unlimited.  
 

c. There will also be a class of Honorary Members who include individuals who have 
demonstrated extraordinary academic honour in the field of interest of the Academy 
and donors of significant contributions, including funds and/or resources. Honorary 
Members can participate in general meetings with full voting rights, but they cannot 
be members of the Board of Directors in an administrative capacity, however, at the 
request of the Board, they can have a consultative voice. Furthermore, Honorary 
Members are exempt from paying the subscription provided for by the present 
Articles of Association. 

 

ARTICLE EIGHT: CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS 

For admission as a Regular Member, the following conditions must be met: 

a. agree with the aims of the Academy; 
b. have the capacity to act, as well as be in full possession of their civil rights; 
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c. are or have been active in researching facets related to the objectives of the 
Academy; and 

d. for admission to the International Academy, applicants are encouraged to donate 
to the Academy a copy of their relevant publications.  

For admission as a Corresponding Member, the following conditions must be met: 

a. agree with the aims of the Academy; 
b. have the capacity to act, as well as be in full possession of their civil rights; 
c. show an interest in facets related to the objectives of the Academy; and  
d. are encouraged to donate to the Academy a copy of their relevant publication/s. 

For admission as an Honorary Member, the following conditions must be met: 

a. have the capacity to act, as well as be in full possession of their civil rights; 
b. be able to demonstrate significant academic achievements in the facets related to 

the objectives of the Academy and thus by their admission bring moral, political, 
material or any other support to the Academy or are donors of significant 
contribution/s such as funds and/or resources; and 

c. be proposed by two Regular Members. 
d. Applicants have to be approved by a Review Board set up specifically for the 

occasion by the Board of Directors. The Review Board's decisions on the subject 
are final. 

e. The Board of Directors will inform applicants for honorary memberships of the 
outcome of their application. 

 

ARTICLE NINE: LOSS OF MEMBERSHIP 

Membership is lost: 

a. through death of a natural person or dissolution of a legal entity for whatever 
reason; and 

b. through resignation. Any Member of the Academy has the right to resign; to that 
effect, the interested party should notify the Director of the Board of Directors of 
his/her decision, giving at least one month's notice, by registered letter with 
acknowledgement of receipt. 

c. through expulsion pronounced by the Board of Directors for non-payment of the 
membership fee, infringement of the present Articles of Association, or the 
possible internal rules and regulations, or on serious grounds. The interested 
party may be invited, beforehand, to appear before the Board of Directors to 
give an explanation. 
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ARTICLE TEN: LIABILITY 

No Member of the Academy, even those involved in its administration, is personally liable 
for the commitments entered into by the said Academy; only the assets of the Academy are 
answerable. 

  

PART THREE: RESOURCES 

 ARTICLE ELEVEN: RESOURCES 

The Academy's resources consist of: 

a. subscriptions paid by Academic and Corresponding Members; the amount of this 
subscription is fixed annually by the Board of Directors. The subscription is payable 
by each Member annually, during the first month of the calendar year; 

b. contributions of any kind or sum, donated by Members or individuals (donors); 

c. grants from States, the European Union, regional and local government, or from any 
public or private establishment; 

d. sums received in return for services or sales of products realised by the Academy; 

e. products and income from possessions of value belonging to the Academy; and 

f. any other legally authorised resources. 

 

PART FOUR: ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATION 

ARTICLE TWELVE: MEETINGS 

The Board of Directors is responsible for the day-to-day management of the Academy. It is 
obliged to meet at least once a year in person or online to review the administrative report 
detailing the ongoing activities of the Academy of the past year, to confirm the treasurer’s 
report, and prepare a calendar of events for the forthcoming year. The ordinary general 
meeting is held before the end of March [as its minutes need to be submitted to the VO 
Commissioner by end March]. 

a. Notification for a Board of Directors’ meeting: The meeting is called on the 
Director’s initiative. However, the Board of Directors can, on majority of its 
Members, decide to call a meeting; in the same way, the meeting can be 
regularly called, following formal request coming from at least 40% of the Board. 
Written notification to attend, accompanied by the agenda, is sent to every 
Member, at least 10 working days before the meeting.  
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b. Voting: Each Board Member has only one sole vote.  

The general meetings are the Academy’s supreme organ; the Board’s decisions, taken 
regularly, are binding on dissidents and absentees who have not sought representation. The 
general meeting consists of all the Members of the Academy. Members are invited to 
attend a general meeting at least every two years and, as a general rule, each time that the 
interests of the Academy call for such a meeting.   

c. Notification for a general meeting: The meeting is called on the Director's 
initiative. However, the Board of Directors can, on majority of its Members, 
decide to call a meeting. In the same way, the meeting can be regularly called, 
following formal request coming from at least 40% of the Regular Members of 
the Academy. Written notification to attend, accompanied by the agenda, is sent 
to every Member, at least 30 working days before the meeting. Any useful 
information concerning the general meeting thus called will be held at the 
disposal of each Member at the head office of the Academy. 

d. Voting: Each Regular Member has only one sole vote. Every Regular Member can 
be represented by another Regular Member, in the knowledge that one Member 
cannot be proxy to more than two Members. Corresponding and Honorary 
Members are not represented if absent and they cannot represent a Regular 
Member at the general meeting. Votes are cast by a show of hands, unless at 
least a quarter of the Members who are present or are represented demand a 
secret ballot. Voting by mail is possible when decided by the Board for Regular 
Members not being present or represented at the general meeting concerning all 
decisions announced in the invitation to the meeting, using the voting material 
attached to the invitation and following the outlined procedure. Votes by mail 
must have arrived at the Academy's office named in the invitation two weeks 
prior to the general meeting. 

e. Competence of the general meeting: The ordinary general meeting determines 
the Academy's general policy within the limits of its objects and of its Articles of 
Association. It hears the reports on the management by the Board of Directors 
on the financial and moral status of the Academy. The general meeting approves 
the accounts of the past financial year and votes the budget of the current 
financial year. It approves the possible internal rules and regulations proposed by 
the Board of Directors.  

f. Rules of quorum and majority: The ordinary general meeting will only be able to 
deliberate legitimately if at least 40% of the Regular Members having paid the 
membership fee are present or are represented. The deliberations of the 
ordinary general meeting are adopted in a first ballot by absolute majority of the 
Members who are present or are represented. In the event of this majority not 
being reached, the deliberation will be adopted in a second ballot by relative 
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majority of valid votes of the Members who are present or are represented. In 
the event of votes being equal, the Director has the casting vote.  

 

ARTICLE THIRTEEN: BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

1. The governance of the International Academy is vested in a Board of Directors. 

a. This is composed of the Director, the Vice Director, the Secretary, and the Treasurer 
and one other member elected from among the Regular Membership for a 
period of four years with a possibility of re-election.  

b. In addition, the Board of Directors will include ex-officio the Grand Archivist & 
Historian, the Keeper of the Castello, and a representative of the International 
Hospitaller Foundation of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem appointed by the Life 
Trustee and Life President of the Foundation to safeguard the archives and any 
other belongings of the said Foundation. 

c. In addition, the Board of Directors will include ex-officio the Grand Prior of the 
Maltese Islands or his/her representative. 

d. The Director and Vice Director are appointed by election from among the elected 
Regular Members. Any other board member, including ex-officio members, can 
serve in the posts of Secretary and Treasurer. 

e. The Director shall be the legal representative of the International Academy and its 
Officers. He/She shall be responsible for the management of any assets and be 
accountable for the International Academy’s management. He/She will preside 
over and shall convene the meetings and events, but may delegate his/her duties 
to the Vice Director. 

f. The Vice Director shall have the same powers as that the Director in case of absence 
or illness. If the Director and Vice Director are both absent, their role will be 
assumed by the Honorary Secretary.  

g. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of Board meetings, will lead the rest of the 
secretariat and be responsible for compliance with the accords of the Board.  

h. The Treasurer shall keep the accounts of the International Academy, making all 
kinds of charges and payments with the approval of the Director. 

i. The Board Members shall be responsible to take part by in the discussion and 
decisions at meetings of the Board of Directors, to replace any manager in the 
event of absence or vacancy, and to act on those other matters that are 
expressly delegated by the Director.  

j. Members’ posts are not remunerated, however, members may be able to obtain 
reimbursement, on presentation of receipts, for expenses and disbursements 
incurred through fulfilment of their mandate. 
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k. Any Member of the Board of Directors can resign, on condition that he/she notifies 
the Director of his/her decision, giving three months’ notice, by registered letter 
with acknowledgement of receipt.  

l. In the event of a post being vacant, the Board of Directors temporarily provides for 
the replacement of that Member; permanent replacement is conducted at the 
next general meeting, but powers of Members elected in this way come to an 
end at the time when the mandate of the replaced Member will normally have 
expired. 

 

2. The currently registered Board of Directors elected during the General Meeting include:  

Prof. Charles Savona-Ventura 
Director 

NorthWynds 7 Antonio Zammit 
Street, Gharghur GHr2040, Malta 

DoB: 18 February 1955 
Nationality: Maltese 
Residence: Malta 
Malta ID: 0295855M 

Prof. Michael Wallis Ross      
Vice-Director 

c/o Department of Family 
Medicine, University of Minnesota 
Medical School, 1300 South 2nd 
Street #180, Minneapolis, MN 
55454, USA 

 

DoB: 17 November 1951 
Nationality: New Zealand, 
Australia, USA 
Residence: USA 
USA Passport: 486938892 

Mr. Carmel Bonello  
Secretary 

35, Triq Sant’Andrija, Lija, Malta DoB: 7 April 1957 
Nationality: Maltese 
Residence: Malta 
Malta ID: 0275357M 

Dr. Andreas Rademachers 
Member 

Bülowstraße 24, 10783 Berlin, 
Germany 

DoB: 15 November 1985 
Nationality: Germany 
Residence: Germany 
German ID: L3FZW4Y1V 

Count de Évora Member Logis Abbatial, 17, Rue Doneau, 
71100 Chalon-sur-Saone, France 

DoB: 22 January 1948 
Nationality: British 
Residence: France 
Great Britain Passport: 531389548 

Dr. Raymond Gatt  
Ex-ufficio [Representative of 
the Grand Priory]  
• Treasurer 
 

Villa Cagliares, Triq il-Wied, Zejtun 
ZTN3626, Malta 

DoB: 4 June 1960 
Nationality: Maltese 
Residence: Malta 
Malta ID: 0401060M 

Prof. Horatio C.R. Vella  
Ex-ufficio  
[Grand Archivist & 
Historian] 

5, Panorama Court Block C, Ghajn 
Mhelhel Street Zebbug, Gozo 

DoB: 26 November 1952 
Nationality: Maltese 
Residence: Malta 
Malta ID: 0858452M 

Mr. Gerry Maidens  
Ex-ufficio [Keeper of the 
Castello] 

Coral Mansions, Apt B1, Triq il-
Keffa, Tal-Ibraġ SWQ2251, Malta 

DoB: 31 July 1935 
Nationality: British 
Residence: Malta 
Malta ID: 0018863A 

Mr. Sijt de Boom  
Ex-ufficio [Nominee of the 
Foundation] 

Burg, van Waninglaan 12, 2924 AT 
Krimpen aan den USSEL, The 
Netherlands 

DoB: 15 February 1946 
Nationality: Dutch 
Residence: The Netherlands 
Netherlands Passport: NRFLgF116 
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ARTICLE FOURTEEN: RELATIONSHIP WITH THE INTERNATIONAL HOSPITALLER 
FOUNDATION OF SAINT LAZARUS OF JERUSALEM & THE GRAND PRIORY OF THE MALTESE 
ISLANDS - MHOSLJ 

The Academy will enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with The International 
Hospitaller Foundation of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem and with the Grand Priory of the 
Maltese Islands of the Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem determining 
interrelationships between the Academy and the two organisations. 

 

ARTICLE FIFTEEN: INTERNAL RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Internal rules and regulations can be laid down by the Board of Directors, which then has 
them approved by the ordinary general meeting. 

These internal rules and regulations are destined to determine the various points not 
provided for by the Articles of Association, in particular, those related to the internal 
administration and operating of the Academy. 

All categories of Members will abide by these internal rules and regulations, which will be 
able to be modified by the ordinary general meeting on the Board of Directors' proposal. 

 

ARTICLE SIXTEEN: CHANGES TO THE STATUTES 

Changes to the Statutes of the Academy can only be made after majority approval by a 
General Meeting called in accordance with the provisions defined in Article 12 above.  

 

ARTICLE SEVENTEEN: ACADEMY’S PUBLICATIONS 

The Academy will set up a publishing branch to enable the Academy to achieve its objective 
of promoting research in aspects related to the Order of Saint Lazarus. The Publishing House 
shall be managed by an Editor appointed directly by the Board of Directors. The Editor shall 
be supported by an editorial committee. In case the Editor not being a Member of the Board 
of Directors, he/she shall be invited to the respective meetings. Information concerning the 
Academy will also be published on the Academy's website. 
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ARTICLE EIGHTEEN: LIQUIDATION 

Liquidation of the Academy on the basis of inability to continue achieving its purpose will be 
carried out according to the rules in force in the country in which the registered head office 
of the Academy is situated. All the assets will pass to The International Hospitaller 
Foundation of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem to be used for the purposes of promoting the sole 
objectives of the Academy. 
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